The Report about Reflective Writing


Module Code: BMSW4001

Module Title: Academic and Employability Skills

Name: Osman Sessay

ID: 1915720

Lecture’s Name: Anita Nan
Table of Contents
Introduction	3
What?	3
So What?	5
Now What?	6
Conclusion	8
References	9











[bookmark: _Toc49022720]Introduction

This report is made to reflect on the upcoming points: Referencing, Paraphrasing, CV Writing and Summarising applying the Driscoll’s Reflective Model established in 2007, and in formed from a experiential learning cycle using three main questions which are What? So What? Now What? This questions were utilized by a Driscoll to reveal What was the reaction to an event, what happened and the purpose of returning to this situation, So What is utilize to what did the reflective writer felt in the time of the event, what are the feeling after event and who were also involved at this time, and Now What is the mail learning that can be taken from reflecting on this particular event, where can the writer get more information to face a similar situation again and how can the writer modify the his practice in case of a similar event arises again.
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Referencing

I have learned about Referencing for the first time when I was in the class for Academic and Employability Skills in my first term of University. I was a bit confused and I could not understand why we need to reference someone else’s work in my personal report or essay. After a couple of weeks, when talking in class with my colleagues about this subject, to find out I was not the only one who was confused about referencing, most of the class did not understood the signification of referencing and especially how to do it properly, but our lecturer said it is normal to feel a bit confused and that most of the students are confused in the first couple of months, some of them are confused even after the first year. Also, the lecturer explained us, in details, that Referencing is the practice of mentioning the other people’s work, from where you took the information, details about author, the date of the publications, and when you accessed the information, in order to not plagiarize their ideas because in the University context in treated as stealing and is punished with failing the course. 





Paraphrasing 

I have learned about Paraphrasing during the first year of University, when my lecturer mentioned it in the first couple of weeks and also mentioned it will be very useful. From the beginning I was fascinated about Paraphrasing and the concept of rewording the words and how everybody is able to take an idea, rewrite it and still keep the same meaning of the original sentence. My colleagues were confused but also interested in this particular idea and the concept of rewriting the words. The key aspect of this event I meant for me a game changer, for my student life, but also for my personal life.

CV writing 
I have learned the term CV when I was young but until I hit the age of eighteen, I did not bother to understand what it means and why I would need a CV. When I turned 18 my parents told me I need to make a CV and find a job but still for me, the concept of CV was abstract. I started to learn about CV, and I made one with the help of my cousin which was already working and gone through this process. After she explained me why I need a CV, I felt upset and I could not understand how the employers are hiring just based on a piece of paper.

Summarising 

The purpose of reflecting about Summarising is that, this simply professional skill made me feel amazing during the first year of University when this concept came in my life. The skill of Summarising is one of the main ones when building a report and I knew from the beginning that I like this concept. Basically, the definition of Summarising explained by our lecturer is that after reading a text and understanding the main key points of the text, you create a brief statement of the main points.

Cover Letter

I have learned about Cover Letter in the term two of my first year of University. The Cover Letter is the reason that between obtaining a job or having your CV rejected, a cover letter is a file sent with the CV to give more information on your experience and skills. First when I heard about cover letter in the class, I understood the meaning of this document but I did not applied it for any of my job applications during that time.
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Referencing

Feeling a bit confused, I started to ask all my old friend in University about Referencing to help me to understand the concept of referencing and more important to help me practice and learn how to do it in a correct way. After I have learned how to do it, the essays became easier to do, I could finally inspire from other people’s work and not be punished for stealing someone’s work. Now, with the help of my lecturer and my older friend I finally during the first term, I can say I am relatively confident in my ability to reference and being lucky to have older friend who guide me, I learned faster then the rest of the class.

Paraphrasing 
If it is to compare what I felt that time, which it was a feeling of fascination but also combined with some confusion, now I can say I am still fascinated about Paraphrasing and I am faithful that Paraphrasing helped me a lot during University and I try to paraphrase sometimes even when I am writing to my friends because I got used to it. 
One positive thing that emerged from this event was that now, me and my classmates can enter in the work of workplace being able to write reports of thousands of words without running out of ideas. In addition, the main difference between me in the first term and me now is that I have another quite useful skill demanded in the workplace. 


CV writing 

In the beginning I felt upset about writing a piece of paper that would represent me as a person and in base I am going to be hired, but after I got into University, in term two we learned about the importance of a good CV for the employers and how this can affect our professional life. The CV stand for you mirror in from of the department of human resources along with thousands and thousands of CVs and only one which is simple but still interesting can catch the attention of this department.  




Summarising 

After I understood completely how to summarize a text, I could explain more clearly the main points, order my ideas in a way that makes sense and present it in a easier way. In comparison to others I really liked the Summarising skill, some of my classmates tried to skip this but, after a while they had problems is arrange their ideas and present them in front of the class.

Cover Letter
After the second term when we were taught how to write a Cover Letter, I felt good having this opportunity to include a good quality Cover Letter attached to my CV in order to find a better job. This impact of a Cover Letter got me so many jobs interviews until now and without a cover letter I would not get even one. The reason that I feel an advantage against the other people competing for the same job as I do is the ability to write a cover letter and to get the interview.
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Referencing

Now, after the first term in University and after my first experience with reports, gathering information from different sources and being necessary to reference the other people’s work, I can say the effects of Referencing help me to improve my skills when building a report and gave me the boost to start doing this even outside of University, writing blogs and article on my own about my experience and how I understood this topic and to help others to understand as well, me being the older friend. If I am going to face a similar situation again, probably I would do the thing slightly different, I would try to understand the topic by myself and spend extra time doing research on internet about it and then asking my friend or my lecturer in order to give me the feedback on what I understood on my own.

Paraphrasing 
Now, with the skill of Paraphrasing enriched, I gave perform much better in the next upcoming assessments during University. If I would not learn this skill, personally I think my student life it would be much harder because the internet in overloaded with ideas of someone else and I would risk doing plagiarism. What I would change regarding in a next situation where I am exposed to learn a new skill will be to focus from the beginning more to what my lecturer is saying and to pay attention from the beginning. Also, if a similar situation arises again, I will gladly do my research about it and pay attention to all the details from the class in order to learn faster.


CV writing 

Now, after the course where I learned how to build a strong CV, pointing my strengths and values I believe my chances in finding a good job increased. One thing that I would do differently it will be to change my attitude regarding new staffs which come in my life, and being able to take some time to understand the importance and the impact that can have it in my life.

Summarising 

Now, having this skill, can lead me to a career where I can make presentations in front of a crowd because I now understanding the Summarising concept I can structure my ideas and making sure that I do not lose my point and my ideas during each presentation.

Cover Letter
Now, the main effect gained from knowing how to write a good Cover Letter is the fact that I got a better job for now, I evolved and I am still using the same technique to write cover letters from time to time while I am applying to better and better jobs. So I can say the CV Writing and Cover Letter writing showed me the way to keep evolving and to raise my income with every promotion or whenever I change the jobs.

[bookmark: _Toc49022724]Conclusion

In conclusion, using the Driscoll’s Model for Reflective writing I was able to zoom out and respond to the questions presented from a objective perspective and to give myself guidance for the future actions in case of similar events that will happen to me. Also, using the Driscoll’s Model showed me where I have done mistakes in the past and make me realize that I could easily get over some of them I was more dedicated to the subjects and skills learned.
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