
Essay Question 
 

1.  Moral clams are not true or false they are just expressions of approval or 
disapproval. Discuss  

 
 
(Suggestions: It would be sensible to start by reading the pieces by Ayer and 

Blanshard in Sterba’s Ethics The Big Questions. The first chapter of Mackie’s Ethics: 
Inventing Right and Wrong will also be useful as will the chapters 38 Subjectivism 

and 40 Universal Prescriptivism in Singer s Companion. Note that the question 
makes two claims you might decide that moral claims cannot be true or false but still 
hold that they are more than being merely expressions or approval or disapproval) 

 
 


