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This assignment will be identifying and explaining different strategies used in the ‘Early Years Foundation Phase’ in promoting inclusivity throughout educational settings for children and young people in Wales. It will be looking at Race, poverty, religion and additional needs and explaining different strategies used to help promote these aspects to be included in an education setting. This assignment will be critiquing the strategies put into practise and will be explaining the beneficial affects it has on individuals regardless of their needs as well as identifying what is inclusivity and the rights of an individual by looking at their aims of The Equality Act 2010 as well as Universal Rights of a Human Being. This assignment will also give a brief explanation of The Foundation Phase aims and looking at how it focuses on the needs of children and how they are met. 
Inclusivity is seen as a universal right of a human being, as it aims to embrace all individual’s race, religion, gender, disability, sexual orientation and different needs they may have and given them all an equal access and the opportunity and avoiding discrimination where all individuals can be included and use all facilities available in different environments. It enables everyone to participate equally with more confident and to be independent in everyday activities.  An inclusive education is also about how we as practitioners develop and design our schools, classrooms, programme of study and activities so that all children can learn and participate together. In an education setting inclusion is now a term which is described as the rights of parents and children to have the access to mainstream education alongside their peers in order for parents to make sure that their children’s needs are being met. An inclusive setting is provided where effective and thorough planning has been made to activities provided where all needs of children have been adapted  as according to the Foundation Phase 2010 it mentions for school settings to reduce environmental and social barriers  to inclusion and offer opportunities for all children to enable to reach their full potential by improving access to the curriculum, making physical changes to the environment to increase participation and to also information in appropriate format.  (Foundation phase, 2010) This is so that no children are being left out and are being included as well as adapting the needs of all children in the educational setting. According to the Disability Discrimination Act (2005) (DDA) and the Special Education Needs Disability Act (2001) (SENDA), it is the school’s duty to not to treat children with additional needs less favourable than non-disabled children, and to always make sure that they require reasonable adjustments for children with additional needs to make sure that they have access to the curriculum, information and the physical environment. 
The benefits of providing an educational setting with inclusive education will allow children to develop strength and set goals for themselves to encourage them more in learning. Prior to this it will also benefit the setting to be cultural and have respect towards others who are different, this provides the setting to have opportunities to learn and accept individuals differences and will also reduce the rate of harassment and bullying throughout the setting and more chance of children developing friendships with a wide variety of other children with different individual needs and abilities. This will also have a more positive effect on the setting as the school and community will both form an understanding of mixed diversity and inclusion on a broader level. (Inclusionbc.org, 2017)
The Early Years Foundation Phase is a framework which focuses on children’s developmental from the age of 3 years old to the age of 7 years old in Wales, the framework is set out to encourage children to be creative, imaginative and to also enjoy whilst they learn so that learning will be more effective for them. Children are given the opportunity to explore the world around them in order for them to be able to understand how the physical world around them works by taking part in practical activities that are relevant to their developmental stage whilst being challenged so that they can explore and be encouraged to problem solve.  (WILLIAMS, 2017)
The framework sets out the curriculum and outcomes under 7 areas of learning, for each of the area, the educational programme sets out what children should be taught and the outcomes are set out expected standards of the children’s performance, these areas are: Personal and social development, wellbeing and cultural diversity, language literacy and communication skills, mathematical development, Welsh language development, knowledge and understanding of the world, physical development and creative development. (Thomas and Lewis, n.d.)
	There are many different aspects which relate to strategies being promoted in order to put them into practice for inclusion, one of many is race. According to the Early Years Foundation Phase is has been stated that ‘Practitioners ensure that their own knowledge about different cultural groups is up-to-date and consider their own attitudes to people who are different from themselves.’ (Earlyyearsmatters.co.uk, 2017) For example, if the English language was to be a foreign language for an individual in the school setting who may have a different race or who is very new to the country, it is seen as the school’s responsibility to break the language barrier and support the individual by providing a professional such as a learning support assistant who speaks the same language as the individual to translate for them and try and integrate the English language so that the child can pick up on the basic language. Another strategy would be for school settings to provide a similar support and working alongside the parents or guardians of the child to find ways in improving the language barrier at home as well as in school so that the child is being introduced to the spoken language at school as well as in home to make them more familiar. This will also benefit the carer of the child as they will be able to communicate with the school practitioners and both work alongside each other to help the child to be able to reach their full potential with their learning and development.  Although these strategies are very effective, there may be many disadvantages which may occur when trying to meet the needs of making sure race is always being included. For example, focussing on the language barrier if the strategies are not being met promptly and effectively it may result in the individual falling behind on their learning and development. The individual children may not be able to make friends within the setting due to the language barrier which will result in the individual feeling isolated from the rest of the children.
