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1.1 [bookmark: _Toc134484847]Introduction 

The report aims to present research on the impact of VLE or Virtual Learning Environment on the students of UWTSD at its London campus. The emergence of ICT technology has brought a great revolution in the student's learning process as well as in the teaching procedure of the professors. Moreover, the consequence of Covid-19 has provoked all the leading colleges and universities to accept a virtual learning environment in the teaching-learning process. So, the University of Wales Trinity Saint David is one such educational institution which gives focus to providing a virtual learning environment for its students. Through both the primary and secondary data the research process is analysed here.        
[bookmark: _Toc134484848]1.2 Research Background 
After the massive impact of the Coronavirus, there are huge trends in digital learning across UK universities. Most of the learning environments of the UK colleges and universities became digitised to continue their teaching-learning process by providing students best learning experiences for their higher studies. UWTSD is one of those universities which have a progressive view to modify their students' learning experiences through Moodle which is one of the best ways to provide students with better learning experiences. Besides different kinds of main courses, 21% of UK students prefer to acquire online courses to enhance their higher studies (Clark, 2021). So, with this reflection, it is reflected that the virtual learning environment Moodle has played a significant role for the students of UWTSD on the London campus. 58.3% of students consider that they have gained better learning experiences coming in contact with the virtual learning environment Moodle (Edubirdie, 2023).  
[bookmark: _Toc134484849]1.3 Aim and Objectives 
[bookmark: _Toc134484850]1Aim 
To determine the impact of VLE or virtual learning environment on the student's learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.  
[bookmark: _Toc134484851]2 Objectives 
a. To assess different aspects of VLE and its impact on the student's learning experience.  
b. To understand and discuss the advantages and limitations of a virtual learning environment. 
c. To analyse the strategies to overcome the limitations. 
[bookmark: _Toc134484852]1.4 Research Questions 
a. What are the variety of aspects of VLE and its influences on students’ learning? 
b. What are the advantages and limitations of VLE?
c. What are effective strategies for overcoming the limitations? 
[bookmark: _Toc134484853]1.5 Rationale of the research 
The modern learning era is gradually shifting to virtual platforms. The research shows a suitable description of how the management body of UWTSD has conducted their process to link its students with the experiences of virtual learning. It seeks to find the impact of virtual learning on the students of the mentioned university. The virtual learning environment provided by UWTSD authority has promoted the students' distance learning experience with a variety of positive features which include improved accessibility, easy navigating capacity etc. With the highest acceptance of digital learning VLE becomes a comfort zone for the students' learning. Thus, the research logically seeks the importance of VLE on the learning experience of UWTSD's students (Repository, 2018).   
[bookmark: _Toc134484854]2. Literature Review 
[bookmark: _Toc134484856]The basic concept of VLE 
According to Torres Martín et al. (2021), VLE or virtual learning environment is a digital-based teaching-learning process which has enhanced the physical learning atmosphere by which both the professors and the students are highly benefited. In the progression of higher studies, the importance of VLE is undeniable as it provides students with a variety of solutions to their learning issues digitally with more developed experience to continue a course with the process of VLE. The use of modern technology has played an effective role to serve students instant solutions by improving their communication according to their comfort. This added value has made the virtual learning process popular among students and teachers, especially with the advent of Covid-19. While the students get advantages in resolving their learning issues, this process helps the teachers and professors to design a variety of learning content which they can distribute among the students equally at the same time (Walleit, 2021).      
[bookmark: _Toc134484857]Positive and negative sides of VLE 
According to Ryan and Poole (2019) among a variety of positive sides, one of the most important sides of virtual learning lies in this ability to convert the passive learners into active ones. In the conventional learning environment, passive learners can not improve themselves due to their ineffectiveness in the learning process. The technology-based learning process makes all the students prompt to achieve their course by maintaining their communication easily and comfortably. By following this process passive learners can improve their critical thinking skills which is a significant characteristic of succeeding in higher studies. Students and teachers can save time and money by creating a smooth bridge among themselves through VLE (Thompson, 2023).      
Some training and experiment-based courses are not allowed in the virtual learning environment as these need practical learning including a variety of training processes. Besides, it needs a fluent internet connection to continue the study process which demands the investment of money. The screen timing issues can push the students to frequent physical diseases (Walleit, 2021).   
[bookmark: _Toc134484858]Strategies for overcoming issues 
First of all, students must be self-disciplined to overcome the issues of virtual learning so that they can utilise their time for their educational purposes. In the process of VLE students should focus on their learning material, group conversation etc. but within their learning activities, they must take breaks at a regular intervals of time so that they can not be affected by the radiation of their electronic gadgets. Nowadays, many tech companies are providing different opportunities for getting better internet service. Students can be benefited by using cloud-based internet services to progress in their higher studies (Walleit, 2021).     
[bookmark: _Toc134484860]3. Research Methodology 
[bookmark: _Toc134484861]3.1 Introduction 
This part exhibits the procedures of research by following Saunders's research onion which has helped the researcher to conduct the research in a systematic approach from beginning to end. With the gradual process, different parts of the research have been explored which can give a good understanding of the whole research process (Thesismind, 2019).   
[bookmark: _Toc134484862]3.2 Research methods 
[bookmark: _Toc134484863]Research design 
The researcher has preferred to use the descriptive design to continue the research on the impact of VLE on the students of UWTSD. It focuses on the reasons behind the research which are derived from a variety of sources and data. A variety of quantitative and qualitative data are used here to give the research a progressive acceleration (Voxco, 2023).   
[bookmark: _Toc134484866]Research choice 
Out of qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods, the researcher has chosen the mixed method to proceed with the research topic. Both the qualitative and quantitative data have been used by the researcher to identify the impact of VLE on the learning experience of the students of UWTSD. By choosing the mixed method the researcher has enlarged his or her deeper understanding of the topic (George, 2021).  
[bookmark: _Toc134484867]Research Strategy 
[bookmark: _Toc134484869]In the section on research strategy, the researcher has prepared a set of questionnaires for organising a survey. Through this process, the researcher has found a variety of real-time information associated with the impact of VLE on the students' learning experience. As it follows a survey, authentic information has been collected for enhancing the better experience and learning about the impact of VLE (DeFranzo, 2023). 

