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The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill is a bill that has been introduced by Kim Leadbeater to make it legal to facilitate assisted dying after providing an individual with the option. This facilitation will be available to adults who are terminally ill whilst also being mentally competent. This bill is known as a Private Member’s bill which is a draft law. A Private Member’s bill means that a member from the House of Lords proposed the bill and not a member of government (Campaign for Dignity in Dying, 2025). The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (2024-25) was introduced in October 2024 and is currently in the report stage in the House of Commons. 
[bookmark: _Int_ZrdWOFKo][bookmark: _Int_AiLnPOsi][bookmark: _Int_10cfMMKV][bookmark: _Int_Ot7agQ0n][bookmark: _Int_d5GvxWUs]Depending on whether the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill becomes law, would depend on whether the resulting changes would follow. One change would be the introduction of a new offence; the offence of ‘coercing someone into assisted dying’. This offence would stem from the protection of individuals who would be eligible for assisted dying however they may feel pressured into assisted dying. An example of a reason why an individual may feel pressure to go ahead with assisted dying could be the idea that said individual would be saving the National Health Service, the NHS, money by ending their suffering as soon as possible as opposed to keeping up with treatment (The Assisted Dying Bill: How will it work and why is it so controversial? - What You Need to Know, 2024). To help limit the corruption of pressure, this bill comes with an eligibility criteria that must be satisfied in order to allow assisted dying. The criteria requires a candidate to be over the age of 18 and a resident in England or Wales, to be registered with a GP for at least 12 months and must be mentally competent to make the decision to want to end their life. In addition, the individual must have an expectancy of death within six months, they will have to make a declaration of wanting to die in which they will have to make their declaration twice and two independent doctors will each make an assessment seven days apart as to whether they believe the individual is eligible or not. If the individual succeeds with an approved application, then there will be a fourteen day wait before the facilitation of assisted dying. With all that being said, this procedure is in place to avoid coercion, pressure or dishonesty. If such corruption were present in motivating someone to end their life, this would be an illegal act which is likely to result in a prison sentence of fourteen years (BBC News, 2025). Another change resulting from this bill is the change to the training of the relevant and involved personnel. An amendment will be made which requires the involved doctors and panel members to undergo domestic abuse training as a part of their protection of this process (My Death, My Decision, 2025). 
When discussing a bill such as the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill, it warrants taking into account safeguards such as the Human Rights Act 1998. This legislation (Human Rights Act 1998) is in place to protect each individual and their rights. Public authorities must keep in line with this act, or a breach could result in an action being taken against them. The Human Rights Act contains articles which are the convention rights of an individual that must be upheld (Citizens Advice, 2024). The most relevant convention right in relation to the topic of this bill is Article 2 which is the right to life. 
[bookmark: _Int_W9SmWXxV][bookmark: _Int_hR8SWTwG][bookmark: _Int_85pxRie6]When further looking into the impact that the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill has on Human Rights, it has been made a point that Article 2 is the right to life and not the right to die. According to The British Institute of Human Rights (2024), this means that public authorities are expected “to protect people from taking their own lives if the decision is not made freely and with full understanding”. This is an advantage when it comes to the eligibility process of this bill and its correlation to Human Rights. This is an advantage because the allowance around this article, Article 2, is available when it comes to a requirement of this bill which is that the choice must be made by a mentally competent individual. Having this bill fall in line with this principle is a good thing because it shows that this area of the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill is compatible with Human Rights. Another impact of this bill on Human Rights is the link it has to Article 3. Article 3 is the right to be free from inhuman or degrading treatment. In response to this however, the European Court of Human Rights has stated that protection of an individual's Article 3 convention right does not include the requirement to permit acts that have the intention of ending a life. On the other hand, a disadvantage has been raised concerning this bill in that it is discriminatory. It has been highlighted that the individual that would be eligible for assisted dying under this bill discriminates against individuals with disabilities. Therefore, one opinion is that the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill is not compatible with Human Rights due to potentially breaching Article 14 which is the right to be free from discrimination. Alongside the opinion of discrimination is the view that the option for assisted dying should be discussed and offered on a case-by-case basis and not on such a specific criteria. This could be deemed a disadvantage of the bill in regard to Human Rights, as failing to treat every case and request independently could be seen as a breach of “the enjoyment of the right to life” which would breach Article 2 of the Human Rights Act 1998 (The Christian Institute, 2025). 
