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Executive Summary

The purpose of this report is to evaluate the importance of Goal 16 of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. This report will focus specifically on target 1 of goal 16 which is “Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere” and evaluate all indicators of this target. This report will identify the countries performing best and worst of these indicators and compare initiatives and plans the countries have in place in order to achieve this goal. 
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[bookmark: _Toc39509411]Introduction 

“Those who want peace, it is said, prepare for war. Those who are already at war prepare for peace” stated by Simma (1995) explains that the 20th Century had seen many different wars and without an organisation that prioritises peace amongst the people who suffer most then it is considered that many more wars would have taken place as well as many more people being drastically affected. Thakur (2016) agrees that the United Nations have a big impact in the way countries react with different situations due to the fact that the United Nations hold them accountable. He states that the United Nations has become the primary organisation of ensuring peace and security across the world. This may be due to the purposes of the organisation which include keeping peace all across the world, promote friendly relationships between different countries, to encourage countries to work together to improve the lives of the less fortunate, to be a centre of celebration for the actions of the nations that achieve these goals.
The United Nations (2020) state that in order to encourage a sustainable future for many generations to come they have introduced 17 Sustainable Development goals that range from No Poverty to life below water which all countries within the UN have agreed to follow. Maurice (2015) explains that these goals were introduced in 2015 as a replacement for previous Millenium Development goals which were previously set in 2000. He states that the reform of goals came as the Millenium Development goals were not as ambitious as they ought to be as they did not challenge countries enough to use and create new resources. Although this is a negative outlook on the goals he states that they did achieve a lot however with more ambition and goals they can achieve a lot more. Gibbs (2015) agrees with the fact that the Sustainable Development Goals were long overdue as although success can be seen in most countries, some countries were far from reaching these goals. She supports this as the rates of poverty improved in a lot of countries and saw 1 billion less people in poverty, Sub-Saharan Africa were drastically behind on reaching this target. United Nations (2015) argues although there were some limitations of the goals that were set there were a lot of successes. They state that Sub-Saharan Africa could not achieve the goal of no poverty however they had the best improvement of primary education out of all countries. This shows that the Millenium Development goals allowed countries to focus on certain goals whereas the Sustainable Development goals will encourage them to achieve all goals set. Hoy (2015) agrees with this and explains that they aim to achieve these goals by the year 2030. He also believes that based on the achievements from the millenium development goals then a lot of the economic and welfare goals are likely to be achieved however he states that the environmental goals have a higher chance of not being achieved by the year 2030. This determines the fact that there are many goals to consider, therefore this report will critically analyse target 1 of goal 16 of the sustainable development goals as well as to inspect the performance of each indicator. The aims of this report will be
· To evaluate Goal 16 target 1, Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere and determine if it is effective
· To discuss the initiatives in this target and identify how different countries are performing.
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[bookmark: _Toc39509413]What does Goal 16 aim to achieve?

Costanza et al (2014) explain that this goal is to “Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable, and inclusive institutions at all levels” They state that this is to ensure that people feel safe within the society they live in. The United Nations (2020) agree that they want to prioritise peace within society. They say in order to achieve this goal they need to focus on reducing death rates related to violence, exploitation and violence against children as well as ensuring equal justice to all on an international level. The accomplishment of all 12 targets within this goal will mean the goal will have been met however if the goal is not accomplished but there is drastic improvement of the targets it means that a more peaceful society will be accomplished. 
[bookmark: _Toc39509414]Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere. 

