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Learners, schools, and communities: where am I teaching?


Written response – A proposal for a school community project.


Using your knowledge of teaching 7–11-year-old learners, write a proposal for a school community project.



























Introduction 

	The purpose of this written assignment response is to propose ‘School A’ with an academic community project. Throughout the assignment I will identify my previous placement school as ‘School A’ to ensure confidentiality and anonymity (BERA, 2024). The school is located in a small village in the Rhondda Cynon Taff area. There are 424 pupils attending the school between the ages of three and eleven and the school is organised into fourteen different classes. It has been identified that 11% of pupils within the school have additional learning needs and undertake additional support daily (Estyn, 2018).

 For the assignment I have identified the main focus to build upon a project introduced throughout Wales. This proposal aims to encourage and inspire young people alongside the involvement of the community to support the learning journey of all children. I believe that the community project proposal promotes community involvement throughout and will encourage and inspire the children further through their education journey.

The school community project will focus on careers in Wales, allowing parental and carer involvement through the learning experience of the children whilst allowing all learners opportunity to develop and gain further knowledge throughout the curriculum. The school community project supports the advanced learning of the young people in the community and throughout the schools allowing them the encouragement to think and consider further ideas and choices regarding their futures. (Officer, 2023)

The pupil learning is focused upon further skills and development to aid the future of the children within school A allowing them to consider and explore different options available to them and gaining an insight into the variety of careers pursued. I’ve chosen this area as a focus to allow further pupil progress and more complex insight for the learners into the future in which they may pursue.

School A already have several areas of community interactions throughout creating advanced learning opportunities and experiences whilst meeting the needs of community involvement throughout. The school engage with the local chapel by attending and participating in choir concerts and completing charity walks to raise money for local causes. They also organise monthly pupil led assemblies for parents and carers and arrange fairs for events further allowing the involvement of all throughout the school and the community whilst attending educational school trips within the community supporting local businesses. The school also have a food shed just beyond the school gates available to the community selling food essentials at a discounted price to encourage healthy eating whilst providing an accessible source for all throughout. 


Literature Review 

	Throughout the project the children will be provided with the opportunity to participate in advanced learning experiences in line with the curriculum for Wales, aiming to encourage ambitious capable learners throughout alongside a focus upon being ethically informed citizens (Donaldson, 2015). The aim of the project will also encourage individuality and aspiration to consider future choices and explore the different paths that are followed by members of the community, parents, and carers (Isaac, 2014). 

	Community is seen as those who live in the same area or a group of people who share similar hobbies, interests, or jobs (Dictionary, 2019). Child development is encouraged through developing relationships and allowing child growth in several areas through the community to benefit their lives. Children are provided with opportunities to gain a sense of belonging and build upon themselves as an individual and their identity (Anon., 2018). 

Community involvement encourages child development throughout new skill development and following interests whilst engaging with the community throughout (Anon., 2022). Children gain a sense of belonging and worthiness when being part of a community and develop relationships and connections throughout to aid them holistically to develop new skills and utilise them daily (Anon., 2020). Community involvement throughout the project allows the children an insight into the lives of those around them and the careers in which they purse daily. The involvement of the community is academically engaging for children within the school throughout the project and allows opportunity for families to share an insight to the learning of their individual children and their needs whilst aiding the learning experience of others (Officer, 2023). Contribution from the community allows children to gain a social role within the community and invites them into the lives lived by those throughout the community. They are introduced to different industries and economic development for the changes in society with job roles and careers pursued (Insights, 2024).

Parent involvement is seen as the active participation of a parent or carer to the education and academic journey of a child (News, 2020). Parent and carer involvement has a crucial role in the support given throughout the children’s learning and it found to have a visual increase in learning outcomes (Anon., 2018). Research has found that parent and carer involvement is important for academic progression and development (Mishra, et al., 2020). 

Parental involvement has been a focus throughout schools for a long time and is seen to have a positive impact on the education and academical journey of the young people (Stanford, 2023). Children develop positive approaches to their education and perform better both outside and inside the school whilst building relationships further with parents and carers through social activities within the school benefiting their educational experience (News, 2020).
	
Parents can occasionally become overly involved in the academic aspect of their child’s life and this can often lead to unequal opportunity provided to different children. The pressure of a parent being involved can also been seen as highly interfering and intimidating for the children to perform at their best throughout their education (Schmid, 2021).

Research has proven that parental and carer involvement throughout career related learning inspires and motivates their drive to the opportunities available (Rogers, 2020). Allowing children to explore and interact with different careers encourages their choices and views. Children should be provided with the opportunity to ask questions and explore the responsibilities within specific roles to empower their career choice in future (Anon., 2021). Introducing the roles to the children allows them to interact and gain a positive impact from the career related learning and showing them that the opportunities available are endless. The imagination and creative thinking of the child will be encouraged allowing further progression throughout the academic process (Rogers, 2020).

