


In June 2022, research shows that 4% of individuals in prison are known to be females (Ministry of Justice, 2022). This shows that there is only a small proportion of females who serve prison sentences. Firstly, within this piece of writing analyse briefly what feminism is. Following with an evaluation of women’s basic social and gender norms. This will show how women should stereotypically behave in society. However, from this research an analysis of what crimes females commit compared to males will be identified. Furthermore, looking at why women break the law and does it portray the idea of ‘double deviance’ with reference to Carol Smart. Following research of the prisons, as there is no female prison in Wales. Therefore, this piece of writing will look at how females are treated in the CJS and if they are treated differently to men, looking directly at the prison service. However, evaluating if men are more likely to commit murder or serious crime in comparison to females with analysis and reference to biological and social learning theories. Later questioning whether there is a gender divide and if men are more likely to act more violent whereas women are seen to internalise their responses. This will allow a great evaluation and analysis of the issues that women face throughout being an offender and dealing with the criminal justice system to gain an overall conclusion on the findings. 
In today’s society feminism is known to have many different types therefore this makes it difficult to be able to give a definition of what feminism is. Feminism is universal and can be known to “show females lives and experiences” (Thompson, 1994). According to Thompson, D (1994) feminism can be known “to be equity based on gender, gender expression, gender identity, sex and sexuality which is understood through social theories and political activism”, therefore trying to prevent inequalities between genders. Feminism looks at gender equality and females fighting for basic human rights of women. There have been many movements within feminism with different meanings, types and waves throughout history (Walters, 2005).
As research shows, both males and females can be victims as well as perpetrators of crime. Women often face discrimination whether they are a victim or a perpetrator. This can be where the female has committed a crime leading to breaking the law or not following social norms and expectations that a female is expected to follow. Basic norms and expectations of females range from how a female acts in society or the expectations within motherhood and family home. Double deviance occurs from this idea of a female breaking both two things (Mason and Booth, 2022, p.12). The chivalry theory suggests that when female become offenders within the criminal justice system “they are given more lenient sentences than males” this again relates to gender norms and expectations of which a female which is explained as follows (Anderson, 1976).                                                                                                              Women’s social and gender norms come from the expectations and stereotypes within today’s society. However, the studies of female norms show what is expected typically of a female and whether a female committing crimes is appropriate for the norms of the gender type (Heise and Manji, 2016). According to the research Rose (1951) it suggests that when looking at gender norms society often looking at a female as being a mother therefore this automatically then displays how mothers usually are stereotypically. The role of caring for her children or the stereotype of females being more emotional in that way. Gender knows can be known to be taught through behaviours in a stereotypical way from being a child. Through the stereo type over the years female can be seen to be behaviour in a more “nurturing way” and can be seen to be taken up with full time roles within the household (Haider, 2017). Whereas in society men could potentially be seen as more dominant and competitive.
Furthermore, there has been a large gap in evidence collected for female offending due to the neglect of the area of offending and the criminal justice system. Heidensohn suggest that many females within the criminal justice system do not get acknowledged and therefore led to their lives and experiences being stereotyped. From the studies she did looking at the crime rate it can be identified that there was a different between the recording of crimes between the genders. Therefore, the shows the “gender gap” between the genders, however, with this not be recognised or put in for questions it now leaves the “theory weakened and inadequate. Therefore, leaving the studies of female offending being rather neglected compared to the studies of male offending and crimes recorded. On the other hand, the theorists suggest that crime statistics is rising within female offending due to the feminism movement of liberation which has caused more crimes. Henderson (1998) suggests that females offend whilst being a co-leader to a crime that the male is committing and suggests that this is a potential threat to leading females into crime (Henderson, Schaeffer and Brown, 1998). From the research it can be identified that “one in three men in the United Kingdom will have a conviction for a serious offence by the age of thirty-one”. However, this shows that men attract the criminal justice system in the “attention of the police courts and probation service” (Stanko and Heidensohn, 1995). 
