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Assignment one

Compare and contrast the treatment of one astrological planet, star, zodiac sign or constellation in at least three primary source documents. 

Saturn; notoriously known as a cutting and restrictive force upon our lives at an inner and outer level. Saturn; also known, mythologically, for mutilating his father genitals symbolising how time becomes finite and conditioned. ¹ This essay will look at three astrologers’ perception, taken from different historical eras, of the Saturn’s effects and how their interpretations shed light onto these characteristics which we find so demisingly within our lives.  Firstly, it will also look at how each astrologer views the heavens with its beginnings and its interaction with the earth. It will then review how each astrologer perceives the qualities of Saturn, how they interpret it and how they understand its affect upon us. The first astrologer to be looked at whose interpretation has stretched throughout the millennia, even until today influences greatly key foundational views of how Astrology affects us is Claudius Ptolemy (100-178 A.D.). The second astrologer from the twentieth and twenty first century with strong Jungian psychological influence is Liz Green (1946 - ).  The third is an astrologer of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century who has brought an awareness of our spiritual development from astrology, is Alan Leo (1860-1917).   

Believed to be of Greek origin little is known about Ptolemy apart from his major work the Almagest which is recorded from 127-151 A.D. Ptolemy’s astronomical works are noted that he used the latitudes of the Egyptian city of Alexandria.  Ptolemy’s astronomical and geographical works as well as his planetary hypotheses have been used as a standard foundational reference as far as until the sixteenth and seventeenth century. 2 Ptolemy’s view of the heavens was that from within it certain powers are emanated by means of an eternal ethereal substance which permeates down to the earthly regions. These ethereal spheres have ten realms containing the planets in consecutive order.3 As Saturn is found in the remotest sphere from the earth it lends as to why it has received excessive nature of being cold favouring in no way heat. When the sun moves through the signs where Saturn is located the winter seasons are produced.  Configured in opposition to the luminaries it portends towards any production of good in an uncooperative manner. Ptolemy further adds that Saturn is the opposite of nutritive and prolific producing heat and moisture such as received by beneficial planets (Venus and Jupiter). Hence Ptolemy assigns Saturn to have a malefic nature.4
Elizabeth Leigh Greene born in Englewood New Jersey U.S.A. on 4.9.1946 has based her astrology from her psychological studies at the Carl Gustav Jung institute in Zürich Switzerland. Green’s (1976) portrayal of the universe is that it is within the human collective psyche containing the entire human condition. 5 This universe has the treasures of human experiences conveyed in the forms of myths, fairy tales, legends and magic rituals which are again and again repeated in fundamental patterns (archetypes) from our unconscious by means of art forms, dreams and symbols which are synchronised into our daily lives. Greene (1977) posits that the planets have an emanation which is an aspect of the archetype’s spectrum. 6 The moment of the positions of the planets reflect the quality of that moment. It is not the cause of anything. It is simply a mirroring of each other and they are synchronous to each other.  Greene argues that we possess a mechanism within us enabling us to look into the psyche termed projection. Responses to difficulties within our lives are projected onto outer circumstances. Greene (1976) claims that this phenomenon is a Saturnian characteristic and our response is to attack or overcome that from where we believe the disagreeable experience is coming from. This projection has a high charge attached to it which points to an unrecognised dark side within us. The universe has a planetary self-regulating system which is also reflected within the human psyche. Greene states that this compensatory law is a characteristic of Saturn which is found in nature as well as in our psyche. 7 
William Frederick Allan known as Alan Leo was born in Westminster U.K.7.8.1860 and died 30.8.1917.  Alan Leo began to orientate Astrology towards having a psychological outlook as well as spiritual. Leo (1913) believed that Astrology can help us understand the inner laws of nature more clearly. Leo argued that all things in existence have two sides to them a material and a spiritual. Leo viewed the universe as being created from a supreme cause coming out of an unknowable suchness which is the rootless root from where all things have arisen. Leo posited that there is only one supreme consciousness and that each planet shares a sphere which shows a similarity to Ptolemy’s view. Like Ptolemy above these planetary spheres is a supreme consciousness however each planet influences from their spheres in varying grades of consciousness from low to high. Leo perceives the planets as great spirits and ray out great light from their own regions within the universe which are incorporated in the human astral body.8 Leo posits that Saturn’s glyph contains clues about its characteristics. The cross above the half circle indicates the nature of Saturn which is to crystallise all the conditions it is found in. The half circle below represents the soul, the mind, understanding and thought. Hence the half circle under the cross denotes the Saturn’s crystallising, cold nature holds the soul under its heaviness.8 This causes limitations and the soul develops qualities to become selfish, reserved, contemplative, reflective, cautious and frugal. 

