	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 
An adult at risk is a person aged 18 or over who: 
1. Has care and support needs (whether or not they are receiving help for these needs)
2. Is experiencing or at risk of abuse or neglect (Including physical, emotional, financial, sexual, or institutional abuse) 
3. Is unable to protect themselves from harm or exploitation due to their care and support needs. (Care Act 2014)

The definition of an adult at risk is similar but not identical across England and Wales, as safeguarding legislation differs slightly between the two countries. A key difference in Wales is that local authorities have a duty to report concerns about an adult at risk, rather than just a duty to make enquiries. 
While the definition is broadly similar, Wales has a slightly stronger emphasis on proactive reporting and intervention. The Care Act 2014 extends to England and Wales, but its application differs. While Part 1 (Care and Support) applies to local authorities in England only, social care is a devolved matter for Wales, and local authorities in Wales have duties under the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 to assess and meet the needs of adults, children, and carers. 

The Social Services and Well being Act (Wales) Act 2014 is the main law governing social care and support in Wales. It aims to improve well-being, promote independence, and ensure people receive the care they need. The Act also recognises the right of individuals to live freely, make their own choices, and have control over their lives, as long as they are not at risk of harm. 
While the Act priorities freedom, it also includes safeguarding measures to protect those who cannot protect themselves. The balance between autonomy and protection is central to social care in Wales. (Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014) 
Under the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014, local authorities in Wales have a legal duty to safeguard adults at risk. This duty is set out in Section 126 of the Act and is supported by the Working Together to Safeguard People Statutory guidance. 

Key responsibilities of a Local Authorities: 
1. Duty to make enquiries (Section 126) 
2. Duty to work in partnership
3. Duty to prevent abuse or neglect 
4. Duty to support and protect the adult 
5. Duty to review and monitor safeguarding plans 
6. Duty to establish a safeguarding adults board (SAB)

Working Together to Safeguard People (Welsh Government 2020) gives guidance around a strategy meeting being undertaken within seven days of the completion of the enquiry, particularly when an adult is determined to be at risk, to agree the response and actions to be taken. Following this, determination of action should be concluded in collaboration with the individual. This may include ‘Immediate Action’, ‘Adult not at risk but may have other needs of care and support services’, ‘Adult at Risk and action to protect required’ (XX 2020). 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work
Safeguarding in adults and children’s work in Wales has both common principles and distinct differences due to the varying needs and vulnerabilities of each group. 
· Children’s safeguarding focuses heavily on protecting those who are still in a phase of growth and development, where they may lack the ability to make informed decisions or protect themselves from harm. Children may experience abuse or neglect in various forms, including physical, emotional, sexual, or neglect. 
· Adults safeguarding, particularly for vulnerable adults (those over 18), who are at risk due age, disability, mental health issues, or substance abuse), focuses on promoting autonomy while protecting individuals from abuse or exploitation. 
· Legal frameworks in Wales, both children’s and adults safeguarding is guided by different sets of legislation. For children, the Children’s Act 1989 and Social Services and Well Being (Wales) Act 2014 are the key legislative frameworks. 
For adults, safeguarding is primarily governed by the Social Services and Well Being (Wales) Act 2014, which applies to both children and adults but has specific provisions for adults, focusing on supporting people to achieve well being outcomes while preventing harm. 
A key difference is the Mental Capacity Act 2025 for adults. This legislation is fundamental in safeguarding vulnerable adults, as it determines whether an adult can make a decision for themselves wherever possible, with interventions often coming only if the individual lacks capacity. 
For children, the assumption is that they lack the full capacity to make informed decisions, and safeguarding interventions are more likely to be initiated without a formal assessment of mental capacity, but with considerations of the child’s maturity and understanding. 
The Social Services and Wellbeing Act Wales (2014) section 130 outlines that if someone suspects that a child is at risk or suffering from abuse, neglect or harm, then they need to be reported to the relevant local authority to investigate further. It is at this point the local authority must determine whether there are grounds for a section 47 investigation of the Children’s Act 1989. When a Section 47 enquiry is initiated, the local authority has a legal duty to investigate the situation. The investigation usually involves assessing the child’s well-being. This can involve interviews with the child, family members and professionals such as teachers and doctors. 
Safeguarding in both adults and children’s services share the core goal of protecting individuals from harm, the approach differs due to the different levels of autonomy, capacity and legal frameworks that apply to each group. I feel from my own experience as a childcare social worker, safeguarding in children’s work is more about ensuring their protection and well being during their growth, while safeguarding in adult services balances the protection with a focus of promoting autonomy and choice. 
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