Carol Smart suggests that female offenders are treated as “double deviant” this is due to female offenders breaking the law as well as breaking the stereotype of typical female gender roles (Edwards, 1992). As research has already shown that many females commit crimes due to previous backgrounds of re offending or due to previous experience the main findings identify that female offenders are known to be more likely to be taken seriously when intoxicated whilst committing the crime. However, it is often seen that females receive more judgement when offending due to these previous experiences that could have arisen from “alcohol history, family life, social services or previous cases (Lightowlers, 2018).
In comparison to males, there are four prisons in Wales which are male orientated, this shows the treatment in different genders and how females are not treated fairly within the   criminal justice system when it comes to prisons and sentencing (GOV.UK, 2022). According to Newburn (2017, pp.874–899) prisons and courts are much harsher for females as the practices and how they are run have been male dominated due to the orientation of crime statistics between the different genders. Showing that the criminal justice system needs to adapt in order to be able to meet the needs of both genders.
(Fieldhouse, 2023) studies have shown that female offenders need more support in prisons including both mental health and emotional support. From her findings they show that many females lack necessities that are essential for them which includes adequate clothing that is tailored for women and not just males. If a female in prison did not have her own clothes she would be provided with male clothing and potentially not having underwear. The prison services do not meet the needs of females when it comes to health issues, mental health problems, trauma from previous abuse or violence. This is where females face ‘neglect of their human rights’ as they have not been provided with the right services when reaching out for help potentially before committing a crime. 
On the other hand, from looking at a female’s mental health in prisons according to the Ministry of Justice (2023) females who self-harm in prison has decreased by 2% that was it was in the past 12 months. Self-harming stands at 343 per 1000 prisoners which are female. Whereas in comparison to men self-harming in male prisons being 129 per 1000 male prisoners. Therefore, this shows that females are needing that extra support to lower these statistics. From the statistics of self-harming in March 2023 302 of the incidents were hospital admissions which shows an increase from 235 in the previous 12 months (Ministry of Justice, 2023). However, comparing these statistics to statistics in 2021 self-harming’s were as high as 467 incidents of self-harming for 100 females on remand with the overall rate of females. This shows that 22% of the incidents in prisons in the year of 2021 were females even though females only account for 4% of prison population in England and Wales. During the COVID 19 pandemic these statistics show that they were higher, and more females were struggling during this period with the lack of support they were receiving (Hewson, 2022).
 Female offenders should be receiving additional support if they are a mother and the primary carer for their children. However, this is where prisons are majorly failing female offenders (van den Bergh et al., 2011). According to Hewson (2022) in relation to mental health in 2021 “there was a total of 467 incidents of self-harm for every 100th women on remand” whereas there is a total of 370 per 100 women in prison. In relation to prison population where females only take up 4% of the population this shows that self-harming in female prisons in high. This has a significant impact of the mental health of female offenders. On the other hand, when a female has committed a crime leading to sentencing the nearest prison for females in Wales is Eastwood Park Prison in Gloucestershire. This research shows that females must travel potentially over one hundred miles. Therefore, families of the offender and their children if they have children must travel far just for a visit. This is a huge barrier for female offenders as travel costs will have to be considered, communications between the mother and child will be hard as well as the distance (Senedd Cymru - Welsh Parliament, 2023). 
According to the research from the Ministry of justice (2015) it shows that between twenty four percent and thirty one percent of female offenders could potentially have one or more child this is from research in 2015. However, in comparison to 2019 research shows that over half of the number of females there are in prison have children who are under the age of eighteen. However, from this it shows a major issue in society and other services who are working with the criminal justice system. Research shows that only 5% of these children will stay at their family home when the mother is sent to prison. This creates a major problem for services like social with an increase in demand for rehoming the children as well as adding another barrier with females being sent to prisons so far away (HM Prison and Probation Service, 2019).