Ptolemy’s Saturn in having the quality or extreme coldness indicates that when it is in the position of being the sole ruler it produces an atmosphere in his words which is chilly, frosty, unwholesome, turbid and gloomy.   In nature clouds are presented, copious and destructive storms occur tempests will be frequent and life sustaining forces will be cut off by blight, floods, rain and hail only to cause extensive losses. 9 Ptolemy considers Saturn’s position to other planets to be adverse, confrontational and unfavourable. However less adverse effects are shown if Saturn is placed with other beneficiaries who are supported by the luminaries’ effects can be sparing or reduced.10 For Ptolemy the factor of excessive coldness is the supporter of evil as its natural consequence is destructive and noxious to all matter causing things to decay and disintegrate. Nowhere in Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos are there any redeeming qualities of Saturn. The consequences of Saturn are of inopportune outcomes in whatever sector of life pertaining to afflictions, misdealings and restrictions.  Nevertheless, Saturn can when it is in certain sequence or at angles to the beneficiaries sustain a certain stability in the native’s life acquirements in a reserved and unpretentious manner, thereby gaining for them respect and an eminent position in society. 11
For Greene (1976) however Saturn’s traditional qualities are still present but these influences can be seen as opportunities. The life frustrations that Saturn produces are not final and they should act as incentives to further explore one’s plight.12 Greene points out that Saturn like all the other planets has an energy which is neither good nor evil. The planets represent psychological functions and the expressions of their energies, depending on the frame of reference of the individual, can yield results to be either constructive of destructive.  Saturn’s aspects in the natal chart serve a purpose. It shapes the psyche of the individual to become, in terms of Jungian psychology individuated and whole.  Any contact with Saturn by aspect with other planets provides opportunities for individuals towards greater integration of the many aspects within the psyche. However Greene still views Saturn as not being easy to deal with. In order for growth and integration the individual still has to go through the traditional Saturnian qualities of painful and frustrating tribulation in order to acquire the impetus to get out of their miserable situation. The position of Saturn in the birth chart is still be seen as an affliction and a heavy cross to bear which manifests as dooming, limiting and painful losses for the individual. The aspects from Saturn to other planets in particular the squares externalises Saturn’s influence causing the individual to perceive that it is the outer events that are the guilty causes of their demise. Greene argues that if the individual tries to rid as quickly as possible Saturn’s unpleasantness it will return even more quickly with a vengeance.  Here the malefic qualities from the older textbooks still echo down the ages but as Green argues this attitude has to be replaced by a more modern, mature view so that the individual can use these experiences of pain, restriction and discipline as a means for greater consciousness and fulfilment.13 
Leo (1913) perceives Saturn as the planet which stands on the narrow bridge between the personal planets the Sun, Mercury and Venus which he considers as controlling the personality and the higher consciousness represented by the Moon, Mars and Jupiter which are part of the process of becoming conscious. Green would see here Saturn as the Guardian of the Threshold, the Lord of Karma being the substance within the personality which attracts circumstances in the outer world according to the inner quality of the individual. Leo refers to this position of Saturn as a process taking place spiritually within us which refines through restrictions and purifies through sorrow and pain. Leo associates Saturn with Karma and fate. He explains how we need to experience the grievances Saturn brings as a power that allows us, due to its reflective and contemplative nature, to ponder upon the consequences of our past thoughts and deeds.  Through endurance and self-control no-one can pass Saturn’s trials and tribulations without developing love and purity as a part of Saturn’s true ideals. Leo posits Saturn in the spiritual world stimulates thoughts and next step we need to practice is observation, not just to perceive things but one should start to meditate and ponder upon things. Saturn can help us to develop a constant mind and Saturn’s processes produces earnest and contemplative qualities in the soul. This brings the half circle in Saturn’s glyph to turn around allowing the soul to rise above the physicalities. The principle of Saturn’s will power still has a limiting action and a concrete form of will. Human beings are bound to their causal body as their will helped by Saturn allows them to stay separate from remaining within the bounds of their limited personality. 14   

Each astrologer portrays Saturn’s qualities as having a limiting and restricting nature providing painful and destructive experiences. Ptolemy’s view, which have remained a strong tradition, are that whatever the aspects of Saturn are to the other planets it will deliver to the individual a life of restricted external circumstances such as in their social rank, family situation, travel, health and even in the quality of their death. Greene and Leo however extend Saturn as having inner qualities that are to be developed within our psyches as well as within us spiritually. No longer do they wish to view Saturn as entirely signifying destruction and constrictions. They want to present a Saturn that can help develop strength within the individual in order to evolve to a higher consciousness. For Greene Saturn teaches us to discern the differences between external values the ones we acquire from others and to find the inner values which are to be discovered within ourselves.  Leo argues that we need to learn to perceive Saturn’s higher influences it can provide. Unless we can do this we will always experience Saturn to have a low and malefic influence upon us. Leo further states that Saturn’s true purpose is to be the individualiser standing on the narrow bridge between higher and lower consciousness and when its full qualities can be expressed the Causal body no longer confines the individual. Tradition through the ages has shown an inimical Saturn but modern astrology is now providing a Saturn to have transforming potentials. Both Greene and Leo concur that Saturn plays a vital role towards individualisation .15 (Word Count 2000) 
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