Research Notes
(  (
What is Research?

You’re going to need good research skills to deal with all sorts of questions and assignments

But what is Research??

( 
Sources

There are two types of sources.

( Can anyone tell me what they are?

(Primary

original ‘records’

created at the time

( Secondary

based on primary sources 

after the event

( Telling the difference is sometimes tricky

The distinction between primary and secondary sources is not always clear. 

You cannot always determine if a record is primary or secondary just by its source. 

It is more how a source is used, rather than its type, which determines to which category it belongs. 

Example

An interview in NME Magazine with The Killers would be a primary source, but a review in NME Magazine of The Killers latest album would be a secondary source. 

Examples

( Primary

Autobiographies

Correspondence

Descriptions of travel diaries

Literary works

Interviews

Personal narratives

Paintings and photographs 

Secondary

Biographies

Prior books / papers

Literary criticism

Reviews of law and legislation

Essays on morals and ethics

Study and teaching material 

Finding Information

( Two Main areas for your reports

Books & Journals 

The Internet 

Books & Journals

( Be sure what you want
Be really sure that you understand the question you’re answering. 

If you find it difficult to explain it to someone else, then go back to your tutor and check your understanding. 

You have a better chance of good grades if you feel confident that you understand what’s expected of you.

( Don’t judge a book by its cover
If the title of the book doesn’t appear to relate exactly to a question, students often think that the book isn’t relevant.

If you’re feeling stressed, this is understandable – 

you want good sources, quickly. 

The tip here is to look through the index — 

a small amount of information can be as useful as a large amount.

( Recommendations
Check whether your tutor is able to recommend particular journals. 

Check whether there is a reading list for the subject you’re dealing with.

Ask peers what books they have used. They don’t have to tell you page numbers or paragraphs, but a title is a good start

( Getting lost
Even if you’ve been shown how to use the catalogue, it’s easy to forget. 

Ask for advice and help — it feels good when you know how. 

( Keeping Track
Students don’t always note down the details of the books or journals that they’ve used then find it hard to write the bibliography.

Not having enough information to complete a bibliography is so frustrating. You've finished all the hard work but cant finish a simple list of books you've used.

Develop a routine of writing down the author, title, place of publication, publisher, date of publication and page numbers for articles from magazines, newspapers, encyclopaedias or in anthologies. 

That way you’ll build a thorough bibliography as you go along.
The Internet

( Most students start their research by using the Internet

This is understandable — 

it gives you the feeling that you’re in control, for a bit, anyway. 

The tip here is to realise that basic information can often be quicker and easier to find in a book and encyclopaedia. 

( Sense of Purpose

students sometimes think they are using the Internet for an hour for assignment research, when what actually happens is this: 

· 10 minutes spent on research - with lots printed out! 

· 20 minutes on checking and sending e-mails 

· 20 minutes on general sites — shopping/music/cars/soaps/phones/films 

· 10 minutes on research — with more printing 

This is probably part of your working or learning style, but it is not effective as a research strategy. 

You need a sense of purpose, 

so how about analysing your research topic, 

then making a list of 4 or 5 questions you want answers to? 

Keep your searching focused and ask for help if you get stuck. 

( Don’t believe everything

some students believe everything they read on screen. 


The web address (URL) gives clues about the information. 

( Nothing there or Too much
students give up easily, claiming ’there wasn’t anything there’. 

There nearly always is something to be found, but you need smart searching tactics to find it. 

Use “”, AND, OR, &, -, +

Try using quotes, AND, OR, &, + or – to target your results

Your aim must be to get the most relevant pages to the top of the results list. 

Ask others what works for them, and look on the Internet for a guide to using search engines. 

Think about the scale of the task — one search engine currently has 3 billions articles to search. 

Too much

students feel overwhelmed by the amount of information.

Information overload is a problem. 

Write out a list of questions you want to find answers to, and reject information that doesn’t help answer them. 

If you’re new to research, select the best two or three sources and forget the rest. 

You can always come back for more.

Be Critical

Once you have found your research, what are you going to do with it?

( Questioning

Question any claims that have been made

Is this actually true, is this actually the case, does Jenkins know what he is talking about

( Scrutinising

Scrutinising claims

are the facts correct; 

is the logic correct, 

are data correctly interpreted; 

are opinions being offered as fact, 

is there intentional or unintentional bias?

( Respecting others

Respecting others: 

scepticism is acceptable, sarcasm is not; 

we challenge people’s ideas, 

we don’t challenge their worth as people

( Being open minded

Being open minded – 

willingness to be convinced, 

not peddling our own agenda, 

not trying to show that we are right and they are wrong 

or we are clever, they are stupid

( Being constructive
Being constructive: 

challenging ourselves to improve the quality of our work.
Objective or Subjective
Objective or Subjective statements or research

( Also known as:

Positive / Normative

Empirical statements / Value judgements
Facts / Opinions
Objective states something IS something

Subjective states a personal opinion towards something
Objective or Subjective

( OBJECTIVE

( ‘This table is hard’


( ‘Who were the Beatles and what did they do?’

( ‘Hitler was a dictator’

( Is there life on other planets?

SUBJECTIVE

‘This table is beautiful’

‘Were the Beatles better than the Stones?’

‘Hitler was good/evil’

Are humans more important than animals?

( Objective or Subjective

Countries with higher levels of spending on education have less unemployment.
( Its objective as it can be proven by facts and figures

( Governments ought to spend more on education and less of the military

( Its Subjective as it is someone's opinion.

'Governments ought to' do something.
( Ireland’s standard of living is now higher than the UK’s due to improved education

( Its Subjective as it is based on someone's opinion that the improvement was only because of improved education. Standard of living is based on more then
( Countries with more graduates have higher rates of economic growth

( Its Objective as it is basing two measurable records against each other, how many graduates a county has against the rate of economic growth. Both can be measured.
Understanding

( Re-read your question
Go back to your research question and ask yourself what it means 

( Expectations
Make sure you know how much you’re expected to write 

( Key words 

Underline the key words 

( Make notes

Write down what information you need 

( Planning

Plan your essay or report — 

the structures are different for each, so take advice if you’re unsure 

( Word count

Work out how many words you can write on each point 

( Look for answers

As you read, look for answers to your questions 

( Summarise your reading
Tell yourself the main points or ideas of what you’ve just read 

Understanding

( Mind map (Brain storming)

Link ideas using a mind map 

( Reject information

Reject information that is far too detailed for your purpose 

( Some bits don’t fit in

Start realising that some bits don’t fit in — you can discard them 

( The easy bits

Start writing to your plan — start with whatever seems easiest and keep going without worrying about style. It’s a good idea to start by stating things clearly and simply in short sentences 

( First draft

Work on your first draft — each time you work on your draft it will get better 

( Bibliography 

Remember to write out your bibliography 

( Better and better

Enjoy improving your work! 

( Proof Reading

Ask someone to read what you’ve written and give you feedback
Recap

So what have we learnt?

What is Research?

Types of Sources


Primary and Secondary

Where to get information


Internet, Books and Journals

Objective or Subjective statements


Distinguish between Facts and Opinions

Understanding your findings


What to do with your research and how to sort through it

