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In 1829 the first ever Police force was created by Sir Robert Peel, whom established 17 Metropolitan Police divisions in London. With the success of these Police forces, by 1856 the rest of the country was required to establish a Police force. Since then, a variety of different models of Policing have been developed and experimented with. The model under discussion in this assignment is called Community and Neighbourhood Policing, which focuses on building relationships and rapport between officers and the community in order to more effectively prevent crime. To understand what community policing is and the effectiveness of the model which helps community’s, we firstly need to understand what a community is. According to (Dictionary.com, 2011), a community is a social group of any size whose members reside in a specific locality, share the same government and often have a common cultural and historical heritage. As we shall discuss in the following assignment, community policing has become an important vehicle for police transformation in failed societies. (Palmiotto. J, 2011) believes the philosophy of community policing is being advanced as the new policing system for the twenty-first century. Although, (Palmiotto. J, 2011) asks the question, how can police administrators, leaders, or students of policing support or understand the value of and the need for community policing in our contemporary world if they lack knowledge of where police have been? Policing has changed drastically from decades ago, with modern models of policing now being used to help reduce crime and bring society’s together. According to (Policing, 2017) the definition of neighbourhood policing is, community engagement that builds trust and develops a modern understanding of community needs. 
Declarations of support for community policing are wide ranging. The government gave official support for community policing in its White Paper Police Reform, where they say they are very proud of their police service and of the best traditions of British policing (HMSO, 1993). The paper sets out proposals for enabling them to do their job more effectively (HMSO, 1993). The Police have pledged support for community policing in the Operational Police Review (Committee, 1990) and in the ACPO Strategic Policy document (ACPO, 1990) in which the authors stress the importance of the service role of the police and the commitment of the police to reflect the priorities of the public in the actions that they take. In 2005, over half a million people arrived to live In the UK, which placed new demands on police forces (Attewill, 2007) says. Yet compared to closely monitored and reported police interactions with established ethnic minority communities (Morant & Edwards, 2011) say, police relations with more current immigrant communities have received small political, media and academic interest. One of the main advantages to community policing is that it reduces fear in the community says, (Miler, 2010). Carrying on saying, with an increase in police presence in the neighbourhood the residents feel more secure (Miler, 2010). Furthermore, (Miler, 2010) exclaims, the feelings of security help the police establish trust within the community and make them feel more able to approach the police if something was indeed wrong. 
According to a BBC news report, the police watch-dog HM Inspectorate of Constabulary expressed their concerns that neighbourhood police teams are being diverted to other work which is too often detartrating from neighbourhood policing and limiting their problem solving opportunities (News., 2013). They also report that, ‘local policing is the area of operational policing that shows the greatest decline in performance’ (News., 2013). (Grahame & Yago, 2019) reveal a briefing from the House Of Commons showed the numbers of police community support officers had fallen from a peak of around 16, 900 in 2010 to around 10, 200 in 2017.  Adding to this, with the number of police community support officers declining it may be difficult to have a full presence on the streets of the UK, making sure communities are safe. 
Over the years the police have given the impression that they are apolitical, and the British public have long accepted this proposition argues (Brown. M, 2013). The Police in the UK are connected to social order, law, morality and national pride while being the every-day face of the country to the public (Brown. M, 2013) carries on. According to (Brown. M, 2013) new laws and reform efforts make it difficult now, to see the police as a non-political organization. 
The Criminal Justice and Police Act was followed by the Police Reform Act of 2002, that created the police and community support officer (PSCO) role (Brown. M, 2013). South Wales police say, PSCSO’s are all about providing that vital link between the community and the police service to help make sure everyone has the support they need (Police., 2019). One author (O'Neill, 2019) argues that, PCSO’s have a great potential to enhance police relationships with the community, (O'Neill, 2019) continues saying, they tend to be used in and are encouraged to adopt a crime-control capacity, in contrast to the general community, they have engagement intention behind their role. However, a survey created by Rowland and Coupe (2014) based on shopping centre customers, found that while PSCO’s engender more feelings of safety in the public than do security guards, they do not score highly in this regard as police officers do (O'Neill, 2019).
