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This assignment is based on the topic of body worn cameras used in evidence based policing methods. Throughout this assignment there will be discussion on criminological theories which interlink with body-worn cameras including the likes of ‘Rational Choice theory’, as well as further discussing the positive and negative effects of police officers wearing and using body worn cameras and how members of the public can respond to the knowledge of police officers wearing body-worn cameras and operating them. As well as this, there will be further evidence to support the reliability of body worn cameras and how efficient they have been and continue to be in creating a lower crime rate in comparison to other evidence-based policing methods such as CCTV surveillance systems. 
Evidence based policing is a mechanism that originated from Sherman in 1998, where he claimed that the police should acquire a more systematic approach to policing and the use of evidence-based policing is a beneficial way for officers to know what sort of policing works for different areas and what needs to be done to provide better results in others (Selby-Fell, 2022). 
There are various models used under evidence-based policing in the modern day including then likes of hot spotting systems, which requires a map for an area of crime and within statistical analysis stemming between 6 months to a year, police forces in areas come up with solutions to decrease the rates of certain crimes in certain areas if it's able to be accomplished. An example of this could be if a building is continuously being broken into and stolen from, an evidence based policing solution could include the use of a surveillance system and from this solution, the hot spotting system should either see a positive effect on that area but maybe a negative effect on a different location just outside of the hotspot radius (Anthony. A, 2019). 
A regularly used system that is used in evidence-based policing is the use of body worn cameras on police officers which records audio and video footage during scenes that take place with members of the public (CollegePolice.uk, 2022).
The use of body worn cameras originates from one of classical criminological theory ‘Rational choice theory’ where criminals, that are looking to commit a crime may be prevented from doing so if there is a significant deterrent which will make the criminal weigh up the strengths and weaknesses of committing the crime they were originally planning. ‘Rational Choice Theory’ also applies to surveillance models of evidence-based policing such as the likes of a body worn camera on a police officer which may prevent the individual from not only causing harm to police officers at the scene but also from being able to claim that they have had any sort of abuse off police officers to them (Criminology Web, 2023). 
A large majority of the time, police officers in the UK will typically have body worn cameras attached to their chest at the scene of a crime regardless of what that crime is. This can range from smaller crimes such as a vehicle all the way to responding to a domestic abuse incident. A lot of body worn camera usage goes towards stop and search incidents whether it’s stopping and searching a vehicle or individual so that if any incriminating evidence is found, the camera will provide a higher level of transparency to the search than if there was no body worn cameras (Met.Police, 2023). 
A possible weakness of body worn cameras used by officers is that they must mention to the members of the public they are dealing with, that they are recording the events taking place for their discretion. This has led to some instances where officers have been assaulted by members of the public due to them being recorded which can either be because they feel threatened or even because they enjoy the fact that a camera is directed at their behaviour. A lot of assaults on police officers wearing body cameras happen since officers do not require consent off the individual that the body camera is recording which causes conflict and possibly results in assault on officers. (Body Camera, 2023).
According to a study on body-worn cameras used by UK police officers there was a reduction in complaints made by the public towards police officers by 93% which believes that this drastic reduction is due to members of the public not being able to easily file complaints and possibly sue members of the police force as body-worn cameras are one of the most efficient ways to catch visual evidence at a scene (University of Cambridge, 2023).
Another positive of body-worn cameras being regularly used is that they are more reliable than some building surveillance systems in terms of quality footage towards facial recognition of criminals as well as the fact that if an incident happening where there is a blind spot from CCTV systems being able to witness a crime, body-worn cameras are able to be right at the point of the scene and pick up more details of the incident than CCTV are capable of (ICO.org, 2022).
Body-worn camera footage is looked at as reliable enough to be used as evidence in court or any legal proceedings but if the camera footage is not requested to be used in court, then it will be deleted within a month of the footage being taken as its not needed any further. The footage from the body camera is taken automatically and uploaded to secure servers as soon as the police officer who used the camera, sets it down to change the battery. Apart from this there is no way to delete footage from a police body camera as it’s a secure device. Members of the public can’t claim any of the police footage as it is taken on police property and processed by police staff (Met.Police, 2023).
To conclude, Body-Worn cameras overall have more strengths than weaknesses to the usage of them as they are more efficient and reliable to get video and audio footage of crimes taking place as well as they are more efficient at making sure police officers are going through the correct protocol in a respectful manner when talking to a member of the public that may be feeling anxious about the situation with the likes of searching them or their possessions. Body-worn cameras also provide extra help for prosecutions needing evidence in court against a defendant who may have committed a crime ranging from domestic abuse to anti-social behaviour on owned property. Depending on how often cameras are used, the batteries charge may be less reliable than it originally was, making it difficult for police officers to catch entire incidents play out, leading to less evidence capable of being gathered due to the evidence not being acquired. Apart from this, there is a very small number of weaknesses as with continuous advancements in technology, Body-worn cameras will continuously be upgraded and updates to provide a better overall service to the police and members of the public. 
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