	It can be seen as irrelevant for children between the ages of three and eleven to consider and think about career choice. However, opportunities should be presented to children allowing them to gain interest and understand the different roles played within the community (Rogers, 2020). Discussing careers at a young age provided a focus and a main drive for a child or young person, they will start to develop new skills and gain interest to motivate their academics (Twinkl, 2023). 

Project Aims 

The key aim of the project proposal is to allow all children to gain opportunity and a vast insight into the different lives pursed and lived by people within the community whilst allowing members of the community involvement in the overall learning, development, and inspiring process of the children’s career related learning within School A. The project proposal aims to build upon the relationships between members of the community, parents, carers and young people within the school whilst aiding and encouraging the knowledge and development of the children through skills and thinking processes. The proposal aims to be focused among one whole day and implemented through different activities following through the usual routine week. 

As previously mentioned, School A already participate and engage within the community, and it is within the heart of the school to support those around them whilst creating the best learning experience for the children to aid and develop them throughout. The school contribute to the food bank within the community, and this has previously been advertised within the community in local corner shops and within the chapel, this has already built a positive community relationship and environment for all. The project supports the learning of each individual through community engagement whilst rearranging the classroom routine to highlight the event. 

Last year the government introduced a new careers programme throughout primary schools to encourage young people to consider several different options and aspirations for future careers and jobs. Lessons throughout the classroom have connections with a variation of careers and devolvement of different skills (Officer, 2023). The children are introduced to exploring their futures and the world of work to develop their own thinking process around the matter (Jenkins, 2021). Throughout the project the children are provided with opportunities to meet members of the community as role models from a range of different backgrounds and industries to inspire them further (Officer, 2023).

Arranged with parents, carers and members of the local community is a day dedicated to the different careers within the community. Parents and carers from different jobs and backgrounds will attend the school and discuss with the children their role and answer questions prepared by the children. Parents and carers from different roles will be asked to attend the school and there will be a range of different industries present to discuss their roles and responsibilities throughout their job. When schools families and communities work together it has been found to positively impact the community throughout and inspires a stronger environment overall (www.gov.wales, 2023).

	Learners in key stage 2, those between the ages of seven and eleven, will start the day by working in groups with teachers within the classroom to form different questions for the range of discussion to be had with those from different industries throughout the day. The children will gain insights from the parents who work in different industries and gain further understanding throughout the roles and responsibilities had within the job title. Following the children will have opportunity to ask questions in which they previously prepared to gain further understanding of the role and what it inhales. The children will continue the day by producing a source of written work (Story Map, Poem, Letter, Story, Essay) discussing their desired jo role after listening to the opportunities and differentiation between the roles played by parents and carers. 

	Learners in foundation phase, those between the ages of three and six, will have a less formal day to suit the techniques used throughout their classrooms. Throughout the day the children will attend a local play area, the play area supports careers in Wales and has areas throughout to allow role play for the children. They will be provided with the opportunity to play and dress up whilst using their creative minds and freedom to imagine the working life in the set area within the facility. The children will further be invited to listen to the job roles of some parents and carers within the school. 

The children have opportunities to build upon knowledge and gain understanding by engaging within the day and question the different roles played by members of the community in line with the new programme introduced by the government (Officer, 2023). Creating opportunities for children to learn new skills allows them meaningful employment by using their unique skills and qualification learnt throughout (Insights, 2024).

To organise the event and identify a range of industries and careers to attend the event, a letter will be sent out too all carers and parents within the school community encouraging them to participate and gain involvement throughout the career related learning. Consideration for all participants would be considered thinking about the finance and wage loss action that may be taken for those who work in the day. The day will be presented and advertised as voluntary to support the learning of the young people within the school. 

Parents and carers will gain an insight into the aims of the project and be encouraged to give the children a wide insight into the roles and responsibilities that the undertake daily. Parents and carers will be encouraged to bring equipment used throughout their role to aid the children in thinking creatively about the role completed. 

The school day and classroom routines are busy throughout all schools and there are lots of things covered daily. The routine changes consistently throughout schools and no day is ever the same. Taking consideration for all of the different factors throughout the school, a timetable would be created for the day appropriate to each section throughout, a copy would be provided to all members of staff throughout the school and to any visitors in attendance throughout. This will ensure there is still structure throughout the day and organisation to ensure effectiveness throughout (O'Malley, 2022).


Measuring impact 

It is crucial to measure the impact of learning and progression throughout the proposal to identify and evaluate the effectiveness of the project on both the children and the community meeting the aims. Measuring impact boosts learning and improves teaching to improve education for all (Insights, 2024). Measuring impact throughout the project will analyse the academic achievements and parental communication of the project. The attitudes and behaviour of the children can also be measured and found to impact the children positively within and throughout the classroom (Pomerantz & Monti, 2024). 

