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                      The Animals in War monument. 

[bookmark: _Hlk89430907]The Animals in War monument in London is a significant landmark commemorating the loss of British animal life in war. Adjacent to Hyde Park, on Park Lane, the memorial has a prominent accessible position. It is designed to be explored and touched, it’s scale communicating importance.

Alongside the overwhelming grief for the loss of human life in the wars, the stories of animal loyalty and suffering were also being told. The lived experience of soldiers who had animal companions witnessed the depth of loyalty and suffering experienced, as well as individual acts of bravery recognised by the Dickin medal, named for the founder of the People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals and awarded since the Second World War [footnoteRef:1]. 	Comment by Lester Mason: STANDS FOR? – MAKE CLEAR [1:  PDSA Dikin Medal for Gallantry.] 

The idea for a monument began back in 1994 when Prue Leith, then chair of the Royal Society of Arts, wrote a letter to the Evening Standard suggesting that something should be done about the empty plinth in Trafalgar. This sparked a public debate [footnoteRef:2] and she was inundated with suggestions to commemorate the animals lost in war. She involved the head of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, a former commanding officer in the Household Cavalry, and to author Jilly Cooper [footnoteRef:3]- who had been commissioned to write a book called War Horse by the Imperial War Museum, to accompany an exhibition [footnoteRef:4]. This group formed a committee to establish a monument for all the animals lost in war. As with many committees set up to create a war memorial, there were controversies along the way, but eight years later they had chosen David Blockhouse’s entry as the winner and had a site and the funds raised [footnoteRef:5]. 	Comment by Lester Mason: ? [2:  The Mayor of London. The Fourth Plinth past commissions. 2021.]  [3:  Baumel-Schwartz, Judith Tydor . ‘Beloved Beasts’.]  [4:  Jilly Cooper, Animals in War (London: Heinemann, 1983); republished by Corgi Books in 1984 and 2000.]  [5:  Judith Tydor Baumel-Schwartz, ‘Beloved Beasts: Reflections on the History and Impact of the British “Animals in War” Memorial’, History and Memory, 29.1 (2017), p 110.] 

Although the public support demonstrates the compassion towards animals in our society, it is an anthropocentric view of their service to us, involving our grief over their bravery and loyalty, rather than a biocentric or eco-centric view that may have resulted in different sentiments being expressed. Our society being able to consider issues beyond our basic survival is also evident in our ability to ‘afford’ this compassion towards animals and can be considered as a ‘post-materialistic’ viewpoint [footnoteRef:6]  particular to a society with a level of wealth that allows for a self-reflecting understanding of our relationship with animals around us. As Ronald Inglehart says “Post-materialist …..values have also assisted in promoting animal advocacy and environmental movements in the Western “post-materialist” regions such as Britain, as opposed to the more materialist ones, where top priority is still given to physical sustenance and safety. Thus, in discussions of validity, the recognition of the relevance of animals and their suffering is more likely to be meaningful to such post-materialist values and the audiences in those countries”.[footnoteRef:7] 	Comment by Lester Mason: this is an insightful quote and shows promise, with regards you making judgments about such memorials [6:  Ronald Inglehart, “Post-Materialism in an Environment of Insecurity,” American Political Science Review 75, no. 4 (Dec. 1981): 880–900)  ]  [7:  Ronald Inglehart, “Post-Materialism in an Environment of Insecurity,” American Political Science Review 75, no. 4 (Dec. 1981): 880–900)  ] 

Animals in war.
The contribution of animals in the First World War involved the death of 8 million horses, donkeys, and mules, with horse hospitals set up to treat typically 2,000 horses and return them to the frontline [footnoteRef:8]. So many died that the French made up mock horse corpses with a phone line and observation holes to report from the Front Line [footnoteRef:9]. Dogs, cats, and pigeons have also been recognised with the Dickin medal, their actions often saving many lives [footnoteRef:10].	Comment by Lester Mason: capital	Comment by Lester Mason: punctuation [8:  War Horse Facts. Brooke Hospital for Animals. 2021.]  [9:  Ibid.]  [10:  PDSA Our favourite PDSA Dickin Medal recipients 2019.] 

Other animals such as elephants have been used in battle throughout history [footnoteRef:11] and were enlisted from circuses to replace the horses sent to the Front, carting munitions and ploughing fields [footnoteRef:12]. [11:  Kistler, John. 2006. War Elephants. Praeger. Westport. USA.]  [12:  Tarver,N. 2013. BBC news. World War One: The circus animals that helped Britain.] 
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The monument is made of traditional material [footnoteRef:13], using Portland stone to create a 58-foot curved wall depicting a frieze in traditional style with two bronze heavily laden mules struggling towards the gap, and an unencumbered horse and dog heading away from the monument [footnoteRef:14]. 	Comment by Lester Mason: two [13:  Judith Tydor Baumel-Schwartz, ‘Beloved Beasts: Reflections on the History and Impact of the British “Animals in War” Memorial’, History and Memory, 29.1 (2017), p113.]  [14:  The Royal Parks Animals in War Memorial 2021.] 
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The inscription-
There are no individual names on the monument. The inscription within the curve of the wall reads-
This monument is dedicated to all the animals
that served and died alongside British and allied forces
in wars and campaigns throughout time
They had no choice
Through the gateway it continues-

Many
and various
animals were employed
to support British and Allied Forces
in wars and campaigns over the centuries
and as a result, millions died · From the pigeon to the
elephant they all played a vital role in every region of the world
in the cause of human freedom · Their contribution must never be forgotten
The phrase ‘they had no choice’ raised controversy immediately, as it could suggest the conscripted and civilian human casualties did have a choice. Also, the inscription implies the animals died for ‘human freedom’ in the ‘British cause’ [footnoteRef:15] which expresses the anthropocentric, nationalistic view that their sacrifice was for humans, and British ones at that. Graffiti saying ‘Islam’ was sprayed in 2013 possibly reacting to the sentiments expressed in the inscription [footnoteRef:16]. [15:  Hilda Kean. 2013. Graffiti on ‘Animals in War’ memorial Park Lane.]  [16:  Ibid.] 

Conclusion.
Although our relationship with animals in war is different to that of our loved relations, there is a need in our society to recognise the suffering inflicted by us on animals in war. Particularly the loyalty of dogs and horses, animals many of us have in our everyday lives, demonstrates our dominant relationship with these creatures, and our responsibility. The animals had no choice- and our gratitude comes from an anthropocentric view of their lives, as if they actively chose to behave and die as they did, rather than being put in situations and behaving true to themselves.
Maybe “they had no choice” also echoes the powerlessness not only of animals but also of the many soldiers who died in wars not of their choosing or control. The remorse for animals involved in our human nightmares may symbolise the futility of war more powerfully than any human memorial. This ongoing emotional reaction to the monument demonstrates how animals can bring out the best in us humans, in their ability to reflect the true devastation of human conflict.
Word count 1155.
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