Timeline


THE BIRTH OF ALEXANDER
356 BC
Alexander the Great was born on the 20th of July in 356 BC in the kingdom of Macedonia.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Biography.com] 

He is, to this day, considered to be one of, if not the greatest and best military geniuses ever to live.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:   History of Macedonia.org] 




THE BATTLE OF CHAIRONEA
338 BC
The way in which history would further plan out showed that the battle of Chaironea, taking place in 338 BC, in which Philip of Macedon alongside his allies were able to defeat a coalition of a number of other Greek states which seems to have been a significant turning point in Greek history.[footnoteRef:3] [3: Perseus] 




THE MARRIAGE OF PHILIP AND CLEOPATRA
337 BC
At the feast at the wedding of Philip and Cleopatra, Attalus- the uncle of the bride, insulted Alexander by implying something which may have likely been true, that the marriage between the two was intended only to give a legitimate heir. One that would be fully Macedonian.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  JSTOR ] 




THE DEATH OF PHILIP
336 BC
Philip took part in a procession in the year 336 in July, in Aegae. Whilst here at the procession, Pausanias, one of Philip’s own body guards, assassinated him.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Biography.com] 













SACK OF THEBES
335 BC

Alexander’s main reason for allowing the sacking of Thebes was in order to frighten the other Greeks into submitting to him, this was however a terrible example.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Worthington, I. (2014). 
] 


He made the decision to split his forces into three parts each, ordering an attack on the palisades by one part, one part to the Theban battle line and used the third part of his forces as a backup in case there was any need to support any of his forces that were in need of them entering battle for support.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Livius] 





BATTLE OF GRANICUS
334 BC
The battle of Granicus was the first battle to take place between the Persian army and Alexander the Great’s army.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Scalar.usc.edu] 

 


BATTLE OF ISSUS
333 BC
The battle of Issus follows the battle of Granicus as Alexander the Great’s second battle against the Persians.[footnoteRef:9] The Macedonians wanted revenge on the Persians for the campaign against Greece which had caused so much destruction and had taken place roughly 150 years beforehand. Alexander used this campaign in his conquest, although unofficially.[footnoteRef:10] [9:   Scalar.usc.edu]  [10:  Alexandermosaik.com] 




VISIT TO THE SHRINE OF AMMON
332 BC
In 332 BC, Alexander visited Siwah where he visited an oasis- somewhere in the Libyan desert. He there consulted the oracle of Ammon. However, nobody knows the exact words exchanged between the god and Alexander but it is well known that Alexander from here on began to think of himself as the son of Ammon.[footnoteRef:11] According the Plutarch, a Siwan high priest greeted Alexander and used the words ‘O, paidon’ translating to ‘O, my son’ but instead accidentally mispronounced the Greek, the words then translating to ‘Oh, son of god’ which Alexander was more than happy with.[footnoteRef:12] [11:   Livius]  [12:   Arabworldbooks.com] 





THE BATTLE OF GAUGAMELA
331 BC
The Battle took place in 331 BC in early October when Alexander the Great conquered a Persian army at Gaugamela, an army commanded by Darius III.[footnoteRef:13] The Greeks were the first side to engage in the battle by marching to the central line of the Persians using the Phalanx.[footnoteRef:14] [13: Livius]  [14:   The finer times.com
] 


SACK OF PERSEPOLIS
330 BC
Persepolis was the wealthiest city and was filled with a significant number of riches. The Macedonians brutally killed men and destroyed houses full of precious objects.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Livius] 

 


BATTLE WITH PORUS
326 BC
Alexander believed that Porus would submit in fear at the very sound of his name, however, Porus was not willing to submit to him and decided instead to invade his kingdom.[footnoteRef:16] The majority of the Indian cavalry were murdered and a few men were able to flee the battle. Once his entire army was destroyed and he was badly wounded, Porus surrendered. His reply to Alexander asking how he would like to be treated is famous, “as a king”.[footnoteRef:17] [16:   Joglekar, J. (1970).]  [17:  Livius] 


 

MUTINY AT OPIS
324 BC
Many sources have concluded that the mutiny at Opis was down to Alexander announcing that he would discharge the old, weak and disabled soldiers from his army. They are also under the impression that rebellious troops demanded that they also be sent home.[footnoteRef:18] The outcome of the confrontation was in fact the complete polar opposite of the trouble, the army failed and Alexander succeeded.[footnoteRef:19] [18:   Roisman, Joseph. (2010).)]  [19:  Carney, E. (1996).)] 