 Following the Stephen Lawrence inquiry, the question of police powers and search people in public places remains at the forefront of debate about police community relations. Police are empowered to stop and search citizens under a wide range of legislative acts, one of these being The Police And Criminal Evidence Act 1984, this act is employed daily across Britain (Townsend, 2012). Far from laying the debate to rest, the Stephen Lawrence inquiry promoted new research studies and fresh theories to explain official statistics. (Bowling & Phillips, 2007) believe, that the statistics show that the use of the powers against black people is disproportionate. Carrying on to say, that it’s an indication of unlawful racial discrimination. Furthermore (Bowling & Phillips, 2007) argue, if stop and search powers cannot be effectively regulated then their continued use is unjustified. However, Amber Rudd former home secretary has said, ‘figures show stop and search reforms are working’, although Rudd agrees with (Bowling & Phillips, 2007) on ethnic problems, by saying, ‘no-one should be stopped because of their race or ethnicity’ (Jones, et al., 2019). According to (Office, 2019), The figures show overall the use of stop and search has fallen by 21% to just under 304,000 incidences across England and Wales, the lowest number since 2002. However, stops of white people dropped by 28%, while for minority ethnic people the fall was just 11% (Office, 2019). One newspaper reporter (Dodd, 2017) published an article in 2017 claiming black people are eight times more likely to be stop and searched by the police, using the figures from (Office, 2019) website (Dodd, 2017) says, official figures released show the racial disparity in stop and search has increased, despite government pressure for the gap to close.
According to (Office, 2013), PACE sets out to reach the correct balance between powers given to the police and the human rights and freedoms of the public. The Home Office claim, providing the correct balance is a central element of PACE (Office, 2013). PACE covers stop and search, arrest, detention, investigation, identification and interviewing detainees (GOV.UK, 2019). 
Recent events in the UK (such as the 2011 London riots and protest groups) have refocused attention on police use of force argues (Bradford, et al., 2017). Agreeing with (Bradford, et al., 2017), (Skolnick & Fyfe, 1993) say police work world-wide is understood by danger, authority and the mandate to use coercive force that is non-negotiable.  
The law understands and recognises that there are situations where police officers may be required to use force. (Policing., 2013) reveal, the responsibility for using the use of force rests with individual officers, who are answerable to the law. Rules on the police use of force are spread across statutory instruments and the common law, under the 1967 Criminal Law Act (Force., 2019). At the end of February 2019, the UK Policing Minister Nick Hurd, reiterated before parliament Hurd stated, in the United Kingdom ‘any use of force by police officers must be lawful, proportionate and reasonable in the circumstances’ (Hurd, 2019). 
The West Yorkshire police state that the decision to use force will depend on an officer’s assessment of a situation they are in, their own ability to deal with the matter and the threat presented to them at the time (Police., 2018). West Yorkshire police disclose, the equipment officer’s use on a person will depend on each different case and officer’s should use the equipment in accordance with their training (Police., 2018). Furthermore (Police., 2018) say, if officer’s do carry a baton, they can use it for, restraining a person or for protection against a violent attack. West Yorkshire police point out that having a framework called The Conflict Management Model can help officer’s explain how they arrived at their decision to act as they did, (e.g. if using force) and it also provides court defensible justification for actions used to an non-officer (Police., 2018). 
In April 2014, Theresa May, revealed reforms to police stop and search powers. May announced that, ‘Nobody wins when stop and search is misapplied. It is a waste of police time, with it being unfair especially to young black men’ (Office., 2014).
