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For a social issue of your choosing outline how a government (nation/local) or other organisation has used creativity to address the issue.

 The purpose of this submission is to outline the social issue of literary poverty in children (UK Government, 2013; Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Act, 2021; Book Trust, 2019). This assignment will be addressing the positives that reading for fun can have on a person’s mental and physical health (BACP, 2022; MHFA England, 2018; Progress Lifeline, 2021), as well as also addressing how the organisation; The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) have used creativity to address the issue through their well recognised World Book Day (World Book Day, 2023; UNESCO, 2022). However, this submission will also be critiquing the negative impacts of World Book Day (O'Keeffe, 2020; Kernahan, 2022) in addition to the positive aspects (World Book Day, 2023; UNESCO, 2022; Book Trust, 2019). Although literary poverty is a global issue (UNESCO, 2022; Book Trust, 2019) this assignment will be focusing on literary poverty within the United Kingdom (UK Government, 2013; Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Act, 2021; Book Trust, 2019).
 Literary poverty is estimated to affect more than 300,000 primary school children in the United Kingdom (Book Trust, 2019), A child who spends fewer than 15 minutes a week being read to or with for pleasure outside of school is considered to be in literary poverty (UK Government, 2013; Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Act, 2021). This is deemed inadequate for a child to cultivate a love of reading (Curriculum and Assessment (Wales) Act 2021; UK Government, 2013). Reading for pleasure is an activity that may have significant effects on both one's mental health and their relationships with others (Cunningham and Stanovich, 1998; BACP, 2022). According to existing research conducted by Cunningham and Stanovich (1998) reading for enjoyment is important for education and personal growth. The research lends weight to the notion that those who read more are also able to read at a higher level (Clark and Rumbold, 2006; Cunningham and Stanovich, 1998). According to a number of studies, the educational opportunities of those who have reading difficulties and who are not motivated to read are significantly reduced (Baker et al, 2000; Clark and Rumbold, 2006). 
 The sudden onset of the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in a disruption of education and learning on a scale that has never been seen before anywhere in the world (UK Government, 2022; McInerney, 2020). Between 2020 and 2022, schools throughout the world were completely shut down, meaning no students could attend classes in person, for an average of 141 days (UNICEF, 2022; McInerney, 2020). However, Clark and Piction (2020) discovered that the percentage of children who enjoyed reading increased during lockdown (from 47% before lockdown to 55% after lockdown) Several students report having regained their love of reading after lockdown (Roberts, 2021). They attribute this to the increased amount of free time they had during the pandemic (Clark and Picton, 2020). However, owing to extensive school and library closures, several youngsters reported having difficulty obtaining printed books (National Literacy Trust, 2022; Roberts, 2021). Consequently, there were significant learning losses due to the shutdown of schools (UNICEF, 2022). 