[bookmark: _Int_84DhSkgH][bookmark: _Int_voTMgCpL][bookmark: _Int_vRuFSYcW][bookmark: _Int_lj8fCDrn][bookmark: _Int_thDO6Fcw]During and after a discussion of any bill or new proposed legislation, suggestions of reform are likely to be present and encouraged. The same goes for the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill, as if this law comes to pass then safeguards and reform suggestions will be a continued topic of conversation in order to protect this law and the individuals it applies to as well as the general public who it might affect. The monitoring of the bill and implementation of reform is also to ensure the bill remains fit for purpose. The Law Society (2025) has addressed some safeguarding suggestions and areas of the bill that could be improved. Firstly, the suggestion for there to be approval of an application for assisted dying from the High Court and that it would be made clear in the bill as to the approach the High Court would take to review and assess applications. Secondly, to address how legal personnel and the courts are going to manage the increased workload that comes with the responsibilities of this bill. This point comes with the want for clarity in regard to whether lawyers will have to be included in advising and representing within this new area of law. Thirdly, as of right now, the independent doctors that carry out the applicant assessments are not obligated to disclose the reasons for their findings. The belief and argument here is that there could be an opportunity for improvement if the independent doctors disclosed more about their conclusions to better assist the High Court in assessing eligibility. Lastly, a further key reform suggestion is about definitions. It is suggested that Parliament should address and define what it means for someone to have the mental capacity to make a decision to end their life, and how this will be examined. 
In conclusion, throughout this essay and the many prevalent discussions around this draft law, the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill can be seen to have protected Human Rights as well as challenge just how absolute they are. It would be fair to say that this new bill has sparked valid debates and has the potential to radically change the law as we know it.

Reference list:
BBC News (2025) What is assisted dying and how could the law change? Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-47158287 (Accessed: 15 April 2025) 
Campaign for Dignity in Dying (2025) Assisted Dying Bill. Available at: https://www.dignityindying.org.uk/assisted-dying/assisted-dying-bill/ (Accessed: 14 April 2025)
Citizens Advice (2024) The Human Rights Act 1998. Available at: https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/law-and-courts/civil-rights/human-rights/the-human-rights-act-1998/ (Accessed: 21 April 2025)
Human Rights Act 2025, c. 42. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents (Accessed: 21 April 2025)
My Death, My Decision (2025) Assisted Dying Bill Committee: A guide to the changes to the Bill. Available at: https://www.mydeath-mydecision.org.uk/2025/03/26/assisted-dying-bill-committee-a-guide-to-the-changes-to-the-bill/ (Accessed: 15 April 2025)
Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill (2024-25). Parliament: House of Commons. Available at: https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3774/news (Accessed 30 April 2025) 
The Assisted Dying Bill: How will it work and why is it so controversial? - What You Need to Know (2024) ITV News. Available at: YouTube (Accessed: 14 April 2025)
The British Institute of Human Rights (2024) BIHR Briefing: Human Rights Law and Assisted Dying/Suicide. Available at: https://www.bihr.org.uk/media/ks3fx43u/terminally-ill-adults-bill_bihr-briefing.pdf (Accessed: 21 April 2025) 
The Christian Institute (2025) Leadbeater’s assisted suicide Bill ‘not compatible’ with human rights. Available at: https://www.christian.org.uk/news/leadbeaters-assisted-suicide-bill-not-compatible-with-human-rights/ (Accessed: 21 April 2025)
The Law Society (2025) Safeguards needed if bill on assisted dying is to become law. Available at: https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/contact-or-visit-us/press-office/press-releases/safeguards-needed-if-bill-on-assisted-dying-is-to-become-law (Accessed: 21 April 2025)


