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	SCOPE:
This Method Statement outlines the procedures, safety measures, and compliance with relevant British Standards (BS) for plumbing works. The objective is to ensure that the installation, maintenance, and repair of plumbing systems are carried out safely, efficiently, and in full compliance with legal and quality standards. This statement applies to the installation of water supply lines, drainage systems, and fixtures in both residential and commercial buildings.

This method statement includes:
· Installation of water supply and drainage systems.
· Connection of plumbing fixtures such as sinks, toilets, showers, and water heaters.
· Testing and commissioning of plumbing systems.
· Maintenance and repair of plumbing systems, as required.

PERMIT TO WORK SYSTEMS:
Permits to be in place prior to commencement of works, the following list of work permits will be needed

1. Hot works permit (cutting of material)
Works WILL NOT commence until relevant permits are in place. (HSE, 2024)

TEAM BREIFING:
Prior to the commencement of any work, the Site Manager shall explain the content of this Method Statement, associated Risk Assessment and any permits necessary to the work party. Documents to be signed by work party before commencement.



















	PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT:
All personnel engaged in the above activity shall wear the following P.P.E in accordance with the Health and Safety At Work Act H.A.S.A.W.A (1974) and CDM Regulations (2015)-
· Safety Footwear 
· Head Protection
· Hi-Viz Vest/Jacket
· Gloves 
· Safety Glasses if required
(HSE, N/A) (legislation.gov, 2015) (Kingspan, 2024)

COSHH:
All COSHH regulations are to be followed, and RAMS read and signed by operatives, all operatives will have the correct training and knowledge to carry out the works correctly and safely. (HSE, 2020)

MATERIALS:
· Pipes: PVC, copper, or PEX pipes as per BS EN 1452 (PVC) or BS EN 1057 (copper).
· Fittings: Elbows, tees, and reducers conforming to BS 1345 (copper) and BS 4514 (plastic).
· Valves: Gate, ball, and check valves in compliance with BS EN 1213.
· Fixtures: Sinks, toilets, bathtubs, and other sanitary fixtures to meet BS 12056 (drainage systems) and BS 6700 (water services).
· Sealants: Jointing compounds conforming to BS EN 751-1.
(bsigroup, 2023) (engineeringtoolbox, N/A)
EQUIPMENT:
· Pipe cutters, pipe benders, and threading tools (BS 6500).
· Power drills and screwdrivers (BS EN 60745).
· Pipe wrenches and pliers (BS 8750).
· Soldering tools for copper pipes (BS EN 1254-1).
· Testing equipment: Pressure testing devices and flow meters.
(HSE, 2024) (Hilti, 2024) (ServiceTitan, 2024)













	SAFETY MEASURES:
1. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE):
· Workers must wear appropriate PPE including safety goggles, gloves, and steel-toe boots, as per BS EN 345.
2. Tool Safety:
· Ensure all tools and equipment are regularly maintained and meet the relevant safety standards (e.g., BS EN 60745 for power tools).
· Follow PUWER (1998) regulations at all times.
· Use appropriate safety measures when working with heat sources for soldering.
3. Worksite Safety:
· The work area must be secured to prevent unauthorized access. Ensure scaffolding and ladders are safe, in compliance with BS 1139 and BS 1129, respectively.
· Use proper lifting techniques for heavy materials and equipment.
(CPDonline, 2024) (HSE, 2024) (puwer, 2016)




PROCEDURE:
1. All RAMS to be read and signed by all parties prior to commencement of the works.

2. The correct operatives to be assigned the task and only trained personnel to be instructed to use mechanical plant.

3. Pipe Installation:
· Begin by installing water supply pipes and drainage systems in line with the approved plans. Ensure pipes are properly aligned, with adequate slope for drainage (minimum 1 in 40 for horizontal drainage pipes as specified in BS 12056).

· Water Supply: Install pipes made from PVC, copper, or PEX following BS EN 1452 or BS EN 1057 standards. Copper pipes should be installed using the proper soldering techniques outlined in BS EN 1254-1.

· Drainage System: Install drainage systems in accordance with BS 12056 and BS 6700. Ensure the correct sizing and material selection for all drainpipes to meet capacity and flow requirements.

*All installation process are to follow both documents T and H of the Building Regulations 2010*

4. Fixture Installation:
· Connect fixtures such as toilets, sinks, and showers using the appropriate fittings. Ensure all joints are sealed with approved sealants such as those conforming to BS EN 751-1. While following the Water Supply (Water Fittings) Regulations 1999.
· Install shut-off valves and ensure proper connections to the water supply and drainage systems as per BS 1213 for valves.

5. Traps and Venting:
· Install traps and vents as per BS 12056. Ensure all traps are positioned to avoid blockages and that the drainage system is vented to prevent vacuum formation.

6. Testing:
· Perform a pressure test on the water supply system at a pressure of 1.5 times the working pressure, as per BS 6700. This test checks for leaks and ensures the system's integrity.
· Conduct a drainage test by running water through the system and checking for proper drainage flow, ensuring compliance with BS 12056.

7. Commissioning:
· Clean up the work area and ensure no debris remains in the system. Confirm that all fixtures are functioning properly.
· Hand over the system to the client with appropriate instructions for use and maintenance.
(C7DTeam, 2021) (KDdrainage, 2024) (RSAndrews, 2023) (gov.uk, 2023) (gov.uk, 2015) (Cityplumbing, 2023) (gov.uk, 2020)
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