  MODERNISM & MODERNISMS 
Session 2: Conrad, Heart of Darkness 

Seminar discussion

1. READ THE OPENING PASSAGES AND LOOK CLOSELY AT IMAGES 

2. CONSIDER LANGUAGE AND CERTAINTY  

· Conrad relation to Marlow (‘introduction’)

· On Marlow and his mode of storytelling

· Allegorical figures of fates at Company Offices – foreboding

· Adventure and glamour 

· Ellipses and attempt to narrate dreams – Marlow as ‘voice’ in darkness

· Upriver journey – space as time, silence, Kurtz as destination

· Kurtz as ‘disembodied’ voice

· Kurtz’s ‘civilisation’ and its relation to ‘powers of darkness’

· ‘ornamentation’ around Kurtz’s hut 

· First actual appearance of Kurtz – living corpse

· Marlow on Kurtz – pursuit and confrontation

· Kurtz’s death

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Marlow’s interview with Kurtz’s Intended – memory, haunting



