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Clarke and Cornish’s flow chart of factors at play in involvement decisions can explain why or how a person may choose to participate in criminal activity
Source: University of Chicago Press
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BACKGROUND FACTORS
Psychological: temperament;
intelligence; cognitive style.
Upbringing: broken home;
institutional care; parental
crime.

Social and demographic: sex;
class; education; neighborhood.

PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE GENERALISED NEEDS
AND LEARNING Money; sex;
1. Direct and vicarious experience friendship; status;
of crime. excitement.
2. Contact with law enforcement
agencies.
3. Conscience and moral attitudes.
4. Self perception.
5. Foresight and planning.

SOLUTIONS EVALUATED PERCEIVED SOLUTION

Legitimate: work;
gambling; marriage
lllegitimate:
burglary in m.c.s.;
other burglary;
other crime.

1. Degree of effort.

2. Amount & immediacy of reward.

3. Likelihood & severity of punishment.
4. Moral costs.

REACTION TO CHANCE EVENT

Easy opportunity; READINEVSS
urgent need for cash; to commit burglary in a

persuasion by friend(s); middle class suburb
gets drunk; quarrels with wife

DECISION

to commit burglary
[see event model,
Figure 15.9]
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DECISION
to commit burglary

[see initial involvement model]
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SELECTED (MIDDLE CLASS) AREA
Easily accessible; few police patrols; low
security housing; larger gardens.
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BURGLED HOME

No-one at home; Especially affluent;
Detached; Patio doors; Bushes and other
cover; Corner site.

FIGURE 15.9 Clarke and Cornish’s flow chart of factors at play in event decisions can explain why or
how a person may choose to commit a specific crime

Source: University of Chicago Press