	Another aspect would be poverty; it has been stated under the equality and diversity section of Every Child Matters that ‘All children have a need to develop, which is helped by exploring and discovering the people and things around them’ (Earlyyearsmatters.co.uk, 2017) According to the Child Poverty Strategy for Wales there are many different strategies which help poverty to be put into inclusion, some of these are: outlining the methodology in order to define and measure poverty , focusing on goals which will help people enter paid employment with a chance to achieve into a better paid job as well as focusing on targeting young people with unemployment, highlighting the importance of childcare facilities in order to support young individuals to seek more opportunity to enter employment, for example ‘Flying Start’ which was brought into practise and put on top of the list to tackle poverty by enabling parents free quality part time childcare for 2-3 years old provided in all communities in Wales. The Welsh Assembly Government also focused on strategies on reducing the inequality of the outcome of the poorest population not to expand and focused on multi-dimensional interventions for actions to be taken to increase household income by increasing benefit take-up, tackling financial exclusion and improving financial literacy.  (Child poverty strategy for Wales, 2011) By 2020 The Welsh Assembly Government aim to recognise the achievements made so far by the strategies and continue to destroy poverty in non-developed areas of tax and welfare payments, employment support and continue to recover the wider economy. To summarise the strategies of this aspect, the number of families living in workless household will be reduced by the government allowing them to have the opportunity to improve on their skills so that they can have a better chance of getting into a paid employment. This will also improve the outcomes to those in the poorest population by removing the inequalities which are in place between health, education and economics so that children and families will have the best aspects put in place for them.
	Another aspect is religion; there are many strategies in how the Foundation Phase can meet the needs of individuals. One of many is that the National Curriculum enables all teaching practitioners and educational setting the correct training to ensure that they are all aware of the different diversity within communities of schools. To support this The Foundation Phase states that ‘Settings/schools should develop approaches that support the ethnic and cultural identities of all children and reflect a range of perspectives, to engage children and prepare them for life as global citizens’. (Foundation phase, 2010)  Another strategy is to make sure that all educational settings to provide in order to meet the needs of all individuals who have a different belief towards others. This could be by providing them with a prayer room if they need to pray and also work alongside their beliefs by giving them the additional time needed to fulfil their duties. The setting should also provide towards their dietary needs and up to date with knowledge in what they are and not allowed to eat. For example a setting could have a number of children who are Muslim, it is the schools priority to cater for their additional needs to be met throughout the educational setting and plan activities according to their needs. If for example a class was to take part in a food tasting activity, then practitioners should be able to make sure that no individuals are excluded from this activity and making sure a variety of food is available to eat by all children including ‘halal’ food. Religious education is also another strategy which is taught in all educational settings in order for all children to be aware of the different diversity around the world; the school can help reduce bullying and have a higher chance of children making more friends by integrating children with knowledge about the world around them so that they have more of an understanding and will be able to acknowledge and accept different cultures and diversities as well as taking part and learning about different festivals celebrated around the world. 
	The last aspect of strategies to promoted inclusion is additional needs, to help support The Foundation Phase ‘The SEN Code of Practise for Wales’ provides educational settings and early years settings to carry out their statutory duties in identifying and assessing to make provision for children who may have additional needs. The special educational needs and additional learning needs section in ‘The Foundation Phase’ suggests that all practitioners in a learning setting will need to use the correct assessment designed for specific purposes as well as seeking advice from the Additional Learning Needs Coordinator in the setting will have to be carried out followed by the permission from the individual’s carers and parents. (The Foundation Phase Profile handbook, 2010) The Welsh Government also provides detailed information for children with additional learning needs on support for different levels of assessment and appropriate curriculum planning in: Language, literacy, communication skills and mathematic development. Another strategy is so all school settings to meet the needs of all children who may have additional learning needs to ensure they have the right to access facilities and learn in an environment which has been adapted for them to make sure that they are not at all excluded as The Foundation Phase clearly states that ‘For children with disabilities in particular schools should: improve access to the curriculum, make physical improvements to increase participation in education, provide information in appropriate formats’. (Foundation phase, 2010) Another effective strategy is planning; all practitioners should plan according to individuals needs when providing them with learning activities. For example if a child was visually impaired then all professionals should be able to provide them with activities in order for individuals to take part no matter what their needs are, they could do this by providing children with different coloured paper in order for them to be able to see the format. Carrying out observations is another strategy which will help additional needs to be included, as carrying out regular assessment will help the practitioner and child to assess barriers and overcome them in an effective manner, this will also benefit children by keeping a record in how well they are progressing with their learning and development. 
	In addition to this The Equality Act 2010 sets in place a duty towards all school settings in the UK as well as the local authority not to discriminate against pupils with disabilities, they must also not treat individuals less constructively for any reasons according to their disabilities and must take the responsibility to respond in making sure that the individuals are not placed in substantial disadvantage to those who do not have disabilities. Learning support assistants are required to work alongside each other to improve accessibility for pupils with additional needs to have access to the school and the curriculum as well as delivering assessable information.  
	In conclusion to this assignment The Foundation Phase emphasises a practical, experiential and play based approach to learning in a stimulating environment where personal and social development as well as the well being and cultural diversity has been places as first priority when meeting the needs of children and providing them with effective learning. The curriculum requires children’s wellbeing to be the centre of attention, in Wales there is a requirement that the voices of children ages 7 and onwards should be heard in as it shows that the curriculum is string and ethical. The strategies the Foundation Phase make use of in order to promote inclusion ensures that well planned and effective learning is being delivered in relevant and practical contexts across the curriculum as well as providing effective training on teaching professional in order for them to understand how to identify needs and develop strategies in how to overcome the barriers for pupils to be included. Overall the Foundation Phase has made it clear that the curriculum focuses on inclusion all individuals no matter what their background, gender, and disability needs are the curriculum is the best possible basis for all individuals to have a great start in their lives. 
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