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Key heritage legislation 
 

1882 - Act for the Better Protection of Ancient Monuments 

1900 Ancient Monuments Protection Act 

1908  establishment of Royal Commission for England, Wales, Ireland, Scotland 

1913 Ancient Monuments Consolidation and Amendment Act 

1932 Town and Country Planning Act 1932 (Listed Buildings s. 42) 

1947 Town and Country Planning Act and Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 

1953 Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 

1979 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 

1988 Town and Country General Development Order  (SMR s1) 

1990 Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 

1996 Treasure Act 

 

Guidance 

 

England 

Planning Policy Guidance 15: Planning and the Historic Environment (PPG15)  1994 

Planning Policy Guidance 16: Archaeology and Planning (PPG16)  1990. 

PPS5 Planning for the Historic Environment: Historic Environment Planning Practice Guide  

2010 

National Planning Policy Framework   2012 
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Scotland 

 

Scottish Planning Policy 2010 

Planning Advice Note 2/2011: Planning and Archaeology 

 

Wales 

Planning Policy Guidance 16: Archaeology and Planning (PPG16)  1990. 

Planning Policy Wales   (4 editions), 2002-2010 

Welsh Office Circular 60/96 

Welsh Office Circular 61/96 

 

 

Northern Ireland  

 

PPS6 Planning, Archaeology and the Built Heritage (1999) 

Historic Monuments and Archaeological Objects (NI) Order 1995 

Planning (NI) Order 1991 

 

 

 

 

 

Other topics 

 

Hedgerow Regulations 1997 
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Human remains 

 

Protection of Wrecks Act 1973 

 