 



DEATH OF ALEXANDER
323 BC
Alexander shed a tear whilst the soldiers were weeping but did not show any sorrow. He met his death undaunted.[footnoteRef:20] Alexander was helpless and nothing could have saved his life, when he knew that he was going to die, he took his ring off and gave it to Perdiccas. He was asked ‘to whom do you leave the kingdom?’ and Alexander’s reply, his last words, was ‘To the strongest.’[footnoteRef:21] [20:  Smith, A. (n.d.). .]  [21:  Penelope.uchicago.edu. (n.d.).
] 



BABYLONIAN SETTLEMENT
323 BC
Generals met after Alexander’s death to discuss who would become the new king. Arridaeus- the king’s brother- was the obvious candidate but was illegitimate and considered mentally unfit to rule after Alexander. This made it even more difficult.[footnoteRef:22] The issue of this almost caused a civil war to break out. Perdiccas wanted to wait for Roxane to give birth and if he was a son to declare him king, Perdiccas would be the regent.[footnoteRef:23] [22:  Livius]  [23:   History of war.org] 





LAMIAN WAR
323 BC
The Lamian war was fought after Alexander’s death by Macedon under the rule of Antipater against the Greek coalition led by Athens and Aetolia. The name Lamia was taken from Thessaly. The war ended when the Greeks defeated the Macedonians.[footnoteRef:24] The causes of the war were Alexander’s decree on the exiles and the hope that the hegemony of the Macedonians over Hellas could be undone.[footnoteRef:25] [24:  Classics.oxfordre.com]  [25:  Referenceworks] 


 

PERDICCAS’ INVASION OF EGYPT
321 BC
Perdiccas was a Macedonian general serving under Alexander. He was a very prominent figure following the death of the king but was killed during his failed invasion of Egypt helping to ensure the collapse of Alexander’s empire.[footnoteRef:26] Perdiccas became custodian of the treasury. He planned to reunite the empire, however, this did not work.[footnoteRef:27] [26:  History of war.org]  [27:   Ancient.eu] 







TRIPARADEISOS
320 BC
The Diadochoi gathered at Triparadeisos to sort out the administration of the Macedonian Empire. A new official had to be appointed after the murder of Perdiccas.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Online library] 




DEATH OF ANTIPATER
319 BC
Antipater had appointed Polyperchon a general and made Cassander a chiliarch before his death.[footnoteRef:29] [29:   Attalus.org. (n.d.). 
] 

He also appointed Polyperchon guardian of the kings whilst on his death bed.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Livius.org. (n.d.). .] 




DEATH OF EUMENES
316 BC
Antigonus gave orders that Eumenes should have no food and therefore began reaching his end in two or three days. Only then did Antigonus send an executioner.[footnoteRef:31] The people who hated Eumenes and the ones who were friends gathered to watch, whether pleased to watch him die or console him.[footnoteRef:32] [31:  Attalus.org. (n.d.). .]  [32:  Tertullian.org. (n.d.). .] 




BATTLE OF GAZA
312 BC
The forces involved in the battle of Gaza were relatively small and easy to control.[footnoteRef:33] It was the third war of the Diadochi between Ptolemy and Demetrius. Ptolemy launched an invasion of Syria.[footnoteRef:34] [33: http://journals.co.za]  [34:   Enacademic.com] 










DEATH OF RHOXANE AND ALEXANDER IV
310 BC
Cassander told Glaucias to murder Roxane and the king and conceal their bodies.[footnoteRef:35] He bribed some royal attendants then killed Olympias, Roxane and her son Alexander, the heir to the kingdom.[footnoteRef:36] [35:  Penelope.uchicago.edu. (n.d.). .]  [36:  Smith, A. (n.d.). .] 