Stop and search powers have been repeatedly cited as contributing factors in inquiries into disorder, say (Maslen-Casey & Connolly, 2017). (Maslen-Casey & Connolly, 2017) go on to say, examples of these inquiries into disorder come from the Brixton Riots of 1981 & 1985 and the 2011 riots across England and Wales, which caused much violence and some individuals receiving injuries from these riots.
(John, 2006) concluded that the reason for the 1981 Brixton riots was due to distrust of the police (at the time) and authority. At the time, Brixton was the scene of violent confrontations (Craddock, 2017). The reason for the distrust was many young black men believed officers discriminated against them, particularly by use of the ‘sus’ (suspected person) law, which had the authority to be capable to stop and search anyone who officers merely suspected might be intending to carry out a crime (John, 2006). 
In the immediate aftermath the Home Secretary (at the time), William Whitelaw, appointed Lord Scarman to lead an injury into what had transpired. Lord Scarman contended that there was ‘no doubt racial disadvantages were a fact of current British life’ (Scarman, 1986). However, he concluded that ‘institutional racism, did not exist in the Metropolitan force’ (Scarman, 1986). Eighteen years following the report, which was published, Lord Macpherson would famously come to the opposite conclusion in his report after the killing of black teenager Stephen Lawrence. Macpherson’s report led to an end of the Sus law, the creation of the police/community consultative groups as well as new approaches to the police recruitment and training (Cluny, 1999). Macpherson additionally called for a fresh importance on community policing (Cluny, 1999). The question we need to ask is here is, were the police responsible for the Brixton riots of 1981? (Connell, 2011) argues that the 2011 riots in England and Wales brought back memories in many city areas of England during the 1980’s riots. (Malik, 2011) says, Muslim rioters have said police discrimination motivated them to take part in the August riots across London in 2011. According to (Malik, 2011), one 19-year-old Muslim who took part in the riots in South London has said he was always being stopped and searched for having a beard and wearing a back-pack from a young-age. Furthermore (Malik, 2011) says, a young Muslim women of mixed race who had travelled to South London, to ‘get her own back’ on police, said a mixture of racism and Islamophobia from Central London Police had played a part in motivating her to take part in the riots. 
This assignment has highlighted the advantages and disadvantages of community based and neighbourhood policing. With several individuals agreeing that it is effective, some disagreeing that it is effective. The assignment has reviewed stop and search powers where we have been made aware that the Stephen Lawrence inquiry has held serious doubts regarding the powers of the police and the stop and search powers the police have granted to them. Stop and search powers remain at the forefront of debate regarding police and community relations (Townsend, 2012). With that being said, (Bowling & Phillips, 2007) have mentioned that the statics show that the use of the powers against black-people is disproportionate. Nevertheless, some believe stop and search powers are working with Amber Rudd saying, ‘Figures show stop and search reforms are working’. However, the police can stop and search any individual they feel necessary under a wide range of legislative acts which allow them to do so. The use of force has been reviewed in the assignment also with it being stated that the decision to use force is given to police officers who should assess the situation they are in and follow the rules and law while carrying out their decisions (Policing., 2013). The Government have given official support for community policing, they have said, they are very proud of their police service and of the figures which have been given to them (HMSO, 1993). However, there are people who disagree to this model of policing, one of these being the police Watch-dog HM Inspectorate of Constabulary. They have expressed their concerns with neighbourhood policing, they believe neighbourhood police teams are being diverted to other work which is too often detartrating from neighbourhood-policing (News., 2013). The assignment has also touched upon the Riots of 1981. With (John, 2006) stating that the 1981 Brixton Riots tock place due to the distrust of the police (at the time) and of the distrust of authority. This brings back the issue of stop and search powers within the assignment, with many young black-people believing officers did indeed discriminate them by the use of the ‘sus’ law which opened up the riots of 1981 (John, 2006). The question we need to ask here is, has anything changed since the time of the Brixton riots? The reason to ask this question is with the issues regarding stop and search powers, has they have been still being brought up for debate in the modern day of policing. 
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