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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
INTRODUCTION: 

In modern society, the illicit drug trade and subsequent child criminal exploitation in order to facilitate this criminal activity has become a more pressing and complex issue. It is a serious and dangerous social and cultural problem that has arisen due to a combination of social and cultural factors. Much of the existing literature surrounding child criminal exploitation tends to reference county lines drug dealing as a primary root of the exploitation. County lines drug dealing is a concerning form of criminal exploitation whereby urban gangs persuade, coerce or force children and young adults to store drugs and money and/or transport them to suburban areas, market towns and coastal towns (Home Office, 2018). This thesis will be directly focused on the child criminal exploitation in the coastal town of Swansea, which over the last few years has become a leading centre of education and tourism. In addition to this, Swansea has been targeted by county lines drug gangs due to its low affluence and high potential of drug users, which can be common amongst other coastal and rural towns. In 2018, data released by the Office for National Statistics showed that ‘coastal towns and resorts account for more than half of the hotspots for deaths from heroin and morphine misuse as crime gangs infiltrate coastal towns’ (Milmo, 2018); thus providing a potential outlet and customer base for the drug trade.
This research is important and will contribute significantly to the existing research as child criminal exploitation causes a lot of damage and physical harm, being initially diagnosed as a sudden shift in behaviour amongst children such as being more agitated, being expelled from school and being in possession of bladed items (Dando et al., 2022) The research shows that there is a clear risk to children in particular who are attracted to criminal activities. This research will allow us to further understand the mechanisms of county lines drug dealing and how particular children are recruited. Through the existing research, I have identified that children are not just being recruited directly however are influenced by third party means such as music and television programmes, research shows that ‘’UK drill music is routinely accused of encouraging criminal behaviour among Britons from deprived areas of the capital’’ (Fatsis, L. 2019).

(377 words)

Why this topic?  Why is it worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation? 
Give background information around your subject
Justification for your research
Show you have done some reading




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
Clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives. 
· The steps you are going to take to answer your research aim or question

In this thesis, my objective is to answer the following research objectives;

1)	How prolific and understood is county lines drug dealing and the exploitation of children in the Swansea area?
2)	How significant is the media portrayal of county lines e.g. trap music, top boy, in influencing children to adopting a life of crime?
3)	How successful are current methods of identifying and preventing the exploitation of children in the Swansea area?

In order to answer the objectives set out above, I intend to utilise a mixed method approach to conducting this research topic and gathering data. In order to fully understand the severity and prevalence of county lines drug dealing and the subsequent exploitation of young people in the Swansea area, my intention is to collect primary data through both quantitative and qualitative means. Through the use of surveys, aimed towards the target audience of serving police officers in the Swansea area; I will attempt to capture their personal experiences with county lines and child exploitation. Additionally, I intend to obtain qualitative data through interviews with Police officers working within child exploitation teams in order to gain an understanding of its prevalence and mechanisms. Furthermore, this data will also allow me to understand the significance of the media in influencing and glamorising a life of crime, and whether the current safeguarding and preventative methods are effective in preventing the exploitation. This primary data will then be collated amongst secondary sources such as case studies and articles.
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	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem

The literature review of this study will consist of several pieces of key research into the field of county lines. The UK government guideline for front line staff dealing with county lines is a primary source of literature that I will be reviewing, as this outlines the national policy in respect of identifying and safeguarding children exposed to potential exploitation. In addition to this, a key study into county lines and exploitation of young children is the following; Parental experiences of the impact of grooming and criminal exploitation of children for county lines drug, by Dando, C.J et al. This study has been conducted from the perspective of the parents of the children facing exploitation through county lines and will be key in allowing me to understand its mechanism. Lastly, In order to fully answer my research objectives, it is also vital that I review a study into the influence of media in glamorising the life of drug crime. A study by Fatsis. L, entitled; Policing the beats: The criminalisation of UK drill and grime music by the London Metropolitan Police, will allow me to do so. These studies will form the basis of my literature review and research, however, it is my belief that they also present a gap in the current literature, in which a study of a sea-side town such as Swansea, from the perspective of police would fill. 

(232 words)



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
What research methods are you going to do and why?
Why are they best suited to your research 
 In order to collate primary data, I will utilise written surveys and distribute them throughout the policing network, consisting of officers that police and operate in the Swansea area. In addition to this, I will obtain qualitative data through interviews with officers that work on child exploitation teams, in order to fully understand the framework of county lines and exploitation. I believe that through obtaining both quantitative data and qualitative data, this will give form a strong foundation to the study and in answering the research objectives.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? Why is this sample the best for your research?



My target sampling network will consist of police officers that work in the coastal area of Swansea, in addition to officers that work on child exploitation teams. This will contribute directly to my research objectives.

	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Opportunity to discuss any ethical problems that you might see or might need to discuss prior to your research. 

	At present I have not identified any ethical issues of note other than keeping the identities of all participants strictly confidential and with the sensitivity it deserves.

	TIME SCALE:
Standard practice to consider each stage of your research work that you will undertake. 


LITERATURE REVIEW – MAY 2024
RESEARCH MTHODOLOGY AND PLANNING – JUNE 2024
ANALYSIS OF RESULTS – AUGUST 2024
FINDINGS & CONCLUSION – SEPTEMBER 2024
SUBMISSION OF FULL PROJECT – OCTOBER 2024.
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