ANTIGONUS AND DEMETRIUS DECLARED KING
306 BC
Ptolemy gave up fighting in Cyprus, returning to Egypt, when Antigonus heard of the victory, he assumed the diadem and used the title of king, allowing Demetrius to use this title also.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  Penelope.uchicago.edu. (n.d.). 
] 




BATTLE OF IPSUS
301 BC
Antigonus had an army of over 70,000 ft, 10,000 horses and 7 elephants.[footnoteRef:38] It could be considered the definitive battle of the wars of the Diodachi, resulting in the death of Antigonus.[footnoteRef:39] [38:  Attalus ]  [39:  Forums.totalwar.org. (n.d.). .] 




DEMETRIUS DECLARED KING
294 BC
Alexander and Demetrius held mutual distrust and began to plot against each other, Demetrius slew the prince first and became king of Macedonia.[footnoteRef:40] Demetrius simply said ‘kill the man that follows me’ and so his men killed Alexander and his men.[footnoteRef:41] [40:  Penelope.uchicago.edu. (n.d.). .]  [41:   Demetrius ] 




GALATIAN INVASION
297 BC
Civil war broke out after the death of Alexander between his generals. The Galatians then invaded Greece.[footnoteRef:42]  The hordes of Bolgios and Kerethrios were the vanguards of the Gauls because shortly after the Gallic army appeared and then invaded Macedonia through[footnoteRef:43] [42:  Livius]  [43:  Wordpress.com] 



ACCESSION OF PTOLEMY II
283 BC
The man, aged twenty five, who became the King of Egypt. He is knows as Ptolemy ‘Philadelphus’.[footnoteRef:44] [44:  Penelope] 




SECOND SYRIAN WAR
260 BC
Began as an attempt by Anticohus II to regain lands that had been lost.[footnoteRef:45] [45:  http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/wars_syrian_2nd.html] 





BACTRIAN INDEPENDENCE 
250 BC
Almost immediately after Alexander built Alexandria Eschate, the Sogdians revolted.[footnoteRef:46] After his death, Bactria was a part of the Seleucid Empire. The fights and attacks against Ptolemy II gave Bactria the opportunity to declare independence and conquer Sogdiana.[footnoteRef:47] [46:  Livius]  [47:   https://www.ancient.eu/Bactria/] 



PARTHIAN INDEPENDENCE 
247 BC
The Parthians became so strong they were able to wage war even against the Romans[footnoteRef:48] although they declared their independence, it did not guarantee it- the Parthians expected a war which would definitely be coming.[footnoteRef:49] [48:  Diodorus]  [49:  www.planoftime.com] 





THIRD SYRIAN WAR
246 BC
The King devoted his attention the preparing for a war against Ptolemy. He summoned a council to advise the invasion of Syria.[footnoteRef:50] Ptolemy avenged Theos by killing Laodice. He invaded Syria as far as Babylon.[footnoteRef:51] [50:  Polybius]  [51:  Livius] 




END OF PARTHIAN EMPIRE
222 BC
The Parthian empire began small but grew massively and controlled most of Persia after defeating the Seleucids.[footnoteRef:52] After the fall of the Achaemenid Empire, Parthia began to be goverened by the Seleucid Kings, bringing about ultimately the end of the Parthian Empire.[footnoteRef:53] [52:  factsanddetails.com]  [53:  www.iranchamber.com/history] 








SECOND ILLYRIAN WAR
219 BC
The Senate began to secure their position is Illyria, predicting a serious war.[footnoteRef:54] Demetrius set off on an expedition to detach Atintani from Rome.[footnoteRef:55]  [54:  Polybius]  [55:  Livius] 




BATTLE OF CYNOCEPHALAE
197 BC
The Romans wished to conquer the Macedonians and their powerful reputation whereas the Macedonians considered the Romans superior to the Persians and wanted to prove Philip a better commander than Alexander.[footnoteRef:56] Phillipus’ terms were rejected by the senate and prevailed on Nabis to join him in prosecuting the war.[footnoteRef:57] [56:  Plutarch]  [57:  Attalus] 