Data collection and Analysis 
Both the primary and secondary data have been collected here to conduct the business. The primary resources have provided the researcher with a good amount of authentic and qualitative data while the latter reflects both the qualitative and quantitative data by which the researcher has got a clear scenario of the impact of VLE on the students of UWTSD (Bouchrika, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc134484872]4. Findings, analysis and Discussion 
[bookmark: _Toc134484873]4.1 Primary data analysis 
1. Is it hard to use Moodle?
	Options
	Percentatge

	Yes
	31.3%

	No
	31.3%

	Medium
	37.5%



Out of 16 respondents most of the pupils respond to the medium in the context of answering their view about the functions of Moodle which stand at 37.5%. Each of the sections Yes and No presents 31.3%.    
2. Is it effective to use Moodle in the teaching-learning process?
	Options
	Percentatge

	Good
	81.3%

	Moderate
	12.5%

	Bad
	6.2%



In the second question, 81.3% of respondents believe that the VLE process through Moodle has been effective in the teaching-learning process. 12.5% of students selected the moderate option to answer the question.
3. Do you use Moodle frequently?
	Options
	Percentatge

	Yes
	50%

	No
	37.5%

	Medium
	12.5%



Among 16 students 50% of students have stated that they use Moodle frequently to develop in their higher studies. 37.5% have expressed that they do not use the tool frequently and 12.5 have said as medium.    
4. Will you suggest the VLE tool for the students of other universities?
	Options
	Percentatge

	Yes
	87.5%

	No
	6.25%

	Medium
	6.25%



87.5% of students have suggested the tool to the students of other universities. Here, a maximum number of students have proposed the use of Moodle.  
5. Have you faced any limitations of Moodle? 
	Options
	Percentatge

	Yes
	12.5%

	No
	68.8%

	Sometimes
	18.8%



68.8% of students have stated that they do not face limitations during using Moodle. 12.5% of students have stated that they have faced problems and 18.8% of students go for the option of 'sometimes'.    
[bookmark: _heading=h.wje47e4w7mjg][bookmark: _Toc134484874]4.2 Secondary data analysis 
[image: ]
Figure: Use of Moodle by UK students
Source: (Mosley, 2023) 
The above image shows the increased use of Moodle in the virtual learning environment by UK students. The use of Moodle in UK universities stands at 42% which proves the wide range of acceptance of this VLE tool. It also serves as proof of the good impact of this tool on the students of UWTSD (Mosley, 2023).  
[bookmark: _Toc134484875]5. Conclusion and Recommendations 
[bookmark: _Toc134484876]5.1 Conclusion 
The research report elaborates on a long process of researching the impact of the virtual learning environment on the UWTSD students' learning experience. The research proceeds through some of the objectives of the researcher in the research context. Both the primary and secondary data have been collected to accomplish the research. The secondary data are derived from qualified sources which include authentic websites, journals etc and the primary data are extracted from a set of questionnaires used for conducting surveys on the 16 students of the above-mentioned university. After all, a systematic research methodology is followed here to complete the research.          
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[bookmark: _Toc134484879]Appendix 1- Questionnaire 
1. Is it hard to use Moodle?
Yes
No
Medium 
2. Is it effective to use Moodle in the teaching-learning process?
Good
Moderate 
Bad
3. Do you use Moodle frequently?
Yes 
No 
Medium 
4. Will you suggest the VLE tool for the students of other universities?
Yes 
No 
Maybe 
5. Have you faced any limitations of Moodle? 
Yes 
No 
Sometimes 
[bookmark: _Toc134484880]Appendix 2- Survey Results   
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