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Participles?
• …behave like adjectives in that they agree 

with a specific noun in gender, number, and 
case

• …behave like verbs in that they hold 
information about tense

• => they can be fitted into the sequence of time 
in relation to other verbs in the same 
sentence



Present participles
• Present participles are active in meaning: ‘-ing’

– Future participles are always active in meaning
– Perfect participles (unless deponent) are always passive in 

meaning
• Present participles are formed by adding –ns (nom)/-ntem 

(acc and declined forms) to the present tense stem:
– amo = ama + ns = present participle nominative m, f, n, singular
– amo = ama + ntem = present participle accusative m, f singular

• amo = ama + ns = present participle accusative neuter
– dico = dic + binding vowel e + ns = present participle nominative 

m, f, n, singular
– dico = dic + binding vowel e + ntes = present participle 

nominative m, f, plural



Declension of the present participle

• Follows the pattern of ingens – ingentem
• Amantis can therefore be: 

– genitive singular all genders
– accusative plural masculine and feminine 

• The ablative most often ends in –e 
– -i ending is used when the participle is adjectival

rather than predicative:
• A trick for telling the difference is to test if the 

participle can be translated with a temporal clause: 
when, while etc = if so, it’s predicative:



Declension of the present participle
masc./fem. neutr. masc./fem. neutr.

Nominative amans amans amantes amantia
Accusative amantem amans amantis (-es) amantia
Genitive amantis amantis amantium (-

um)
amantium 
(-um)

Dative amanti amanti amantibus amantibus
Ablative amante (-i) amante (-i) amantibus amantibus



Ablative absolute and tense
• From 4E, you will also see ablative absolute 

constructions with present participles
• Remember how the tense of the participle 

relates to the finite verb:
• Present participle: both concurrent

– nautis cibo egentibus, Cleomenes nihil fecit.
• Perfect participle: participle has happened 

before the finite verb 
– his [verbis] dictis, se in proelium tulit.



Participles & voice
• Future participles: always active in meaning 

– amaturus ‘being about to love’
• Present participles: always active in meaning 

– amans ‘loving’
• Perfect participles: normally passive in meaning

– amatus ‘having been loved’
• Exception: deponent verbs: perfect participles are 

active in meaning
– ingressus ‘having entered’



Ex. 3 p. 190
• Verres muliere nitens in litore stabat.

• illis rogantibus praedo respondit se nauis fugientis uidisse.

• Verre mulierem amante, nuntiatum est nauem captam esse.

• reliquos paulo tardius sequentis conspicati sunt

• Syracusis commorantes praedones moenia urbis uiderunt.

• Verres negauit nauis se ad portum accedentis uidisse



Subjunctive
• Latin has three moods: indicative, imperative, and subjunctive
• The difference between indicative (e.g. amo, amas/amaui, amauisti... 

etc) and imperative (ama!) shows us that mood is...
– ....not about who does something (same mood but different persons)
– ....not about when they did something (same mood but different tenses)

• Instead, the mood tells us about how the verbal action is to be 
perceived: as a command (imperative) or as (f)actual (indicative)
– ama! Love!
– amas. You love.

• The subjunctive is referred to as the mood of imagined action: the 
verbal action is potential/possible, desired, or contrary to fact



Subjunctive in English
The English subjunctive is used to form sentences that do not describe known objective facts.
These include statements about one's state of mind, such as opinion, belief, purpose,
intention, or desire. The subjunctive mood is also used for statements that are contrary to fact,
such as If I were a giraffe, … (subjunctive), as distinguished from I was a giraffe. Subjunctive
statements often occur in dependent clauses, such as the subjunctive example in the
preceding sentence. It contrasts with the indicative mood, which is used for statements of fact,
such as He speaks English.