Whaites (2016) and The Institute for Economics and Peace (2016) both agree that this target is beneficial as it encourages inclusion of everyone as well as the fact it holds countries accountable for high rates of violence and related deaths. They elaborate and explain that as countries are being held accountable it will pressure them to explore and use new measures to promote peaceful societies. As well as this they explain that the target is easily measured and therefore can allow them to track performance on the worst performing countries and determine what interventions need to take place. Mercy (2016) supports this as he explains that it has allowed low and middle income countries to identify the costs of having a high rate of violence and argues that prevention programmes will cost less therefore meaning if they reduce the rate of violence then they will save more money. According to Ritchie and Mipsy (2018) the best way to measure this target is to also set indicators. They state that the UN believes that these four indicators will promote the best initiatives and results to achieve the overall target. They explain that these indicators are: 
Number of victims of intentional homicide per 100,000 population, by sex and age.
Conflict-related deaths per 100,000 population, by sex, age and cause.
Proportion of population subjected to (a) physical violence, (b) psychological violence and (c) sexual violence in the previous 12 months.
Schmidt-Traub et al (2015) agrees that indicators are vital in order to measure performance of this goal but also explain that these indicators are beneficial as they can measure performance on a national, international and overall global level. 
[bookmark: _Toc39509415]Number of victims of intentional homicide per 100,000 population, by sex and age. 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2019) explains that this indicator can determine causes of high rates of violence. They state it is vital in order to determine solutions and interventions. Carcach (2015) also agrees with this as he states that El Salvador has one of the highest rates of homicides which could have resulted from the high organised crime and drug trafficking that the country faces. He explains that the country’s violence is historical which shows that efforts to decrease this rate have not been extortionate. The Human Rights Watch (2019) argue that the attempt of peace and security in El Salvador has been ineffective as the rates of gang violence increases. The U.S Department of State Overseas Security Advisory Council (2020) agrees that community level policing in El Salvador is severely underfunded despite financial aid from America. This means that they have lack of equipment which increases the time in which they solve a crime. It is also stated due to the high crime, corruption within the police is more likely which has an overall effect on the relationship they have with citizens of El salvador. One initiative El Salvodor currently has in place is the Territorial Control Plan Nagovitch (2020) explains was introduced in June 2019 shortly after Nayib Bukele became president. This plan was introduced in order to tackle and reduce gang violence in the country and achieved this and reduced the overall homicide rate in 2019.
Goldsworthy (2019) argues that on the other end of the scale sits Australia. He explains that the country’s performance is the complete opposite in comparison to El Salvador as they have historically a low rate of homicides. Bricknell (2019) states that Australia is very organised when recording homicides within the country by using The National Homicide Monitoring Programme. Bryant and Cussen (2015) explain that Australia has always had a good control on homicide rates as they have created preventions that focus on the most vulnerable areas of the country as well as assessing how a homicide is most likely to occur. Walden and Wall (2014) support this by discussing preventions of violence towards women in order to reduce homicides resulting from domestic violence. They state that a public health approach towards prevention has helped identify issues such as gender equality, cultural norms and the access women have to resources. Therefore the purpose of this prevention scheme is to:
· “Promote equal and respectful relations between men and women.”
· “Promote non-violent social norms and reduce the effects of prior exposure to violence”
· “Promote access to resources and systems of support (VicHealth, 2007)”
This shows that initiatives such as this are the main reasons why the homicide levels are low in Australia. Although the rates are significantly higher in El Salvador it is obvious that they have more factors contributing to homicide. This means that preventions that work in Australia may not work as effectively in El Salvador.

[bookmark: _Toc39509416]Conflict-related deaths per 100,000 population, by sex, age and cause. 

Taleb et al (2015) state that conflict and war within Syria have been present since 2011 and due to the intensity of the crisis there is no surprise that Syria has one of the highest rates of deaths related to conflict. Black (2016) explains that in the first 5 years of the civil war there were 470,000 deaths related to conflict in Syria. Vernier et al (2019) expands on this as they state 143,630 of these deaths were areas not controlled by the government. They explain that the majority of these deaths were committed by the Islamic State as they had a large presence in Syria during the civil war.

