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Poverty and Social Life
Commonly referred to, poverty is defined as a state of lacking economic resources hence causing negative social consequences. In aspect, there are still close studies to analyse whether poverty affects most of our social outcomes, that is, close social relations such as social support These can then the analysed under the different coordinators which can then bring the general conclusion that poverty, to most extent, has a negative effect on human’s social life. The effects are even more rampant and common where the relations are mostly those of friends and family in a social support system. Poverty manifests itself more commonly through the deprivation of physical money in ways such as absolute income poverty hence appearing to have the most effect on the social life of an individual or family. Physical monetary value is essential for one to be able to afford any significant kind of necessity in the house. The current economy is mostly driven by the need for monetary advantage hence the constant movement of people in search of money. With money in hand, one can purchase basic requirements such as food, clean water, and adequate health services. However, the affordability of such needs by an individual or family is ultimately responsible for whether one is poor or not. The capability to cater to one needs consistently is one way of ensuring that one is actually above the poverty line. Nonetheless, many people are poverty-stricken and the situation sometimes worsens as the economic status of the country elevates. As a result, various organisations have been vital in assisting the vulnerable groups of the society especially those that suffer in terms of economic stringent conditions. One such condition is the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) which is an independent United States Agency and primarily tasked with the administration of foreign aid and development assistance to the civilian, whether indigenous, settlers, or foreigners. 
Even in the presence of food, shelter, and clothing, economic problems are still a menace to social relations and participation for an individual or group of people in society. Therefore, being poor may also be defined as the inability to equally partake in the aspects of the community with others thus causing exclusion or withdrawal from civic and social life due to lack of typical economic resources coupled with the feeling of not being able to live a life as dictated by the terms of most of the community members. Economic hardships affect one’s leisure time activities and the standard of life which is then responsible for one’s ability to make and maintain social relations such as acquaintances. Therefore, this is just how heavy the issue of poverty is; an analysis of its effects on the social life of an individual and the community at a larger spectrum. In its sole agenda, USAID states a condition for its activities on the agenda that it “transform families, communities, and countries so they can thrive and prosper. Whether by preventing the next global epidemic, responding to a devastating earthquake, or helping a farmer access tools to grow her business.” (Bristol, 2010) The organisation carries out its operations to the simplest and lowest of levels hence the vastness in its outreach.
Take, for instance, the current problem, the Coronavirus. This is an epidemic that is probably going to leave many people especially those already living on a meagre income, down to their knees in terms of economic capability. The spread of the virus has led to the closure of most organisations and businesses that have provided employment opportunities to humanity for many years. Schools, some factories and business aspects have stopped working all together thus leading to the laying off of employees for which many come from the economic middle and lower classes of the society. As a result, people have been reduced to living from the least income and sometimes aids that have been allotted by various charity organisations and well-wishers of the community.

Therefore, USAID has been at the frontlines in the fight against the Covid-19 pandemic as can be said about many other humanitarian organisations. Health care is one the major basic needs and as the economy all over the world plummets, USAID has strived to assist in such areas to the most vulnerable. For over half a century, the US has been on the frontline in contributing to the health needs of the global arena through assistance in humanitarian activities and global health security. Through the USAID, the US has supported many countries in different fights such as Ebola, HIV/AIDs, malaria and tuberculosis (USAID History| U.S. Agency for International Development, 2020). In the same line, the organisation has been providing similar assistance, if not better, in response to the global pandemic that is the COVID-19 which has significantly affected the economy world over. 
Through the USAID and other humanitarian organisations, the US has availed over $20.5 billion towards combating the pandemic in its effort to demonstrate a sense of leadership and commitment thus helping the US to support public health all over the world. The priorities of the USAID in these difficult times in the economy of the world have been to provide decisive action at home (US) and abroad through the provision of health security and safety measures to the public hence playing a vital life-saving role and supporting partner countries in their response programmes towards the effective battle with the pandemic. Through such essential assistance, the organisation will then ensure that humanity is not completely brought to its knees by this pandemic and that upon a successful battle, the economic levels of the people therein will not be severe. Through aids such as health care, food provisions, and other necessities, USAID provides security for the masses during such difficult periods in the history of human nature.
During its creation, USAID brought together several foreign assistance programmes and organisations that had existed prior to its creation. Until that time, only one agency had been charged with the issues of foreign economic development. Therefore, upon the passage of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 by the congress of the U.S. (USAID History| U.S. Agency for International Development, 2020), major transformations were witnessed in the foreign assistance activities of the country. This transformation was led by President John F. Kennedy who recognised the need for uniting development under a single agency that would then be responsible for the administration of help to foreign countries to promote social and economic development therein. As a result, USAID was born in November of 1961 and along with it, the spirit of innovation and progress. It was a foreign assistance initiative from the American people, and as per the words of President Kennedy, “There is no escaping our obligations: Our moral obligations as a wise leader and good neighbor in the interdependent community of free nations- our economic obligations as the wealthiest people in a world of largely poor people, as a nation no longer dependent upon the loans from abroad that once helped us develop our own economy – and our political obligations as the single largest counter to the adversaries of freedom,” (USAID History| U.S. Agency for International Development, 2020) he meant a need for the US to assist the other countries by leading in assisting, thus, USAID was the idea.
The idea of the modern-day International Development Assistance was forged just after World War II in 1945 (USAID History| U.S. Agency for International Development, 2020). The Secretary of State in the years 1947 to 1949, George Marshall had provided significant economic assistance to Europe after the war through the famously known, Marshall Plan.  This was a successful effort that enabled Europe to rebuild through the renovation of infrastructure, region stabilization, and strengthening the economy. Upon the success of the Marshall Plan, President Harry S. Truman built another plan which constituted an international development assistance programme forged in1949 (USAID History| U.S. Agency for International Development, 2020) and a year later, it focused on two core issues; reducing the threat posed by communism through assisting countries to prosper under the capitalism policy and creation of markets for the US through the reduction of poverty and increment of production in the developing nations.