In Modern English, the subjunctive form of a verb often looks identical to the indicative form,
and thus subjunctives are not a very visible grammatical feature of English. For most verbs,
the only distinct subjunctive form is found in the third person singular of the present tense,
where the subjunctive lacks the -s ending: It is necessary that he see a doctor (contrasted with the
indicative he sees). However, the verb be has not only a distinct present subjunctive (be, as in I
suggest that he be removed) but also a past subjunctive were (as in If he were rich, …).

These two tenses of the subjunctive have no particular connection in meaning with present
and past time. Terminology varies; sometimes what is called the present subjunctive here is
referred to simply as the subjunctive, and the form were may be treated just as an alternative
irrealis form of was rather than a past subjunctive.

Wikipedia, ‘Subjunctive’
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_subjunctive



...but actually...
• Subjunctive functions as the mood of imagined 

action generally when it is used ‘clean’
– We will learn such usages in 4F and 4G

• The use for the subjunctive is far wider when it 
is used in combination with specific 
conjunctions
– Here, the notion of imagined action is less clearly 

felt than otherwise: it is generally fine to think of 
such subjunctives as being triggered by specific 
usage of conjunctions



4E: Pluperfect subjunctive forms
1st 2nd 3rd 4th ¾

1 amauissem habuissem dixissem auduissem cepissem
2 amauisses habuisses dixisses audiuisses cepisses
3 amauisset habuisset dixisset audiuisset cepisset
1 amauissemus habuissemus dixissemus audiuissemus cepissemus
2 amauissetis habuissetis dixissetis audiuissetis cepissetis
3 amauissent habuissent dixissent audiuissent cepissent

Perfect stem (amau-/habu-/dix-/audi-/cep-) + isse + person ending

Please do not miss learing the deponent pluperfect subjunctive and the 
passive pluperfect subjunctive!



cum with subjunctive

• One of the more common subjunctive-
generating conjunctions is cum
– We have seen cum used as a preposition + 

ablative already: this is a different usage: now 
we will see cum governing whole clauses 
rather than individual nouns

– From 4F onwards, we will also use ut and ne, 
which take subjunctive too



cum with subjunctive
• cum with subjunctive has three meanings:

– Concessive: “although”, “despite” etc
– Historical: to relate side circumstances setting the 

time frame for the main clause: “when, while, as” 
etc

• This is the usage we will encounter in 4E
– Causal: because 

• NB: cum can also be used with the indicative, 
but with different meaning from the above



cum with subjunctive

• The tense of subjunctive we need in each 
individual cum clause is determined by 
how this dependent clause relates in terms 
of sequence of time to its governing clause

• Cf. relation of tense/priority between 
– governing verb + ACI infinitive
– governing verb + participle



Tense in subjunctive cum-clauses
We will initially see sentences like this:

praedones cum uidisset, Cleomenes in naue sua malum eregi 
imperauit. 

‘When he had seen the pirates, Cleomenes ordered that the mast 
on his ship be raised.’

uidisset is 3rd pers. sing. pluperfect subjunctive active
imperauit is 3rd pers. sing. perfect indicative active

The translation shows that the action of uidisset went on before 
the action of imperauit.



Sequence of tense in subjunctive 
clauses with cum

• The example illustrates a general rule for cum-clauses with 
subjunctive:

• Independent clause: past tense + dependent clause with cum
and pluperfect subjunctive = the action of the dependent clause 
predates the action in the independent clause
– i.e. Cleomenes saw the pirates, then ordered his sailors to set sail.

• [4F onward] Independent clause: past tense + dependent clause 
with cum and imperfect subjunctive = the two clauses are 
concurrent



Looking ahead
• In 4E, we are working with cum-clauses with 

pluperfect subjunctive only, but…
• …later on we will also see that: 

– Independent clause: present, future + dependent 
clause with cum and present subjunctive = concurrent

– Independent clause: present, future + dependent 
clause with cum and perfect subjunctive = the 
dependent clause predates the independent clause

• Happily, this will apply to many other dependent 
clauses (with conjunctions) that take the 
subjunctive, too.
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