 According to the UK Government (2018) around a third of young children in the United Kingdom spend more than an hour a week reading with a parent or carer. There is a lot of data to suggest that children's enjoyment of reading declines as they get older and that views and behaviours about reading shift with age (Clark and Osborne, 2008; Clark and Douglas 2011; Topping, 2010). On the other hand, there is evidence to show that although if the frequency with which that young people read decreases as they get older, the amount of time that they spend reading when they do read grows as they get older (Clark, 2011). There is a lack of consensus among the research on whether children read a greater variety of books: those in primary school or those in secondary school. According to the findings of certain studies, primary school pupils read a greater range of books than their high school peers do (Clark and Foster, 2005) Despite this, there is academic research that has shown that high school students were in fact reading a greater range of books compared to primary school pupils (Clark and Osborne, 2008). For the purpose of encouraging children to read for pleasure, Clark and Foster (2005) conducted a study to see what kind of creative activities may be employed in classrooms. Among these activities was the creation of websites or journals, as well as the meeting of writers or celebrities. One creative idea that has already been adapted into schools is World Book Day (2023), which has become a positive influence and is celebrated throughout schools all over the United Kingdom. (World Book Day, 2023; UNESCO, 2022). The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO, 2022) launched the annual celebration of World Book Day on April 23, 1995. Which is celebrated in over one hundred countries throughout the world (World Book Day, 2023; UNESCO, 2022; Book Trust, 2019). 1997 saw the beginning of World Book Day celebrations in the United Kingdom and Ireland, with the intention of inspiring younger generations to rediscover the pleasures of reading (World Book Day, 2023; UNESCO, 2022). The concept behind World Book Day is to encourage young readers to dress up as their most adored literary heroes and heroines each year and come together to honour books, readers, writers, and artists (World Book Day, 2023; UNESCO, 2022; Book Trust, 2019). World Book Day's ultimate goal is to get a book into the hands of every child in the world (World Book Day, 2023). The funds that are collected by schools for World Book Day are donated to a variety of deserving charities (World Book Day, 2023). A good example is Book Aid International (2023), an organisation that annually distributes 500,000 books to libraries in 12 countries in sub-Saharan Africa (World Book Day, 2023; Book Aid International, 2023). Another example is Read-a-thon (World Book Day, 2023; Read-a-thon, 2023), which is a sponsored reading event that takes place all around the United Kingdom to earn money for children with life-threatening illnesses (World Book Day, 2023; Read-a-thon, 2023). 
 There are several benefits to reading (Lucantoni, 2019; National Literacy Trust, 2020; UK Government, 2013). Reading broadens our perspectives and enhances our capacity to express ourselves orally (UK Government, 2013; National Literacy Trust, 2020), as well as to absorb new knowledge and store it in long-term memory (UK Government, 2013; National Literacy Trust, 2020). As more and more people open out about their struggles with mental health (Mind, 2023; Venters, 2018; BACP; 2022), the taboo around doing so is fading (Venters, 2018; Mind, 2023). The consequences of COVID-19, on top of the pressure brought up by the uncertain economy, places a tremendous strain on families (Oppenheim et al, 2022; Nesta, 2022). Those who take part in World Book Day may find it easier to cultivate a positive attitude toward reading (World Book Day, 2023; UNESCO, 2022). This is crucial since many people are unaware of the positive effects that reading may have on their physical and mental health (UK Government, 2013; BACP, 2022). Reading has been linked to a range of health advantages (Progress Lifeline, 2021; UK Government, 2013), such as enhanced mental and physical health (Morgan, 2018; UK Government, 2013; BACP, 2022), helps with a better night's sleep (Morgan, 2018; UK Government, 2013), lowers anxiety and depression (MHFA England, 2018; Morgan, 2018; UK Government, 2013), and decreases the risks of acquiring Alzheimer's disease and other forms of dementia (North Central University, 2015; Morgan, 2018). According to World Book Days impact report, Children who take part in the event have a higher tendency to read books than children who do not take part in the celebration (World Book Day, 2020). The National Literacy Trust research report claims that nearly half of primary schools and nurseries think World Book Day is effective in getting kids excited about reading (National Literacy Trust, 2021), with 79% of primary schools think it makes reading more fun for kids (World Book Day, 2023; National Literacy Trust, 2021). However as both organisations; World Book Day and National Literacy Trust are both charities that advocate for better literacy education amongst children, there is a strong element