 The Human Rights Watch (2019) state that the country is far from preventing these deaths as even government run groups such as the Syrian National Army can not account for many people who have “disappeared” in safe zones suggesting that they have been unlawfully killing civilians. They have said that these groups have taken over properties belonging to civilians and argue that they have refused the idea of returning displaced civilians. This shows that they have no consideration to help millions of innocent people who have suffered from this civil war but also highlights the fact that it may still be too dangerous for people to return. Even though there is no sign of progression from the Syrian Government The United Nations Development Programme (2013) explain that there are ways in countries can be prepared for conflict which will allow the deaths related to conflict to be prevented. These include:
· “Supporting the development of national and local violence observatories, conflict early warning systems and technology to monitor and address recurring violence, as well as to ensure peace during moments of high stress, such as elections;”
· “Building the conflict management and mediation capacity of key national institutions to resolve disputes;”
· “Training national and local mediators and facilitators;”
· “Ensuring that vulnerable groups such as women are able to effectively participate in conflict prevention activities;” and
· “Establishing and convening formal and informal opportunities for dialogue to address specific conflicts.”
According to the Ministry of Defence (2019) the majority of British national deaths relating to conflict are due to military operations in countries such as Cyprus, Iraq and Afghanistan. Withnall (2014) supports this statement as in 2014 Britain became free from conflict for the first time in 100 years which shows that it is evident that conflict related deaths are most likely caused by foriegn operations. The Royal Navy (2020) state that they prioritise conflict prevention and some methods they use include strategic positioning in order to protect and stabilise the seas, stabilising hotspots in which they protect fragile states to prevent threats from escalating, have a good global presence in order to protect threats of Britain’s interests and lastly reassuring regional powers in order to increase close relationships globally. The actions of the Royal Navy determine why the rate is so low in the UK it suggests that the UK is organised in any way to prevent any internal conflict or conflict that will affect the british people.
[bookmark: _Toc39509417]Proportion of population subjected to (a) physical violence, (b) psychological violence and (c) sexual violence in the previous 12 months. 

Bohn (2018) explains that the vast majority of women in Afghanistan are subject to physical, psychological and sexual violence. She states that violence in the country is so catastrophic that Afghanistan is considered the worst place in the world to be a woman. Amnesty (2020) support this statement as they explain that violence towards women promote inequalities in the country such as less girls and women in education which she states has resulted in 87% of Afghan women being illiterate as well as the fact that 70-80% of women are likely to be put in a forced marriage.
Rivas (2020) explains that Afghanistan is far from having an effective prevention in order to tackle this issue. Barr (2018) agrees with this due to the fact that current laws in place to protect women are proven to be ineffective. She states that the Law on the Elimination of Violence Against Women was put into place in 2009 however it is common knowledge women are still being neglected by the Afghan Criminal Justice System. Saramad and Sultani (2013) explain that the percentage of women that experience violence from an intimate partner is declining slightly and could be a result of interventions from the Afghanistan independent human rights Commission (AIHRC). These interventions include publishing more reports on women’s rights and presenting recommendations to the state of Afghanistan, promote women’s rights in schools, universities, colleges and military training centres and bring positive changes to the public behaviour and perceptions of the rights of women. This shows that there are plans in place to improve the quality of life in Afghanistan for women however in order to do it effectively drastic interventions need to be put into place.

Martinson (2014) states that violence against women in Europe is considered a violation of human rights. The European Institute for gender equality (2017) agrees that Europe has the lowest rates of violence against women due to all of the laws supporting human rights and gender equality one being The national strategy for the eradication of violence against women 2013—2016. They also state that in Spain 22% of Women have experienced some sort of physical or psychological violence which is 11% lower than the European average. The Council of Europe (2018) agrees that Spain is one of the highest performing countries of this factor in Europe which has encouraged other countries to seek advice on how they can reduce these rates. They state that a main factor of the low rates of violence against women include having dedicated police units, courts and procecuters that specialise in this field. This shows that the Spanish Government prioritise violence against women and shows interventions they are using are proven to be effective.
[bookmark: _Toc39509418]Conclusion 

Overall based on research in this report the target within this goal is having a beneficial impact on the countries striving to achieve it. It also highlights how much people in countries such as El Salvador, Syria and Afghanistan are suffering due to other ongoing issues such as war, terrorism and gang violence.  This also determines that low or middle income countries are less likely to achieve this goal and therefore more guidance on how to get most effective results should be given to them.
[bookmark: _Toc39509419]Recommendations

In order to have the best chance at achieving this goal Wahlén (2019) recommends that  countries complete numerous steps. The first one is to encourage relationships between national, regional and local governments. She states that it is important that all levels of governments understand and implement changes in order to achieve this goal. She also states that good partnerships with international organisations, education systems such as universities, civil society and the public and private sectors will ensure that citizens of that country understand what they need to do in order to achieve it. She also suggests that the government prioritise human rights initiatives during decision making processes. When decisions are more people centered a lot of benefits can be created meaning the goal is more likely to be achieved, even in low and middle income countries.
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