Working with GPS Data
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Sometimes when we receive data from a GPS the coordinate system I need the reference of the coordinates generally fills one cell only on a spreadsheet. you notice we have a situation:
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Therefore all the data is captured in one cell on a spreadsheet. This also gives us only one heading on the spreadsheet IE coordinate data. We need to be able to access the longitude and latitude as separate items.
There are lots of fancy ways of achieving our end goal lots of help online some fancy scripting which will run through all of your coordinate data and could be helpful if you have lots of coordinate data. For our purposes if we have a more controlled spreadsheet environment, we can do this quite simply by hand and it doesn't take too long.




On your excel spreadsheet insert a column on the right hand side of your original coordinate data
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Highlight your data excluding the heading for example you may have GPS coordinates above exclude that heading.

Once highlighted click on data and then at the far right text to columns, basically what we're doing is splitting what the spreadsheet recognises as a text field because of the comma in the middle of the data into two separate data items all X and why fields X being longitude this will probably be your second column the negative values and Y latitude to be your first column normally containing 51.xxx etc.
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You will now have several popup windows follow the images below: 
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Click finish you should now have two separate columns. Once you have the two separate columns you know have to give them appropriate headings i.e longitude and latitude.
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