FLAMINIUS DECLARATION AT ISTHMIAN GAMES
196 BC
Flaminius, at the Isthmian games declared that ‘the following peoples free, without garrison, or tribute, in full enjoyment of the laws of their respective countries’, giving a list of names to follow.[footnoteRef:58] The ten commissioners sent with Falminius to aid in the Greek settlement arrived and brought with them a senatus consultum which was to declare that Greeks in Asia and Europe should be set free.[footnoteRef:59] [58: Perseus]  [59:  JSTOR] 



TREATY OF APAMEIA
188 BC
When they reached Apameia and met Eumenes and the ten legates, the council discussed the situation. It was decided to ratify the treat with Antiochus.[footnoteRef:60] The terms offered by Scipio were accepted.[footnoteRef:61] [60:  Polybius]  [61:  Livius] 




BATTLE OF PYDNA
168 BC
The battle’s name came from Pydna due to it being fought on the plain before Pydna.[footnoteRef:62] The Romans and the Macedonians were forced into and unpremeditated battle, putting an end to the war.[footnoteRef:63] [62:  JSTOR]  [63:  Diodorus] 





ANTIOCHUS IV’S SECOND INVASION OF EGYPT
168 BC
Antiochus asserted that his military preparations were not related to the thought of taking the throne of Egypt, that he wished to assist Ptolemy in securing the position.[footnoteRef:64] Antiochus told his men to taken the Egyptians alive.[footnoteRef:65]  [64: Diodorus]  [65:  Diodorus] 




MACCABEAN REVOLT
167-160 BC
The Maccabean Revolt was a time of injustice and persecution. The Seleucid empire stretched through Syria and onto Jerusalem.[footnoteRef:66] Antiochus sent some officers to Modein to force those living there to sacrifice to the pagan gods.[footnoteRef:67] [66:  Sbl-site.org]  [67:   Zianet.com] 



DEATH OF EUCRATIDES
155 BC
Eucratides was one of the most powerful Greco-Bactrian kings.[footnoteRef:68] He was besieged by Demetrius but escaped accordingly and reduced India under his power. On the march home, he was killed by his own son.[footnoteRef:69] [68:  iranicaonline.org]  [69:  Attalus] 



SACK OF CORINTH
146 BC
The ruin of Carthage was followed by the destruction of Corinth.[footnoteRef:70] The Greeks were extremely distressed and this and lamented publicly, showing no signs of hostility to those favouring the Roman cause.[footnoteRef:71] [70:  Epitome]  [71:   Cassius Dio] 




C.GRACCHUS PASSES A LAW TO PROHIBIT THE EXECUTION OF ROMAN CITIZENS WITHOUT A TRIAL
123 BC
Seventeen tribes voted against the law, but a number of others approved and the majority voted in favour. [footnoteRef:72] The Porican law meant the protection of the freedom of citizens[footnoteRef:73]  [72:  Attalus]  [73:  Perseus] 









THE BIRTH OF JULIUS CAESAR 
100 BC
His father was also named Julius Caesar, a Praetor governing the province of Asia. His mother was a noble woman, Aurelia Cotta.[footnoteRef:74] He was born before the common era and came into Rome at a tumultuous time for the Roman republic.[footnoteRef:75] [74:  Mark, (n.d)]  [75:  Study.com (n.d)] 



THE TEMPLE AT DELPHI IS DAMAGED BY FIRE DURING A RAID
84 BC
Dardani invaded Macedonia and Greece and destroyed many temples, including Delphi, losing many men in the process.[footnoteRef:76] The raid also resulted in the damaging of the Temple of Apollo.[footnoteRef:77] [76:  Livius ]  [77:  Scott, M (2015)] 






DEATH OF MITHRADATES
63 BC
Mithradates tried to kill himself with poison and by sword but seemed unable to kill himself.[footnoteRef:78] He succeeded at a later time after being defeated in battle and fleeing to take his own life, he eventually fell upon his own sword.[footnoteRef:79] [78:  Cassius Dio]  [79:  Perseus] 







BATTLE OF ACTIUM
31 BC
The battle was fought in September when the winds would favour Antony’s breakout plan. When he eventually fled, Octavian defeated his navy.[footnoteRef:80] [80:  Livius] 
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