I will measure the impact and effectiveness of the proposal using formative assessment, it is a technique used to improve teaching and learning using different methods and teaching style to enhance pupil progression and development (Brown, 2016). Formative assessment is a form of monitoring and assessing the understanding of learners and using the outcomes to adapt the teaching methods to aid the children further and address the individual needs of the children (Benjamin, 2024). Formative assessment is a technique used on the spot to evaluate the effectiveness on the children’s knowledge and understanding (staff, 2023).
Formative assessment is seen overall as an interactive teaching and learning strategy allowing teachers and professional practitioners opportunity to enhance the learning experience of the learners (Johnson, n.d.). Assessment supports the learning outcome for the teaching undertaken and aids the learning experience of the individuals allowing continuous progression (Donaldson, 2015). 

	To measure the impact of the project I would design a questionnaire to assess the knowledge and understanding of the event to the children. The questionnaire will consist of a variety of questions to assess the impact of the careers day and how the children experienced the event. The questionnaire will allow opportunity for change and identify the effectiveness of the event to the overall progression found by the children. The questionnaire will cover forms of self-reflection throughout to allow the children to consider ways that they thought before the project. 

	Questionnaires are seen as a mostly effective and accessible techniques to use to measure impact throughout schools. They are distributed easily across large numbers of people and are flexible to complete. Opinions can be seen clearly and typed in detail to gain full understanding of the participants view and understanding (Kuphanga, 2024). They allow opportunity for both open and closed ended questions to allow more in depth analysis of the thoughts and opinions of the particular participant (Cornell, 2023).

	Questionnaires also carry disadvantages, with the language being unclear at times. The question and response can be misinterpreted with explanation occasionally needed and when collecting a large number of responses, it can be time consuming to collect more accurate answers from several individuals (Kuphanga, 2024). 


Evaluation 

To fully evaluate the project, it is important to consider the possible strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats that may impact the project using a SWOT analysis (See Appendix One). 

One of the main strengths identified in the SWOT analysis (See Appendix One) is the overall development of general skills throughout the event. The children will use their social skills to discuss and interact with the visitors among the school allowing them to fully engage within the day. They will interact and ask questions alongside continuing discussions with their peers to evaluate what they have discovered and how they will move forward. Social skills are important to mature and succeed throughout life and the event will allow children to use their social skills throughout (Dawson, 2011).

A weakness identified in the SWOT analysis (See Appendix One)  is the lack of engagement from parents and carers for the event. Some parents and carers may be hesitant to allow participation in an event that may seem irrelevant for children at their young ages and parents may be of the opinion that there are more things of importance to focus on throughout their child’s school day. The development of the children can be progressed significantly by allowing participation in the career’s day. The children can develop several new skills and aim to achieve the best they can by listening to the achievements and the ambitions of the visitors. The children’s development is achieved most throughout their academic journey where they can interact and build upon knowledge consistently (Alto, 2022).

Throughout the SWOT analysis (See Appendix One) several opportunities were identified to aid the children through the community project. The children throughout the school will have opportunities to develop several key skill and development areas throughout the day including their language, literacy and communication. The opportunities throughout the career’s day are endless, the children can feel valued and find further potential interests to explore and refine their development of different skills (Eaton, 2023). There are also opportunities to build relationships with the community involving parents and carers, the children are provided with opportunities to understand different roles and develop social skills through communication, discussion, and active questioning throughout the day (Fernandes, 2022).

Finally, the SWOT analysis (See Appendix One) also presented threats throughout the project proposal identifying the main concern of participants. There is a threat that finding the volunteers throughout the community and among parents and carers may not be possible due to busy lifestyles and working during the school day. In this instance the opportunities for the children to experience the planned proposal will be limited, but there are members of staff within the school willing to discuss their past careers and how they have been led to the role in which they have pursued. The staff within the school will have the knowledge and understanding to take the responsibility of becoming the role models for the event if required to ensure full opportunity is provided to the young children within the school to continue their development and progress through their educational journey. 

The SWOT analysis (See Appendix One) has allowed evaluation of the community project proposal and has identified different areas of strength, weakness, and support. Above can be seen the impact that this project will have on the children and their overall development to focus on the project introduced by the government (Officer, 2023).


Conclusion 

	To conclude the school community project proposal, mainly focusing on key stage two learners, will build positive and encouraging relationships within the community and promote opportunities for all children within School A allowing continuous development. The careers day will focus upon the ambitions of the children and allow them to gain interest and focus for their futures following the curriculum for Wales programme. The meaningful activities and engagement throughout the day will motivate and promote the children to succeed to their full potential using different skills.

	The project promotes the importance of a healthy environment and community with the academic involvement of parents and carers. The promotion and opportunity for continuous development is a constant drive throughout the proposal allowing parental involvement to drive the learners to further achievement. 

	Throughout the assignment literature has supported the importance of community involvement and has identified that pupil progression is developed upon through building community relationships and parental involvement.

Throughout the assignment I have developed further understanding regarding the importance of community involvement and the impact it has upon the children within the environment. I found that parental involvement plays a significant part in the overall academic journey of the child and builds more complex relationships.
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