ECEY6009 ASSIGNMENT GUIDANCE
 
TASK DESCRIPTION 
 
Task: Portfolio / Word Count: 4000 words 
 
Produce a written portfolio and present this in three parts, providing a critical exploration that includes the following: 
 
1. Provide a critical analysis of catalytic leadership and how the challenging nature of leading and managing early years provision ensures that the early years workforce is equipped to meet the complex demands of sociological factors and issues that impact on young children’s lives; (approx. 1,500 words) 
· Define and critically analyse catalytic leadership – what does it look like in Early Years?
· Discuss some sociological factors that impact on children, what are the demands that impact children in early Years?
· What is our role as EYPs in inspiring change to mitigate the impact of sociological factors?
· What are the challenges in meeting the demands of these sociological factors and being a catalytic leader?

· 1. What is catalytic leadership?
· 2. Why is it important in the early years?
· 3. What are sociological factors that impact on children’s lives in the early years (give some descriptions – but not to go into a lot of detail).
· 4. What could be the problems in early years and being a catalytic leader?
· - look at the articles we looked at in class and some on Moodle and on PowerPoint!



2. Provide a critical exploration of a report or publication by the Children’s Commissioner for Wales and how it may/has had an impact on early childhood; (approx. 1,500words)  

· Critically explore the role of the children’s commissioner 
Who is she? 
What does she do?
What is the history of the children’s commissioner’s role in general?

· Critically explore a children’s commissioner report/publication – why was it made, what are the challenges in implementing the changes set out? 



1.  What is the report/publication?
2. Why was it published)?
3. pick it apart think of two or three changes recommended
Under each idea, think about how these can be implemented in EY. You will need to reference this.
What could the problems be in implementing these changes?



3. Choose ONE sociological aspect that challenges children’s life experiences and provide a critical evaluation of the early interventions and services that are in place to support your chosen aspect; (approx. 1000 words)  



· Critically explore one sociological factor – How does it impact on a child’s life?

· What sociological factor? 
· Describe what we mean by XXX
· What impacts does it have on child?
· Is there a critique in early years / education and its impact? 

· Critically evaluate interventions/services that support this factor – What is available, what are the issues?

What services are available? 
Do they work?
You can then focus in on one if you like or keep it general
How do we know they work?
What are the problems with early intervention services? Think of a few problems. Write these down. Then go into detail under each one and reference.













	Generic Assessment Criteria  
	Marks available 
	Marks  
awarded 

	1. Engagement with Literature Skills 
 
  
	/10 
	 

	Evidence of broad and appropriate research, correct referencing throughout portfolio and correctly presented reference list demonstrating extensive research; 
	 
	 

	
	 
	

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills 
 
 
	30 
	 

	A critical analysis of how catalytic leadership ensures that the early years workforce is equipped to meet the complex demands of the sociological factors and issues that impact on young children’s lives. Consider the challenging nature of leading and managing early years provision in this section;  
	 
	 

	
	 
	

	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills 
 
 
	30 
	 

	Provide a critical exploration of a report or publication by the Children’s Commissioner for Wales and how it may/has had an impact on early childhood; (approx. 1,500 words) 
	 
 
	 

	
	 
	

	4. Practical Application Skills 
 
 
	/20 
	 

	ONE sociological aspect that challenges children’s life experiences,  providing a critical evaluation of the early interventions and services in place to support your chosen aspect; 
	 
	 

	
	 
	

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 
 
	/10 
	 

	Professional presentation of a written academic portfolio including the quality of presentation and written work which is coherent and correct.    
	 
 
	 



