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SAIMA HUSSAIN
Introduction 
In this essay I will be covering the differences between modern society’s laws and expectations of families and children and the interventions in place as well as some of their benefits and effects. Compared to the social-economic normality of child expectations throughout history and hopefully make some interesting discoveries.
What is childhood?
Every person was once a child.  A child is a young fragile individual who requires attention from all the people in their surroundings.  They are vulnerable individual meaning trusting everybody who is in contact with them.  They see everything in a completely different perspective, their reliability and trust is in the hands of their parents/guardians.  A child is a small human being who is vulnerable and gradually growing up emotionally, physically and mentally (Evans, 2020).  As they grow gracefully, they look up to and replicate/idolise the people who helped develop the person they have grown to become.
Childhood is a state of being that acts without any kind of racism or discrimination. They can go to school and play with their friends freely without hurt, mistrust and bad feelings for each other.  It is when you have no worries in the world and you are on cloud nine.   This is where you learn to communicate and interact with many different individuals.  You can grow into a sturdy and self-confident person.  At school you will have friends and teachers and at home you will receive the love and care of your family and the wider community.  This valuable time should be implemented into the child’s life from the day they were born, as this can affect their whole life.  The child should have a safe atmosphere where there is no fear of violence and abuse.  
Urie Bonferbrenner’s Key Concept
Bronferbrenner’s theory illustrates four ecological structures which an individual will potentially interact with each nested within the others.
1. Microsystem: This is the first level of Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory which is the small and closest surroundings the child lives in.  The child’s microsystem includes any immediate relationships they interact with, which will include parents, siblings, family, friends and the schools environment (any human relationships) (FirstDiscovers, 2020).

2. Mesosystem: The mesosystem also consist of the relationship between the microsystems as well.  The main purpose of this system is that the child’s development is not influenced by their close family environment. Moving outwards, the second layer surrounding the microsystem encompasses the different interactions between the characters contained within the microsystem. This could include, for example, the relationships between a child’s family and their school teachers. For any interaction to qualify as part of the mesosystem, it has to be a direct interaction between two features of the bio-ecological system which influence the development of the individual child (FirstDiscovers, 2020).
3. Ecosystem: This is the third element of Bonfenbrenner’s theory, the upbringing of the child.  For example if the mother was working to provide for her child, even though the child is not actually present at the workplace what happens at the workplace will have an indirect effect on the child’s life at home.  If the mother was made redundant or the hours she was working had to be reduced for whatever reason this would indirectly effect the child, by not receiving new clothes, computer games or even going out for a family meal, which would cause a lot stress and tension in the house.  If on the other hand the mother was given a bonus this would make a big impact on the child’s life.  For example extra money to spend on a holiday or other luxurious items  (FirstDiscovers, 2020).
4. Macrosystem: The macrosytem defines the surrounding and atmosphere a child lives in, including moral, ethical beliefs, religion and influences (FirstDiscovers, 2020).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Laws and practices
Historically the laws and practices regarding all children have varied through eras and cultures. Dating all the way back to some of the first developed societies to today the attitude and approach regarding things like gender, disability and even things like appearance could have a major impact to the child’s life and treatment. All the way back to around the Peloponnesian War (431-404 B.C.) children with disabilities were seen as cursed and not worthy of life therefore they “were left in the woods to die, their feet bound together to discourage anyone passing by from adopting them” (Department of administration, 2020) and as society progressed that practice was slowly changed to where the common practice was abandoning them in orphanages. But today disabled babies are no longer abandoned but given nurses and specialised carers. Gender was a big factor in the progression of society and the lives of children historically if a wife could not produce a male heir the wife would have been beheaded as evident in the 1500 during Henry VII’s reign. Even in Spartan society the infant mortality rate was so high the Greeks didn’t name their children until they were a few years old. Also all girls were expected to stay at home till the age of 15 when they would be married off for either a dowry or familial status whereas boys were free to wander and had no rules this played a role in character development as a carefree boy with no legal obligations can swiftly develop no moral or ethical policies that govern his choices and could result in a reckless adult. “in 1830-1839 married, on an average, at 14,0 years, those born later were marrying a little older, between 14.2 and 15 years of âge” (Krishnan, 1977) whereas now “The legal minimum age of marriage is 18 years old in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. However, there is provision for marriage with parental consent between the ages of 16 and 18. In Scotland, the minimum age of marriage is 16 and marriage does not require parental consent” (Burnett, 2020). 
This significant change in the policy and framework around marriage and consent has played a pivotal moment in society as it allowed for more freedom for women and men.  This means that people are not tied down by the expectations of family to improve their social-economic status. It allows children to live their childhood and choose to get married when they are full adults capable of making informed choices. The direct benefit to this is that more children have had the opportunity to develop their minds and focus on an education rather than starting a family. Even in the present century we can notice huge differences in the lifestyle and the expectancy of children and families. For example up until 1999 children could buy cigarettes until the law against it was set “A person must be 18 years old to purchase or to smoke cigarettes including any tobacco products as is indicated in Public Health (Restrictions on Tobacco Products) Regulations 1999, Sec” (Wikipedia, 2020) obviously as that law has been in place for two decades it has become the normal practice and the idea of letting your children go to the shop alone is scary enough but them retrieving tobacco is shocking to the modern era. So this highlights how behaviour or attitudes of the older generation and people of the past may seem slightly unorthodox now but as it was their common practice it has changed their perspective on our normal lifestyle. Another policy that is recent to civilisation is the legislation allowing all children to go to school for free in 1890 introduced by William Forster within “An Act to provide for public Elementary Education in England and Wales” this law allowing girls to study benefitted both adults and children. As some of the finest and most revolutionary discoveries and inventions were made by some brilliant minds from impoverished backgrounds. For example Christopher Latham Sholes was the inventor of the typewriter and was born to a rural working class family on a farm who without the law of education would not have pursued an education and revolutionised the way we communicate and study. Without the law of education and the freedom allowing women to learn to the same extent of men America would not have won the space race, Hillary Clinton, Theresa May and Jacinda Arden would never have been in office. J.K. Rowling would never have written Harry Potter and the other wonderful fictional tales that have shaped lives. 
Some celebrities who have been crucial to spreading the message of equality and anti-racism would not be there to use their platform for good if they never had some of the childhood experiences that inspired careers. Without famous and significant people and their work in direct result of an education there would not be much motivation and inspiration to create wondrous feats of science and engineering which some were even inspired by childhood memories of cartoons.
As education was such a growing concept in the late 1800s and early 1900s the desire for a disabled friendly school was needed and in Manchester (1918) the first disabled school was founded. However, even though the maintenance of a disabled child was high, the fees for education of the disabled were high. Whereas a case study that was conducted in class regarding Down syndrome children in the UK educational system vs today showed. In the UK all children start school at the age of four/five regardless of disability or gender According to (NHS, 2019) in the UK there are lots of children with Down's syndrome who go to mainstream schools.  The age they go to school will be the same as a normal school child.  There are also special schools and colleges for children and young people who might need more help. What school your child goes to will depend on, the help your child needs and what is available according to where you live.  Children with Down syndrome will get special educational needs support at their school or college. For example, extra support from a teacher or assistant who will always be available to the child.  Help in class to get the child to participate in lessons and support with everyday activities like eating and getting around school.  According to Hodes, (2007) In Vietnam children go to school at the age of 6.  Down syndrome children are not admitted to school.  In Vietnam there are a few special schools, if you are lucky you can go to these schools otherwise your child will not have any education.  It has a detrimental impact on every family, they feel ashamed of having a child with Downs Syndrome, the reason being for having a child like this means you have being possessed with evil spirits.  Another reason is a punishment for doing something wrong, you can get an infection from another person with Downs Syndrome.  It was classed as a disability.  In 1970 a child with Down syndrome was accepted in school to study. 
There have been laws that have significantly redefined the safety for children and ensured a level of protection for children, the first and one of the biggest laws put into place is the child labour act, the first child labour act “In 1833 the Government passed a Factory Act to improve conditions for children working in factories. Young children were working very long hours in workplaces where conditions were often terrible. The basic act was as follows: no child workers under nine years of age” (The national archives, 1833) which at the time was both a big advantage to children as they could live without expectation of work, but it also had a downside as it was socially custom for working class families and the poor to have an excess of children in order for them to bring in a higher income for the family and essentially pay for the food they eat by doing dangerous and stressful tasks like chimney sweeping which posed the likely risk of inducing respiratory illnesses and other sinus infections. So although by limiting the minimum age to 9 and reducing the overall income of working class in the 1800s, it also ensured a safer childhood free from certain risks. 
Conclusion
In conclusion the advantages of certain policies and regulations have played a crucial role in people’s lives, research on things like baby gates and socket protectors, laws on alcohol and tobacco consumption to even policies on child soldiers have been crucial to the development of society by allowing children to stay innocent for long enough to develop traits like empathy and compassion.
















