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The negation of the now

Jonathan Williams



Is all the viewing preventing us from looking?

Subject area, aims and objectives
Drawing is seeing, looking, really looking. The aim of the studies is to bring the 
art of close observation back to the forefront of conscientiousness and 
recognized as the authentic response to environments.
The objectives will be; Reportage drawings, 3D sculpture observations on 
human behavior, developmental work, exploration of sensory deprivation and 
visual outcomes.

“If you want to see the sky, don’t paint the glass blue’ Alan Watts



Mushin states that intuition, not logic, is the highest form of 
understanding

• Drawing on the philosophy of Zen Buddhism, 
Mushin,or no mind, right here, right now, the 
vital force. The notion of ‘don’t tell me, show 
me’, it is direct  communication beyond words.

• Not thinking, but also not not thinking.



Look

Imperfect

Reality



It is unpredictable not linear, wander the stream, 
nothing further.
This primary experience is being substituted by 
secondary, mediated versions of the world offered by 
T.V. , the internet or gaming for actual experience.
This stepping out of time to create a non linear 
experience, holistic and completely in the present 
with mental clarity and presence.
Words are convenient and precise but cannot depict 
explicitly.

The Menu is not the meal

Alan watts