From 1952 to 1961, programmes that supported capital projects and technical assistance forged on as the primary form of U.S. aid and constituted key aspects of the US foreign policy (Jaffe, 2020). During this period, the government leaders created precursor organisations to the USAID, some of which included Mutual Security Agency, Foreign Operations Administration, and the International Cooperation Administration. However, it was only in 1961 that one of the most successful international foreign assistance organisations was formed through the signature of President Kennedy in the Foreign Assistance Act. International development assistance opportunities grew tremendously once the USAID began its operations. In one way, this organisation also provided employment opportunities to people globally while assisting in foreign issues such as health security, economic development, and education. Therefore, this time, known as the decade of development marked one of the peaks of the Kennedy administration. 

However, in the 1970s, the organisation started to shift its focus away from the capital and technical assistance programmes and instead took upon a “basic human needs” (USAID History| U.S. Agency for International Development, 2020) approach that majored in food and nutrition, population planning, health, education, and human resources development. In the 1980s, it focused on stabilizing currencies and financial systems while in the 1990s, the programme’s top priority was sustainable development through the assistance of countries in improving their life quality (Jaffe, 2020). It was during the 1990s that the programme formulated the development assistance programmes in line with the economic condition of the country, therefore, developing countries received an integration in package assistance, transitional countries were aided in times of crisis and those countries with limited USAID presence, received support from the programme through non-governmental organisations (NGOs). In the 2000s, more evolution for the programme was experienced as the government officials sought to reform the mode of operation of the agency. At the peak of the war in Afghanistan and Iraq, USAID was called upon to help the two countries in rebuilding their governments, civil society, basic services such as education and health, and infrastructure (USAID History| U.S. Agency for International Development, 2020). Through the rebuilding, the agency also sought to gain new partner organisations such as the private sector and foundations hence enabling it to extend its reach for assistance in foreign countries.
To date, USAID staff and offices are available in over 100 countries globally with similar overarching goals forged by President Kennedy about 50 years ago (Holmes, 2016). The Current USAID furthers the initial American foreign policy in its interest to expand free markets and democracy while extending aid to the struggling people hence making life better for them. It is this aspect of caring for its fellow countries in the world that makes the US a leader country in the world. Currently, USAID is responsible for providing foreign aid in different sectors including agriculture and food security, democracy, human rights and governance, economic growth and trade, education, environment and global climate change, gender equality and women’s empowerment, global health (USAID History| U.S. Agency for International Development, 2020), water and sanitation, and working in crises and conflict.
The USAID engages its followers through various social media platforms including Facebook and Twitter through which people can communicate with the various staff members of the agency and get immediate feedback on any pressing issue. Through the use of blog posts, infographics, and videos, the USAID can share information with its followers and update them on the status quo while soliciting support and encouraging further community involvement. As stated earlier, the agency is aid from the US to the world, therefore, some of its followers are citizens from the United States seeking to offer support further and promote foreign assistance (Holmes, 2016). As they continue to see some of the world conditions in the social media platforms, they can gauge the amount of help that they can provide to the USAID to further their quest of foreign assistance.
The USAID provides opportunities in training for its employees and volunteers hence promoting career development in the various sectors of the agencies for these people. As such, the agency can improve organisational and individual performance while increasing economy and efficiency. A sub-branch, EnCompass (USAID History| U.S. Agency for International Development, 2020) is a section agency to the USAID provides training and facilitation to the employees of the agency. Through its open and transparent guidance plans, the agency provides effective training so that once equipped into the system the employees provide quality service to the need all over the world. USAID has existed for over 40 years, and within this time, its achievements are unparalleled and quite visible in the over 100 countries in which its presence can be felt.
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