








Essay – Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Academia


AI Undermines Academic Integrity and Compromises the Value of Education
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is rapidly transforming academia, with tools like ChatGPT, Grammarly, and plagiarism detection software becoming integral to educational practices. Though such tools may be useful for improving efficiency and individual learning, the widespread application of these tools has many problems concerning academic integrity. This paper has provided a discussion on the effects of AI to show that though there might be benefits in its usage, its use present major drawbacks in leading to cheating, limiting critical thinking and even changing the learning process.
ChatGPT and other similar tools can help enhance students’ performance by assisting them with completing their assignments without even knowing it. For instance, ChatGPT can write full essays or even solve tasks in minutes. This does not sound quite right even though it might appear to be creating an environment for efficiency in academic work. When using AI in their papers, students are likely to produce material that is basically not their own and, thus, undermine the core principles of authenticity and hard work (Currie, 2023). The flexibility of approach of this software to create well flow and sequenced write-up that is plausible to contain unique and logical flow, may make it easier for students to engage in plagiarism, instead of going through critical thinking and analysis.
Moreover, while plagiarism detection software was created to ensure that students adhere to ethical practises, the advancement of technology has made it into a game. As for example, in the current advancements in AI, it does not only help in identifying plagiarism but also in hiding it through paraphrasing where it is invisible to most exceptional cheques (Mulenga and Shilongo, 2024). This erodes the confidence that teachers have on their students and the learners for their teachers making institutions to change the ways they employ to pin down cases of academic fraud. It is therefore established that the advancement of AI tools is still on-going which makes it a challenge to protect the integrity of the academic assessments.
It is also necessary to pay attention to the use of AI in the assessment and feedback mechanism. Feedback systems integrated with Artificial Intelligence are meant to help promote success considering that the advances apply AI in order to provide instant feedback (Hooda et al., 2022). Nevertheless, this mechanisation can serve to marginalise the critical judgement by humans in education process. Through such assessment bias, educators put their students in a position where the latter is focused on producing work that suits the AI system rather than on comprehending concepts. This not only undermines the accumulation of analytical skills that are so important in the working world and in life in general, but also distorts the essence of acknowledging real academic achievement.
In addition, the ethical implications of AI in education further contribute to the erosion of academic integrity. Tripathi and Thakar (2024) indicate that there is the possibility of ethical dilemmas to emerge in AI, including plagiarism and cheating, if not controlled. Even so, there are many ethical guidelines that were created to prevent such occurrences, their inherent ability to generate content that is relatively indistinguishable from original material keeps the temptation high. Therefore, such an approach can contribute to the creation of a culture with excessive focus on the use of AI and neglect of academic standards seeking for easy ways to achieve their goals.
Chen et al. (2020) affirm that there are positive effects of AI in education including access to more resources, and a greater chance of developing individualised learning; however, these positive changes do not overshadow the negative effect which is higher rates of cheating. They also decline individual learning as they may rely on AI solutions rather than encourage themselves to think critically about what they are learning. It also damages formation of individual intellectual capabilities as well as deprives education of its’ worth by replacing the idea of learning with mere set of tasks to be solved by an algorithm.
Overall, the integration of AI in learning has the potential of improving diverse facets of learning, nevertheless, it bears considerable threats when applied to academic practises. Educational software like ChatGPT and writing-assistant applications like Grammarly allow students to cheat and reduce critical thinking, while computerised assessment tools may negatively affect students’ learning processes. In light of the increasing usage of AI technologies in the educational sector, adequate measures that prevent cheating should be enacted and the society should embrace hard work. In the long run, the prospects of AI erode the core values of academia since learning and education are not achieved rails and meets the test of academic integrity and quality .
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