References
Burnett, F (2020). What is the minimum legal framework around marriage? (Online)  Available at: https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/child-marriage/united-kingdom/#:~:text=The%20legal%20minimum%20age%20of,does%20not%20require%20parental%20consent [Accessed: 1st August 2020]
Department of administration (2020). The Minnesota Governor’s Council on Development Disabilities (Online) Available at: https://mn.gov/mnddc/parallels/one/3.html#:~:text=Other%20children%20born%20with%20disabilities,infants%20was%20a%20legal%20requirement [Accessed: 3rd August 2020]
Evans, R (2020).  What is childhood and what do we mean by ‘young person’? (Online) Available at: https://www.ippf.org>files [Accessed: 10th August 2020]
FirstDiscoverers (2020). Child Development, (Online) Available at: https://www.firstdiscoverers.co.uk/child-development-theories-urie-bronfenbrenner/ (Accessed: 28th  March 2020) 
Hodes, M (2007) Early intervention in Vietnam Down Syndrome Research and Practice, 12 (1), 38-41. dio:10.3104/essay.2021.
Krishnan, L., (1977).  Age at in a nineteenth century Indian parish.  Annale de Demographie Historique.   (Online) Available at: https://www.persee.fr/doc/adh_0066-2062_1977_num_1977_1_1353 [Accessed: 31st July 2020]
NHS (2019). What is Down’s Syndrome’s, (Online) Available at: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/downs-syndrome/how-to-help-children-and-young-people/ [Accessed: 28th  March 2020]
The national archives (1833). Factory Act (Online) Available at:  https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/1833-factory-act/#:~:text=In%201833%20the%20Government%20passed,under%20nine%20years%20of%20age [Accessed at: 21st July 2020]
Wikipedia (2020). What year did the law change to where you had to be 18 to buy a pack of cigarettes? (Online) Available at: https:www.en.wikipedia.org › wiki › Smoking_age 2020 [Accessed 6th August 2020]


4

