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FUNCTUALISM

A theoretical perspective based on the idea that social 

institutions can best be explained in terms of the functions that 

they perform – that is, the contributions they make to the 

continuity of a society. 

(Giddens & Sutton 2017 p999)



LEVELS OF 
SOCIETY

• Identity

• Position 

• society

(Image 1)(Brown 2011)



EMILE DURKEIM
(1858-1917) 

• Born in France

• Jewish

• Witten numerus sociological 

works

(Image 2) (Morrison 2006)(Best 2003)



RELIGION

• Christianity

• Judaism

• Buddhism

• Islam

(Image 7)(Giddens & Sutton 2017)



SELF-ALIENATION

(Image 8)
(Morrison, 2006)



SECULARIZATION 

‘A process of gradual decline in the influence of religion 

in society,’ 

(Giddens & Sutton 2017 p1013)



(Image 3)

The Old Church

At Eggleston Hall

In the parish of 

Eggleston 

Durham



GLOBALIZATION

• Christian country

• Muslim country

• Technology

• ‘pick n mix’

(Image 4) (Bonney et al,2016)



ISLAMIC STATE IN IRAQ 
AND SYRIA (ISIS)

• Sharia Law

• An ancient version of Islam

• Extremist group

• Using the internet

• Ransoms and Kidnapping 

• Inconceivable devastation

• Finally disbanded in 2019 

(Image 5)(Cnn International, 2019)    



SHAMIMA BEGUM

• ‘Isis bride’

• ‘when I saw my first severed 

head in the bin, it didn’t faze me at 

all’

• victim?

(Image 6) (Independent.co.uk)



THANK YOU FOR LISTENING. 
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