Identify and describe the religious ceremonies surrounding girls coming of age in Classical Athens.
I will be describing the ceremony known as Arkteia, also known as the bear ritual which was a major ritual performed by girls in Attica. I will be explaining the cultural meanings behind the ritual and its relative importance to the Athenian people.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The ceremony for the Arkteia took place at the Brauronia which the site of the cult of Artemis in Attica.[endnoteRef:1] Although this from a modern source there is little contest to the location of the temple as it is known to have existed. As for the ritual of the Arkteia itself one of the primary pieces of evidence for the existence of the ritual is from the play ‘Lysitrata’ by Aristophanes; in this play the chorus of woman, ‘when I was ten I was a grinder for the foundress and shedding my saffron robe I was the bear at the Brauronia’[endnoteRef:2]. What this then can confirm for us is that a ritual took place although this does come from a play it may well be about a known custom in Athenian society. James and Dillon tell us that there is too few amounts of evidence for there to be a single agreement on the actual rituals that took place or even what sort of ritual it was[endnoteRef:3]. The ritual was believed to be linked Iphigenia[endnoteRef:4] and how instead of being sacrificed by Agamemnon she was saved last minute by the Goddess Artemis and replaced with a bear[endnoteRef:5]. From the location of the ritual at Brauronia and the link to Artemis we can then assume that this was a ritual dedicated to her.  [1:  L., S., 2012. A Companion to Women in the Ancient World. Wiley, John & Sons, Incorporated. Page 196]  [2:  Aristophanes. and Sommerstein, A. (2002). Lysistrata and other plays. 1st ed. London: Penguin.]  [3:  L., S., 2012. A Companion to Women in the Ancient World. Wiley, John & Sons, Incorporated. Page 196]  [4:  L., S., 2012. A Companion to Women in the Ancient World. Wiley, John & Sons, Incorporated. Page 197]  [5:  Euripides 414BC, Iphigenia in Tauris] 

James and Dillon mention vases excavated from Brauron portraying girls either in the nude or in a short chiton moving around an altar, none of the imagery directly portrays a link between the girls and the playing of the bear[endnoteRef:6]. They then go on to say that the bear may have been a way of identifying the sanctuary in imagery. Athother theory from Sourvinou-Inwood is that the bear may have been a statue. [endnoteRef:7]this is however contradictory to what we know from Aristophanes. The images depict usually young girls[endnoteRef:8]. James and Dillon claim that the girls wearing saffron robes are then shed which represents the girls rejecting wild sexuality and submitting to the patriarchal society that they live in and order[endnoteRef:9]. They then compare this to the sacrifice of Iphigenia as the girls are being reborn as women[endnoteRef:10]. [6:  L., S., 2012. A Companion to Women in the Ancient World. Wiley, John & Sons, Incorporated. Page 198]  [7:  Souvinou-Inwood (1988) Studies in girls transitions, Aspects of the arkteia and age representation in Attic iconography. Page 63]  [8:  Souvinou-Inwood (1988) Studies in girls transitions, Aspects of the arkteia and age representation in Attic iconography. Page 65]  [9:  L., S., 2012. A Companion to Women in the Ancient World. Wiley, John & Sons, Incorporated. Page 199]  [10:  L., S., 2012. A Companion to Women in the Ancient World. Wiley, John & Sons, Incorporated. Page 199] 

There is little evidence on the type of ritual that took place and it is mostly speculative. It is possible that the rituals were secretive and therefore were not well known. 


