Evaluate how community policing and community engagement can help to prevent terrorism and support counterterrorism policing.


This support paper will discuss what community engagement is, how community engagement can prevent terrorism and how it supports counterterrorism. It will briefly cover what community policing is and how the police prevent terrorism. 

Community engagement aims to involve the community more effectively to produce sustainable long-term results, relationships, procedures, dialogue, decision-making, or execution (Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences, 2021).  Whether they are interest groups, citizen groups, or stakeholders, groups of individuals are defined broadly by the term "community." A community can be defined as a physical place (community of place), a group of people with similar interests, or an association or identity (business, sports team, etc.) (Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences, 2021). 

Community engagement helps to prevent terrorism: it keeps people from becoming involved in terrorism and makes sure they receive the help and guidance they need (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). Moving forward, the plan is to expand upon the efficacious multi-agency "Channel" initiative, which detects and offers assistance to those who may be susceptible to radicalization (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). Through the home office initiative known as Prevent, the police collaborate with other organisations to shield vulnerable individuals from being taken advantage of by extremists (South Wales, 2024). The prevention officers' job is to assist those who are at risk of radicalisation in distancing themselves from extremism, working alongside partners such as schools and physicians (South Wales, 2024). South Wales, 2024 reports that if an individual is concerned that someone close to them is expressing extreme opinions or hatred that could cause them to hurt themselves or others, it can be difficult to know what to do. In the year concluding March 31, 2022, there were 6,406 referrals to Prevent, whereas year ending March 2021 there was a 30% increase to 4,915. The related effects of removing the public health measures that were in place to stop the spread of Coronavirus are probably what caused this increase (Home Office, 2023). Additionally, inspectors are observing "many positive aspects" in the way troops shield vulnerable adults and children from extremist content and radicalises and forces are "meeting their obligations under the Prevent duty." (National Police Chiefs’ Council, 2020). The report acknowledged that "policies and effective processes designed to protect people from being radicalised were in place" and applauded the creativity with which police use computer systems and hate-crime data to better protect communities from extremists (National Police Chiefs’ Council, 2020).

By preventing, discouraging, and looking into terrorist activity, UK police forces collaborate with the country's intelligence community to provide counterterrorism policing, which aims to safeguard public safety and national security (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). Community engagement supports counterterrorism by having goals: the goal of police work has always been to keep vulnerable individuals out of the criminal system. Police play a crucial role in the government-led, multi-agency Prevent initiative, which tries to prevent people from becoming terrorists (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). Furthermore, the police collaborate with community organisations and local government partners to identify answers and support those who are vulnerable. 2017 saw the formation of the Counter Terrorism Advisory Network (CTAN), a nationwide forum for stakeholder engagement by Counter Terrorism Policing (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024). Its membership includes academics and researchers, survivors of terrorism, a range of religious leaders, and people who reach out to others through community organisations and groups. It is independently chaired. All these groups are separate from the police (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2024).  The research involved in CTAN examines the evolution of community participation under the UK's CONTEST strategy, which aims to combat international terrorism that is inspired by and linked to Al-Qaeda. It primarily focuses on the "Prevent" strand of the approach, which aims to decrease implicit support for violence, stop radicalization towards violence, and strengthen communities' ability to combat extremist messaging and radicalization on their own (Briggs, 2010). The term "radicalization" is frequently employed to depict the psychological progression that an individual experiences when they are lured towards a hazardous course. A person is exhibiting radical attitudes in favour of radical ideologies or beliefs, terrorist organisations, and acts if they are on the verge of getting radicalised (Maarten, 2021).

Multi-agencies are used within community policing when specialists from several agencies work together to accomplish a common goal - this is known as multi-agency teamwork (Abhay, 2023). To support children and families at risk of being safeguarded as well as those with extra needs, they share chores, responsibilities, and goals (Abhay, 2023). Multi agencies prevent terrorism regardless of age, religion, nationality, or origin. Additionally, the Prevent Multi-Agency Panel (PMAP) approach offers early support to anyone susceptible to being dragged into terrorism in any form or to supporting terrorist organisations (Abhay, 2023).  Before being taken advantage of by individuals who would like them to support terrorism, and before engaging in illegal activities related to terrorism, people might get support (HM Government, 2021). Therefore, reducing the potential numbers joining/ being recruited into terrorist organisations (HM Government, 2021)

Like Local Policing Teams, Community Policing Teams are composed of Police Officers of all grades, Special Constables, and Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs). However, the primary focus of Community Policing Teams is to collaborate closely with community members to address and decrease criminal activity and antisocial conduct (Essex Police, 2024), suggesting they form alliances with other nearby companies and organisations to collaborate closely on combating crime. Additionally, the squad responds to serious occurrences (Essex Police, 2024). For example, they work with homeless agencies to try to reduce homelessness and engage with local communities highlighting the link to community engagement (Essex Police, 2024). A positive outcome is that teams have put a lot of effort into making towns safer by apprehending drug dealers, larcenists, and people carrying weapons in addition to handling antisocial conduct (Essex Police, 2024). These teams have improved the information and intelligence obtained by collaborating with individuals and local communities, which aids in the detection and prevention of crime as well as the capturing of more criminals (Essex Police, 2024). Establishing neighbourhood watch programmes is one effective way to improve community policing. To take part in these programmes, community members must band together to identify and report any questionable activity occurring in their neighbourhoods. Police officers can interact with the community to teach people how to recognise suspicious activity, report it, and implement effective crime prevention measures (S, 2023). 

To conclude, community engagement aims to involve the community more effectively to produce sustainable long-term results, relationships, procedures, dialogue, decision-making, or execution (Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences, 2021).  Community engagement can help to prevent terrorism by keeping people from becoming involved in terrorism and making sure they receive the help and guidance they need (Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences, 2021). 
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