	
	
	



The Journal article I have chosen is “Repeat missing child reports: prevalence, timing, and risk factors”[footnoteRef:31467]I have chosen this article as I have always been fascinated by missing person cases, The how, the where and the why. This article broke down the risk factors, as well as explaining why children may repeat behaviours that lead them to venerable situations as well as referencing official government reports within their work.[footnoteRef:8681]  [31467:  Zoe Bezeczky and David Wilkins, ‘Repeat Missing Child Reports: Prevalence, Timing, and Risk Factors’, Children and Youth Services Review, 136.136 (2022), 106454 <https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2022.106454>.]  [8681:  ‘Report from the Joint Inquiry into Children Who Go Missing from Care’, GOV.UK, 2012 <https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/report-from-the-joint-inquiry-into-children-who-go-missing-from-care> [accessed 12 January 2026].
] 


The authors Zoe Bezeczky and David Wilkins that have co-authored this journal article first submitted it in September 2021 so is a relevantly new paper, although some statistics will have changed. It is still relevant to today's research; the vulnerability of children has not changed drastically in the time that the paper was written. The paper itself cites a paper from 1989 [footnoteRef:12027]as the data collected in this paper is still relevant in part to today's climate amongst missing children.  [12027: Michael Windle, ‘Substance Use and Abuse among Adolescent Runaways: A Four-Year Follow-up Study’, Journal of Youth and Adolescence, 18.4 (1988), 331–44 <https://doi.org/10.1007/bf02139253>.] 

This paper is to highlight and observe the rising figures and perspectives of missing and exploited children. The data then follows a method collecting data by police forces around England and Wales following a trail of reoccurring missing person data and children that are repeated within the system, and if there were concerns of abuse in the case, or if the child was in care. This data was collected over 5 years.
The sources that this article has built its foundation upon are a multitude of analytical data both from privacy parties and government sources as well as papers written for and by social workers[footnoteRef:23249] and in turn this article has been cited and used by academic policing papers in the following years.   [23249:  N Biehal and J Wade, ‘Going Missing from Residential and Foster Care: Linking Biographies and Contexts’, British Journal of Social Work, 30.2 (2000), 211–25 <https://doi.org/10.1093/bjsw/30.2.211>.] 

The strengths of this paper can be attributed to its analytical sources and data that are present, as well as its methods and results of the data collected over an extended period. The data was then checked over to make sure that no duplication had accidently been inputted into the system to avoid false data. There are weaknesses that I have found within this report, firstly police only data leaves room for continuity errors. Furthermore, the paper lacks an explanation into causation, there are an array of times throughout the article that a piece of data is mentioned but not explained.

This paper overall alongside other articles is a good piece of evidence into missing children, but only when it is read alongside other articles and journals. It can further my research, but cannot stand on its own. 
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