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· Barrett
 notes, “The Peoples Temple was a gift to anti-cultists…and to sensationalist writing in tabloid newspapers…”

· pre-millennial expectation of a catastrophic end/ apocalyptic feeling


closed-access charismatic leader


weapons

· Redefinition of reality 

· “Different paths to tragedy”.
 

THE PEOPLES TEMPLE

· The Peoples Temple of the Disciples of Christ, James Jones, 1955. 

· Father Divine, God incarnate. Died 1965 Jones said he was subsequently reincarnated in him.  

· Jim Jones preached an 'activist Christianity'.  

· By 1971 there were 2000 members of the PT.

· Humanitarian of the Year

· Martin Luther King Jr Humanitarian Award.

· 1973, 8 members of the PT left. 

· Jones: ‘These 8 people might cause our group to go down.  They could say things to discredit our group.  This might be the time to make our translation together’.  (Translation = suicide).  

· Guyana , Jonestown.  

· Barrett gives possible reasons for the move to Guyana.  First, disquiet about his ‘healings’.  Second, risk of investigation into financial irregularities.  Third, attracted by the Marxist regime of Guyana – socialist utopia.  Fourth, as a way of overcoming the precariousness of charisma.
  That is, changing the goal posts to keep the leader one step ahead of the followers.  

· Congressman Leo Ryan 

· 1 Nov 1978 Ryan sent a telegram to Jonestown, asking permission to visit.  

· The Congressman is Dead...and the journalists.  The GDF Guyanese Defence Forces] will be here in 45 minutes...we must die with dignity.  

· One member, Bea Orst, describes her absence regretfully: 'I would have been proud to take it [the poison]'.

· The mother of one member who died asked: ‘Why do they call it a cult? To the people it was their church’.

THE BRANCH DAVIDIANS:

· Rose out of Seventh Day Adventism.  

· Founder, Victor Houteff, broke away from the 7DAs in 1935.  

· Settled in Waco in Texas, and called their land Mt Carmel.  

· Two main beliefs that differentiated the Davidians from the 7DA - 


1. That the end of the age was imminent, less than 12 months away.

2. The Gods kingdom of 144,000 faithful would presently be established in Palestine.  

· Houteff died in 1955 

· Ben Roden, leader of Branch Davidians to 1987. 

· Vernon Howell/David Koresh, 'the sinful messiah'.  

· Mark Breault

· On February 1993 over 100 ATF agents and assorted other law enforcement officers, several National Guard helicopters, and later several tanks and armoured combat vehicles attempted to storm the compound.  

· The siege lasted for 51 days, and resulted in the death of over 80 BDs (a third of them British) and 4 ATF agents.  

· Barrett
: In one sense, Koresh was clearly a powerful and probably unscrupulous leader looking for a following.  In another, he was at least partly the creation of the supercharged apocalyptic atmosphere of the movement…His followers were looking for a leader and the more power he assumed, the more devotion they gave him; his claim to be the Lamb of God was bolstered by their belief and support. 

THE ORDER OF THE SOLAR TEMPLE

· Between 1994 and 1997, over 70 members of the ST died in Switzerland, France and Canada.  Some had been shot, some poisoned and suffocated.  Most were burned.  

· Leaders: Luc Jouret and Joseph de Mambro.  

· Unavoidable 'dissolution' of the human race.  

AUM SHINRI-KYO:

· Founded in 1987, by Shoko Asahara.  

· Syncretism of Buddhism, Taoism, Hinduism, Apocalyptic Christianity.

· Asahara taught that the world consists of the gross world of everyday experiences, the astral world of images which we experience in our dreams, and the causal world of ideas.  Above these three is the world of truth.  Through following the teachings of Aum, it is possible to emancipate the self, and to move freely from one world to the next.  Supreme bliss and freedom are the ultimate  achievements.   

· 20 March 1995, 11 people died and over 5,500 injured when sarin gas was released in Tokyo's underground.  Different from the others as attacked strangers.  

HEAVEN’S GATE: 1997

· Marshall Applewhite and Bonnie Nettles. 

· In 1997, 39 members of Heaven’s Gate were found dead (San Diego).  They had taken a combination of alcohol, painkillers and tranquillisers.  The Medical examiner of San Diego termed it ‘an immaculately carried out group decision’.  

· ‘Do’ (Applewhite) and ‘Ti’ (Nettles).  

· ‘Next level above human’ or the ‘evolutionary level above human’. 

· ‘Spaded under’ (body is vehicle for soul).  
· ‘Return home’
· Ti (Nettles) died in 1985 and the appearance of the comet was believed to be a sign from her that the time had come to abandon bodily ‘containers’.

· Hale-Bopp comet discovered in 1995 by Alan Hale and Thomas Bopp (astronomers).  Chuck Shramek (amateur astronomer) noticed an attachment to Hale-Bopp and said it was an alien spaceship.  
· ‘It was only a matter of time before someone hit on the notion of taking a spaceship to heaven’, (Sunday Times 30.3.97).  
· Internet was the main method of communication.  

· ‘Owes more to Star Trek than the Bible’ (Sunday Times 30.3.97)
· Also ‘Suicide cult had rendezvous with spacecraft behind comet’ (The Times 28.3.97).

Farewell video

Those who died had recorded video messages to be left behind.  

· One follower (Sunday Times 30.3.98) said ‘Maybe they are crazy, for all I know.  But I don’t have any choice but to go for it, because I’ve been on this planet for 31 years and there’s nothing here for me.  If suicide was the group’s decision, that’s better than being around here with absolutely nothing to do’.  Another stated ‘I am doing this of my own free will.  It is not something someone brainwashed me into or convinced me of, or did a con job on.  If anybody feels bad about that, that’s just their problem’.  

· Another praised her 21 years in the NRM.

· Another said that they were going home to those who sent us here…the most joyous occasion you can possibly imagine.

· Human parents do not possess the offspring that they have.  Breaking away from the world is not easy, but we must become another human being and abort the human mind…a new creature is born. We came from distant space and are about to return.  (Applewhite, Inside Story video).

Former members

· Why should people not feel able to choose to return to their creator? Why do we have to wait?

· Heaven’s Gate gives access to the Kingdom of Heaven without having to wait to die first.

· Appealing because the message is Christian but in a modern, updated way.  Mary was impregnated after being taken up by a spacecraft.  This answer is better than the ‘virgin birth’, it’s technical, has physicality to it.

· We saw ourselves as the ‘cult ‘of ‘cults’.  We used to say we are not here to be brainwashed, we are here to beg to be brainwashed.

· There were idle threats that if we ‘missed the boat’ we might not get another chance.  ‘Last chance to evacuate planet earth’.

· One member said that Applewhite was hiding from his homosexuality, hence celibacy and androgynous appearance of members.  Applewhite and 7 other male members had been castrated.
· Members wore patches on their clothes that read ‘Heaven’s Gate Away Team’.

· One former members noted that people die for all sorts of reasons, for their country, for their family, etc.  Dying for one’s beliefs is valid, especially when not hurting anyone else.  
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