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Assessment Tasks.

Part 1.
In Iceland and other countries, they think that it is important for children to play outdoors. There have been government papers written to show that the outdoors is a good environment for children. Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) state that the outside environment is a good place for children to think about the natural word and somewhere that they can learn about exercise and healthy living.
This emphasis on outdoor learning has been happening for a long time in Iceland. Children aged one to six play outside every day, but children aged six to sixteen only get to go outside during playtimes.
There is not much evidence to suggest what teachers do to help towards outside learning, but it depends on the school and teacher.
In Iceland, studies have shown that teachers are using outside learning more than they used to. In Reyjkavik, the capital of Iceland, seventy percent of schools say that they do outside education regularly. (Oladottir,2008) 









Part 2a.
This essay will be about forest schools. According to the Forest School Network, the definition of a forest school is;
“An inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults' regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment.” (Murray and O’Brien 2006)
Murray and O’Brien (2006) think that people are more worried now about children of school age going to woodlands and green areas as there are more dangers and risks than there were when the children’s parents were younger, they also think that there are more opportunities indoors for children.
Research has shown that children that do not have the opportunity to explore outside when young will not go out as adults, this means that they will miss out on the physical and emotional benefits that is had when having access to nature. (Ward et al. 2004).
Learning outdoors is a different experience to learning in a classroom environment, because of this, the welsh government is encouraging teachers, especially teachers in the foundation phase, to include forest schools in their curriculum and planning. 
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Part 2b
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of                      ? Why is it important that students avoid this?
If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. It is important that students avoid this as it is against university policy and there are consequences to it whether done deliberate or accidental. Plagiarism can be avoided by referencing correctly.
You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this true or false? Explain your answer.
This statement is false because any work that has been written by somebody else has to be referenced in work, this include long and short quotations, paraphrasing and summarising.
Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false.
This statement is false, Wikipedia is an unreliable source to use due to anybody with access to Wikipedia being able to log on and edit any information already on there. This means that the information given on the site may not be accurate.
Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a long quotation.
A long quotation is a sentence or paragraph more than thirty words or two lines long. 
· The quotation should be put as a new paragraph.
· There is no need to use speech marks in a long quotation.
· The paragraph needs to be indented. (Start further along the line)
· The quote should be ended with the authors name and the year it was published in brackets.



Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.
You can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment by reading the books or journals given on the reading list of each module or by reading the books given on the reference list at the end of each lecture power point.
Five sources that are acceptable for academic study are;
· Library books,
· Journals
· Newspaper articles
· Lecture powerpoints 
· Internet – websites with .gov or .edu.













Part 3 – Write a critical response to an article
This critical analysis is about the journal “Schooled to fail? The underachievement debate in Wales” written by Emma Smith from the university of York and published in 2005. The aim of the text is to explain reasons why schools in Wales may be underachieving compared to schools in England, or more specifically north east England. The article is mostly looked at from a welsh perspective.
The writer has explained why Wales is thought to be underachieving but her main argument throughout the article is to try and prove that this is not actually the case, In the article, Emma Smith (2005) states 
      It might seem reasonable to argue that the benchmark GCSE examination results of pupils in Wales are not only at least as good as those in England but are superior to those of the North East, Wales’ closest economic peer.
The writer has put in a lot of research and provided statistics in table form to show that Wales is rising in their grades throughout the years. Emma Smith (2005) also provides different reasons as to why Wales maybe seen as underachieving such as gender gap, boys are not doing as well as girls and looks at pupils' backgrounds as a reason. Gorard (2000 cited in Smith, 2005, p93) writes
    It is still the case that some students, namely those who come from the poorest homes, perform less well in school than their peers from more economically advantaged backgrounds.
The authors intentions throughout the article is too provide evidence that Wales is not being “Schooled to fail” anymore.
The writer has used different lengths of paragraphs and has used a new paragraph when starting a new topic. The author has used individual words to start and link paragraphs together and has not been repetitive with the use of her words. The writer has given a collection of statistics and numbers using table form to provide evidence. The writer has made sure to appendix all the evidence provided in table form.
The style of language used in the article is formal which suits the academic, expert audience. The author has written the article accurately with no spelling mistakes and all punctuation correct. The sentence structure is easy to understand, and the writer is not using persuasive language. The article is mostly an objective view but there are some subjective assumptions, for example, Emma Smith (2005) says
    Even if economic factors are put to one side and the comparison is made simply on size of population, surely, it is unfair to write policy based on a comparison of a nation of just under three million people with one of just under fifty million.
The reasoning given in the article shows that there is not a clear problem that goes with the title of the article “Schooled to fail? The underachievement debate of Wales.” The evidence in the article that the writer has provided is not up to date with when the article was written. The writer has provided evidence that was not needed or relevant and has also presented some statements that need evidence to support her claims. An example of this is “underachievement - and the underachievement of working-class boys in particular – has become one of the most “predominant discourses” in education today.” (Emma Smith, 2005) Most of the data used is effective in supporting the writer's argument but due to not providing evidence to support the claims made we do not know if the evidence is from a reliable source. 
The writer has given more than one argument and taken opinions from different points of view, an example of this is written in the section of the article where they are discussing whether girls have begun to do better than boys. Gorard  (2001, cited in Smith, 2005 p90.) disputes the fact that boys have ever attained higher grades than girls in compulsory education at any time over the past twenty five years. 
The conclusions drawn are that Wales have been at least as good, or better than North East England in the last four years, however, the evidence provided was from two years before the article was published so the results may still have increased or decreased. This means that the conclusions cannot be justified for the the time the article was published. 
The overall opinion of the article is that Wales is not “schooled to fail” as people first thought and that as the years pass and education changes the grades for both boys and girls in wales improve compared to England. This is evidenced in the Department of Education (2017) on the gov.uk website, which shows that in England during the academic year 2015/2016 only 53.5 percent of pupils achieved 5 GCSES’s at A*-C grade whereas 60.3 percent of pupils achieved these results in Wales in the same academic year. 
Overall the article is an appropriate academic article with plenty of views, opinions and points of view included, but it is recommended that the writer provide more evidence to support the claims that have been made in the article and to make sure that the evidence is relevant to what the writer is claiming. 
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