of bias within their reports (Catalogue of Bias, 2019). Despite World Book Day's many positive effects, some parents see it as a headache (Breathnach, 2015). Many parents spend a lot of time and energy on World Book Day sewing elaborate costumes for their kids, modelling the outfits after characters in books that their kids have read (Vaclavik, 2019; Stephs Two Girls, 2019). There are however other children which are dressed as characters from comic books or as princesses from Disney films (Vaclavik, 2019; Stephs Two Girls, 2019), characters that they had never read about, but rather had only seen on TV or in movies (Vaclavik, 2019). The celebration of World Book Day is exactly what its name implies, A Day (World Book Day, 2023; UNESCO, 2022). Only one day of the year children celebrate books and literature, yet children are dressing up and celebrating favourite heroes from movies rather than books (Vaclavik, 2019). The emphasis is entirely on getting dressed up (Valuing Minds, 2023; Vaclavik, 2019). It seems that World Book Day's initial goals have been lost along the way (Vaclavik, 2019). Sometimes, parents have a hard time saying no because they are under so much pressure (Children Northeast, 2023; Stephs Two Girls, 2019). It is never the intention of parents to let their children down (Children Northeast, 2023), what if parents do not have the money or the time to make an outfit (Valuing Minds, 2023; Child Poverty Action Group, No Date). Even if there are no financial limitations, there is always a certain amount of stress or anxiety involved in acquiring the costume or making the outfit (Child Poverty Action Group, No Date; Vaclavik, 2019; Two Girls, 2019). Considering the logistics of internet shopping, when a single costume may not fit, a child may not like the costume (Valuing Minds, 2023; Stephs Two Girls, 2019), or having more than one child to dress resulting in many deliveries and several vehicles transporting online purchases (O'Keeffe, 2020). Not to mention that the majority of these costumes only get worn once and are destined for the landfill (O'Keeffe, 2020; Valuing Minds, 2023). As a result, this has an impact on the environment (Jaller and Pahwa, 2020; Cullinane, 2009). There are some parents and other carers who just do not have the time to sit down and create a costume for their child (Vaclavik, 2019; Children Northeast, 2023). Meaning families are encouraged to participate in the consumerism that is associated with World Book Day by shopping for costumes at stores (Child Poverty Action Group, No Date; Vaclavik, 2019). Some parents believe that World Book Day has sadly been used as a money-making opportunity by almost every supermarket, retail company, and online shops (Vaclavik, 2019; Stephs Two Girls, 2019).

 It is reasonable to conclude from the evidence that literary poverty is a significant global issue (UNESCO, 2022; Book Trust, 2019). Which also requires a great deal more interest and effort (Clark and Piction, 2020; McInerney, 2020). There may have been a little spike in the number of children who read for fun as a direct consequence of the unplanned COVID-19 outbreak (Clark and Piction, 2020; Roberts, 2021), However this does not address the issue as a whole (UNICEF, 2022). Children are back in school as usual now that the local lockdowns have been lifted, and life overall appears to have returned to some kind of normality (UNICEF, 2022). That is to say that the initial problem of children not reading books for pleasure is still a problem that is becoming more prevalent all around the world (Baker et al, 2000; Clark and Rumbold, 2006). UNESCO’s original idea of World Book Day; encouraging children to dress up and celebrate characters from their favourite books (UNESCO, 2022; World Book Day, 2023), Is a very creative and great start the address the issue (UNESCO, 2022). It does still however like many solutions to social issues come with drawbacks (Valuing Minds, 2023; Child Poverty Action Group, No Date; Vaclacik, 2019). Many parents feel the pressure and stress of delivering the costumes that their child aspires to be (Child Poverty Action Group, No Date; Vaclavik, 2019). As well as many parents falling victim to the consumerism of World Book Day (Child Poverty Action Group, No Date; Vaclavik, 2019), whilst not ignoring the financial impact that is has on households (Oppenheim et al, 2022; Nesta, 2022), especially with today’s ever growing damaging economy (Oppenheim et al, 2022; Nesta, 2022). In spite of the fact that it does have certain drawbacks (Valuing Minds, 2023; Child Poverty Action Group, No Date; Vaclacik, 2019), World Book Day also has a great deal of advantages (UNESCO, 2022; World Book Day, 2023; National Literacy Trust, 2020). The celebration of World Book Day has attracted attention of children and is currently celebrated in many different countries (UNESCO, 2022; World Book Day, 2023). The act of getting dressed up and going to school with a brand-new book is an exciting time for children worldwide (UNESCO, 2022; World Book Day, 2023). A more optimistic outlook as well as a rekindled passion for both children and literature have been sparked as a result of World Book Day (UNESCO, 2022; World Book Day, 2023).
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