[bookmark: _Hlk149890125]Biological positivism looks at early criminology and the female offender. Lombroso looks at the theory of “individuals characteristics and the certain behaviours that make up their genetic disposition in what causes the offender to be a criminal”. It studies the theory of criminals are either born criminal or not. Lombroso suggests that females are less developed than men and therefore less likely to be born criminals and commit crimes. However, in relation to prostitution he looked at this time of crime as being female orientated. He states that a “normal woman” is a woman who is not associated with prostitution and a “criminal woman” as being involved in this type of behaviour. From the studies and research over the years due to the lack of research on female offending these studies are present today through criminology (Newburn, 2017, pp.320–323). Lombroso investigated the psychological theory of Freud (1933) identifying that female offending comes down to “the masculinity of a female’s behaviour”. They look at the idea of masculinity in females biologically, psychologically and socially. However, have also seen an increase in females being involved in more violent crimes (Silvestri, 2012).
According to Banarjee, Islam and Khatun (2015) it can be determined that females who offended were less likely to be acknowledged due to female criminality levels being so low compared to males. However, the studies have also been done in relation to prostitution around female offending. However, Banarjee, Islam and Khatun, (2015) also suggest many criminologists have identified that the women do not have as much relation to crime compared to men. They also look at the studies of female crime being related to prostitution. However, they also suggest that “normal women are passive and that the few females that are offenders must be sick”. From the findings within female offending, they suggest that females potentially offend due to them being a repeat victim, where the female offender has experience more than one crime within the family and society. It is often seen that many female offenders will reoffend within the year of leaving the prison due to prisons not working for females and the idea of the “cycle of trauma”. The sentences women are receiving are not long enough to be able to make a change but however are allowing females to face losing jobs, their homes, relationships with families from being so far away. Therefore, showing that females need to have rehabilitation centres in order to receive the support to stop the reoffending (Jenny Rathbone, 2023).
From recent research showing the studies of what time of crimes female commit it shows the idea that women are more likely to commit crimes that are less violent or part of organised crime. However, can be seen to be more involved in where the offender could get something from like burglary. Female offending can be associated with substance abuse being either alcohol or drug abuse which could potentially lead to an increase in mental health issues within criminality. Therefore, has shown to have an impact on violent crime within female criminality. Statistics show that 48% of female who are in prison for drug related crime committed their offence in order to support the drug use of someone else in comparison to 22% of male prisoners (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021). 
A gender divide between males and females can be demonstrated with the evidence that males are likely to react in a more violent way when women are then seen to internalise the responses. This is identified where males are more likely to engage in criminal behaviour whereas women are more reluctant (Zimmerman and Messner, 2010).
Furthermore, the UK Government have recently set out a female strategy offending plan from 2021-2025 to ensure that the barriers and issues that female offenders are facing must be addressed across Wales and England for females. They aim to ensure that there is a reduction in females entering the criminal justice system and reoffending, a reassuring outcome for those in custody, finding the right way to push the female for their actions whether it is sending the female to rehab or providing access to the services and support they need. On the other hand, also ensuring that the public are protected from any local female offending crimes. (UK Government, 2021)
To summarise the research and findings Heidensohn (1988) has identified that there is an issue with the ‘gender gap’ between males and females. The research shows that females need to receive a large amount of support within the criminal justice system to ensure that re offending stops. Female’s offenders face major issues in the criminal justice systems from not having the services they need to access whilst going through the process of CPS. Carol Smart (1976) demonstrates that idea of female offender performing abnormal behaviours leading to the breaking gender and societal norms within criminality and female offending. This then predicts that females are facing double deviance with the law breaking also (Greenberg, 1978). Research clarifies that prisons are male dominated and shows this by having no female prison in Wales for offenders. The nearest prison to Wales is the Eastwood Park and young offender institution in Gloucestershire (HM Prison and Probation Service, 2022). Furthermore, the research demonstrates that the criminal justice system needs to put more in place to ensure females do not feel the neglect and ensure that the Female Strategy Plan is stuck to and followed to ensure females are not facing these issues.
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