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My expedition on feminism and art 
In our modern day society, the artwork of women are mostly females being pursued as an object or being sexualised. There is not a lot of artwork that involves female empowerment. In my exhibition, I am going to show art that is based on feminism and female empowerment. I will also show all sides of feminism from biblical, political and female abuse.
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 (Eldeson, 1971)
The first artwork I will talk about is “Some Living American Artists” by Mary Beth Edelson. The artwork was created in 1971 (Eldeson, 1971) and is a recreation of the inspiring Leonardo Da Vinci’s The Last Supper (Vinci, 1495- 1498). The artwork has American female artists from Lynda Benglis, Helen Frankenthaler, June Wayne, Alma Thomas, Lee Krasner, Nancy Graves, Georgia O’Keeffe, Elaine de Kooning, Yoko ono and 72 more artists (Garrard, 1994). The piece is biblical and shows the impact of how women were airbrushed from history as well as some stories from the bible itself. 
 The performance made by Ariana Grande singing ‘God is Woman’ in the 2018 VMA’s has it’s choreography  based on the Leonardo Da Vinci’s biblical artwork of the last supper (Vinci, 1495- 1498) (Grande, 2018). The performance is all women and shows a modern day biblical and feminist approach that is still happening today in our society. Not only that, this is a modern day performance but it is portrayed to be art.  (MTV, 2018) 
[image: Image result for barbara kruger who does she think she is]




(Kruger, 2012)
In my exhibition I’m going to have the artwork of Barbara Kruger and I’ve decided to have two pieces created by Kruger; one is “who does she think she is” (Kruger, 2012) and “your body is a battleground” (Kruger, 1989). I have chosen these pieces because they show the political side of feminism. I believe that both artworks are different as “who does she think she is” a piece that was created in 2012 (Kruger, 2012), is political and the image shows that women are having the feeling of not being heard and that it’s not “lady like” to appear angry. (Hochberg, 2012) 
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(Kruger, 1989)
Here, “your body is a battleground” was created in 1989 that was created for the women’s march for that year in Washington to support reproductive freedom (Broad, n.d.). Barbara Kruger’s work is widely known for her political artwork and I wanted to curate this into my exhibition to show the political strength in women. 
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(Girls, 1989)
Another artwork I’m going to talk about is a piece made by the Guerrilla Girls and a section of the Guerrilla Girls Talk Back created in 2003 the piece is called “Do women have to be naked to get into the Met. Museum? “On the piece there is a fact that “Less than 5% of the artists in the Modern Art Sections are women, but 85% of the nudes are female.” (Phaidon, 2001). This piece not only gives you a fact about modern-day museum art but it is also a way of moving forward within feminine art itself. In my exhibition, I want to show that there is female art out there that is more than body image and nudity, more of strength and views. (Manchester, 2004-2005).
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(Shirin, 1996)
The next artwork I’m going to talk about is a piece made in 1996 by Shirin Neshat named Speechless (Shirin, 1996). The piece is of an Islamic female wearing a veil that is lifted for her face to be shown, the image could be misread from her earing as being seen as the foreshortened barrel of a gun pointing towards the viewer. The females face is then overlaid with Arabic text and is a mute to people who don’t understand the meaning of oppression and suffering to the western audience (Phaidon, 2001). The piece shows the Iranian identify with feminism and most women feel that they are trapped in the Iranian culture.

[image: Image result for suzanne lacy rape is]I am going to have artwork from Suzanne Lacy and Leslie Labowitz, a performance they created in 1977 called “Three weeks in May” (Labowitz, 1977). The event was created to raise awareness about sexual violence against women (Garrard, 1994).





(Lacy, 1972)
I am going to use more of Suzanne Lacy’s work in my exhibition including her book “Rape Is” created in 1972, (Lacy, 1972) the artists book has a red seal and in order to open the book, you’ll have to “violate” the red seal (Garrard, 1994). When you open the book on each section to the left reads the statement of “Rape is” and to the right statements of what women experience on a regular basis. (Phaidon, 2001) 
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(Williams, 1992)
Another piece that’ll be in my exhibition will be the work of Sue Williams which is a model named “Irresistible” made in 1992 (Williams, 1992) and was created in rubber (Garrard, 1994). The piece is a female body lying on the floor with statements all over the body such as “look what you made me do” with one hand covering the face and the other one hiding her breast indicating nudity, violation and pain. There are also bruises and footprints on the body to show evidence of violence towards the female (Garrard, 1994).
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(Davies, 2018)
The curation of my exhibition; once you enter the exhibition you will be welcomed with a piece created by Mary Beth Edelson named “Some Living American Artists” (Eldeson, 1971). I wanted the audience to be welcomed by this biblical piece inspired by (Vinci, 1495- 1498) to show the biblical side of the feminism that we have today and, how women were airbrushed from the biblical history (Phaidon, 2001). Once you walk forward to the left of the exhibition you will be welcomed by a projection of a performance of Ariana Grande performing her song “God is Woman” in the VMA’s of 2018, with choreography inspired by the (Vinci, 1495- 1498). After looking at the (Eldeson, 1971) piece I wanted the audience to see that there is still biblical feminism happening presently in today’s society, art and pop culture. 
Once you’ve watched the performance you will then be welcomed by the work of Barbara Kruger (Kruger, 2012) and (Kruger, 1989). I wanted to show Kruger’s work to exhibit the political side of feminism after showing the audience biblical. Kruger’s work shows the irritation of women feeling unheard, silenced and angry, and her work is made to make strong statements about gender and politics (Hochberg, 2012), as well as supporting reproductive freedom (Kruger, 1989).
Once the audience has walked to the back of the room of the exhibition you will be welcomed by the work of (Girls, 1989) on your left. I wanted the audience to have a fact about feminist art and that there is more nudity in feminist art than empowerment. On your right you will be welcomed by a piece by (Shirin, 1996).The audience will be shown the religious side of feminism in Islamic culture and that most women feel that they are trapped in the Iranian culture. On this piece, the barrel of the gun that is misread to be an earring is an eye-catching element on the piece that will draw the attention of the audience in the exhibition (Shirin, 1996).
Once the audience has reached the right side of the exhibition they will be welcomed by the work of (Williams, 1992) and (Labowitz, 1977). The piece by Sue Williams named “irresistible” is a model of a life-size female body made in rubber with statements written among the body (Williams, 1992). The piece will be placed in the corner of the right side of the exhibition to indicate the feeling of shame and pain. She will be specifically placed in the corner to show the oppression of women and they are trapped in this society. This (Williams, 1992) piece will also be placed with the performance of (Labowitz, 1977) with a photograph of the performance that was performed on the floor of the exhibition named “2 women were raped near here May 9 May 21”. The piece is created to look like a crime scene on the floor and I wanted the same feeling in my exhibition. There will be another photograph from the (Labowitz, 1977) performance on the wall showing a map with stamp markings with the word “Rape” pin pointing the incidents  on the map.  
The end of the exhibition the audience will be welcomed by the work of Suzanne Lacy named “Rape is” (Lacy, 1972). The book will be placed in a glass cabinet with a statement on the wall saying “I know someone, do you? It’s time we started talking about rape.” A statement made in her “Storying Rape” performance in 2012 (Lacy, 2012). Once reading Lacy’s work the audience will be exiting the exhibition through the same door as the entrance. 
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