[bookmark: _GoBack]I have been looking into what to look for in contracts before signing on them. Before committing to a project it is very important to check through the entire document to ensure I know exactly what I am signing the company up to doing. This will require taking time to go through each point and making sure that it is what was agreed and we aren’t signing onto something which we haven’t included for such as an additional piece of work or something we can’t achieve such as a completion date. By doing this I can avoid many problems by understanding what is required from the start, as appose to finding out half way through the project. In order to protect the company there is some questions which I need to ask and some checks to be carried out which do not include what is in the contract.  These will be 
What do I know about the contractor? – being a fencing sub-contractor we work for many different sized main contractors and therefore some I have never heard of. Therefore, it is important to give the company some research prior to signing onto any works with them to ensure they do not have a bad reputation in the industry. (Hugh Clamp, 2007)
Who I will be dealing with? – It is important that I know from the start who my main contact is as I will have queries when installing as well as their word for completion of works so that we can be payed 
Once I have checked the company are credit worthy and have not got a bad reputation I will then begin to look into key areas of the contract which may catch me out. 
1. Payment terms – This should be discussed in the pre let meeting and therefore will be incorporated in the contract. However it must be checked to ensure it has not changed from what was discussed. The contract should include how many days payment will be from invoice as well as an invoice date specified if it is not the last day of the month. If this is not included within a contract I must ask the contractor to provide their standard payment terms. 
2. Key dates/ handover – This should also be agreed on within the pre let meeting. Key dates and completion dates are when works must be completed by a certain phase of a project. These dates may change in the contract and therefore must be checked before signing to save disputes at a later date. 
3. Inappropriate clauses - our contracts come from the main contract between the employer and principal contractor, which means that it may include terms and conditions that have been passed down. I will not be given a copy of this within the contract which I sign but if the job which we are signing onto is of high value it is important that I request to check this. Jobs with a value of £100,000 +. 
4. Drawings – The contract will include drawing numbers which we have priced off and will specify a product. It is important that these drawings are checked to ensure that we are not signing up to supply and install something which we have priced for. This will leave the company at risk of over spending on materials and not making money on the job. (John, 2019)
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