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Topic: To what extent, of at all, is the person and work of Christ as explained in either (a) Anselm’s Cur Deus Homo or (b) Aquinas’s Summa Theologiae (as found in the extracts provided) a contribution to our understanding of the Doctrine of the Trinity?

Introduction
Summa Theologiae is the principal work of Saint Thomas Aquinas [1225-1274]. Though unfinished, the writing was to serve as a summary of all theological learnings known for seminarians. His treatise aims to describe the union and relationship between God and man. It goes on to define how the reconciliation of man with God was made possible by the incarnation of Christ. Aquinas believes that the main reason for the incarnation was the removal of sin committed by man. He affirms that all scripture points to the incarnation. Christ would not have come if mankind had not sinned. The workings of incarnation expressed in the goodness of God, the redemptive work of Christ, and the knowledge of the truth about God manifested in Christ, help us in our quest to understand the doctrine of the Trinity. This essay focuses on part 111 of the Summa Theologiae and it aims to analyse the person and work of Christ Jesus and how the knowledge acquired from his writing contributes to our understanding of the Doctrine of the Trinity. This essay will begin by discussing the fitness for the incarnation. The second paragraph will expound on the need for man’s redemption, followed by the reason why God incarnated. The last paragraph will explain the timing of the incarnation, could God have incarnated in the beginning or at the end of times? It ends with a summary that wraps up the mystery of the incarnation, the person, and the workings of Christ, as it influences my understanding of the doctrine of the Trinity.

Analysis
The Fitness of the Incarnation
On the fittingness of the incarnation, the bible in Romans 1:20 states ‘’For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.’’ According to Aquinas, God’s power and divine nature are perceived in created things partly, but in the incarnation, God’s divine nature and power are perceived face-face. Since God’s very essence is goodness, communication is essential to goodness as such, God’s goodness must be communicated. To achieve this in the most fitting way, God must join man to himself. That union of the divine and humanity would demonstrate that the communication of divine goodness has occurred and, that the goodness of God is bestowed upon human nature. God could have done this in a variety of ways but the presence of the incarnate God in man models righteousness and holy living.

The need for the restoration of the human race

Aquinas states the need for the restoration of humanity as the perfect means of achieving the desired end for mankind which is salvation ‘What frees the human race from perdition is necessary for the salvation of man.’ Citing two ways a thing can be necessary for a certain end, the first is when the end cannot be achieved without it. The second is when the end is achieved efficiently. According to the first objection, God could have restored human nature without becoming incarnate, but God could not have restored mankind perfectly without becoming incarnate. He states five reasons why God took on human flesh as the best way of attaining the desired end.
The first is faith, not only did God bring the message of salvation, but Christ also brought knowledge and taught the word of God himself which led to belief and faith in God. According to Augustine, ‘the son of God having assumed human nature established and founded faith’. 
The second is Hope, God became human to show us humility, and solidarity, and how deep his love is for mankind. He refutes objection 2 which used Psalm 112: 4, ‘the Lord is high above all nations and His glory above the heavens’. That man reveres God more when they consider Him as high above but not by assuming human flesh for man’s salvation. Rather, God is revered more when in union with humanity.
Thirdly is charity, according to Augustine, God’s greatest cause of the Lord’s coming is to show God’s love for us. He came with a message of love, he lived out love for us to follow in his stead.
Fourthly is well-doing, God came in person to be seen as an example in well doing in order to be followed because ‘man who might be seen was not be followed’ according to Augustine.
Fifthly, God’s incarnation allows for full participation of the divinity. The perfect joy of man through to the end of human life has been bestowed on man by God becoming human. According to Augustine, “God was made man, that man might be made God.”

Reason for the incarnation

According to Luke 19:10 ‘For the son of man came to seek and save the lost.’’ According to Augustine, ‘If man had not sinned, the Son of Man would not have come.’’ The fall of man is the reason for God’s incarnation. Athanasius calls it ‘Our sorry case’. Two opinions were given; The divine will of God has been made known to us through God’s revelation to us in the holy scripture. The scripture assigns sin as the reason for incarnation therefore, the work of incarnation was ordained by God to remedy sin. Secondly, as the power of God is not limited to this reason, God could still become incarnate even without the sin of man. Psalm 115:3 ‘Our God is in heavens; he does all that he pleases.’’

Using John 1: 29, ‘’Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world’’ Aquinas refutes all 3 objections. The incarnate God came not only to take away the original sin of man but also subsequent sins, which offers the opportunity to blot out actual sins for those who adhere to Christ. The incarnate God offered what was sufficient for blotting out all sin. Aquinas differentiates between original sin as greater in the sense of extensiveness because it is spread among all human beings, and actual sin, which is greater in intensiveness because it is more of a voluntary act. 
Christians believe they are justified by grace through faith by reason of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Timing of the incarnation 

God became incarnate at the time he had decreed following the fall of man. According to Galatians 4:4 [ESV] ‘But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his son.’ Four reasons were given by Aquinas namely, Man’s pride requires humility; Man needed to move from imperfection to perfection; Due to the greatness of Christ, more time was needed to prepare the way for his coming hence, the ministry of John the Baptist and lastly, the zeal of faith cools over time and the love of many will grow cold. Hence, Incarnation should not have been deferred till the end of time for two main reasons. The first is that of perfection and the second is salvation. 
Christ being the reason for the perfection of mankind could not have come either in the beginning or at the end of time, but only in its midst because perfection precedes imperfection, that which is already perfect is needed to bring the imperfect to perfection. In nature, however, imperfection precedes perfection, because the imperfect must be drawn to its fulfillment in the perfect. Humanity is being drawn to perfection in Christ at the time ordained by God.
God started his work of salvation first through Abraham by choosing him to restore God’s knowledge and holy living. But as man’s reverence for God grew even weaker, God gave the law to Moses, but humanity could not keep the Law. In God’s goodness and love he choose to become incarnate, should God have deferred his coming to the end of times, all reverence, knowledge, and righteousness living would have been ruined. God’s incarnation was fitting to the manifestation of His divine power which brought salvation to mankind and is received by faith.
Conclusion
Through the incarnation, we observe the work of a triune God. God manifested in 3 persons. God the Father in His goodness and love sent His Word to join with humanity in order to redeem mankind from sin and unite humans back to God. While living on earth, Christ the Son of God existed as both God and man. It was necessary for this to happen since humans had no power of themselves to rid themselves of sin which had corrupted human nature. Through Christ the Word of God, humans begin to understand the ways of God as displayed in the life of Christ. The glory of God was encapsulated in the life of wisdom, knowledge, and power that Christ showed while he was on earth. In his death and resurrection, the debt of human sin was fully paid and all humans who believed in Christ were given the opportunity to continue in their knowledge of God and a true moral compass for daily living. This we can see manifest through the working of the spirit God (Holy Spirit). In conclusion, the mystery of the incarnation might seem unfitting, but contributions made by Aquinas and other theologians help our knowledge and understanding of the doctrine of the Trinity.
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