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Beach Clean at Llansteffan

Llansteffan

Llansteffan is highly regarded for its visual beauty, by locals and visitors. It is a documented tourist hotspot in Carmarthenshire, with Coastal walks [Carmarthenshire County Council, 2022] A plethora of local run businesses to eat and drink with [Llansteffan Tourism Association, 2016] and home to a 10th century castle with a rich documented history [Llansteffan Castle Ltd., 2022] overlooking the river Tywi estuary.

However, the Tywi estuary is fed through Llandeilo and Carmarthen, two larger towns, and it has been reported in the past that large amounts of rubbish- ‘Animal Carcasses, Plastic, Metal and Building Rubble’ [South Wales Guardian, 2022]- have previously been found in the river. This sort of pollution has the capability to flow downstream and land on the beach, causing an issue for wildlife and damaging the beautiful image of Llansteffan.

How we can help:
We are planning on organising a beach clean from Llansteffan beach to Scott’s bay, Cleaning the main coastal paths and the cliff bases. My team so far consists of Freya Leewater-Bright, Amy Alvarado and Callum Rogers, and we are planning to commence this clean sometime in Late November/Early December.

To help with the execution of the clean, I have been in contact with Surfers Against Sewage, and are also looking to work with Keep Wales Tidy [Keep Wales Tidy, 2022] to gain the appropriate equipment to facilitate our clean. This is readily available at our Local litter picking hub, at Carmarthen town council. Another plan is to contact the National Trust for help via their COASTodian programme. Our backup plan is to purchase the equipment ourselves if availability is against us. 

Evidencing the Clean
I will be recording the entire project via Lumix GH5, and swapping between filming and picking up the litter. We will also be taking photography to show our efforts and disposing via recycling bins in the UWTSD Campus.
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