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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Child protection means protecting a child or young person from significant harm or neglect.  Categories of abuse, include psychological harm, mental, physical, emotional and sexual abuse.  All forms of abuse and neglect have an adverse impact on a child or young person’s health and wellbeing, leaving children unable to cope or manage throughout challenges in adulthood.  Adverse childhood experiences (ACE’S) are traumatic events which can be linked to health problems, mental illness and substance misuse (Trayser, J, 2016).

Child protection inquiries can take place when there are concerns raised.  The Local Authority (LA) have a duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of children in need.  Working in multi-agency, information sharing with various professions, forming a multi-agency protection plan, following the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act, 2014 that everybody has a responsibility to raise a concern.  A section 47 investigation must be carried out when there is reasonable cause to suspect a child is likely to suffer significant harm.  

The SSWBWA, 2014 covers the legal framework for people who need care and support, including carers. Listening to views and wishes of individuals and allowing them contribute to decision making, working in co-production.  While respecting culture, language and values, following the codes of professional practice and legislation such as Welsh Language (Wales) Measure, 2011 (Law Wales, 2022).  England promotes the Children Act 1989 legislation however, in Wales The SWBA, 2014 replaced this legislation, to give people a stronger voice and greater control, what matters to them.

All Wales Child Protection Procedures inform and guide child protection practice in Wales.  The structure determines how individual child protection referrals, actions and plans are agreed, and carried out (Safeguarding Wales, 2025). Along with The Wales Safeguarding Procedures for children and Adults at risk of abuse and neglect.  Safeguarding Procedures are principles and responsibilities for practitioners enabling understanding roles, to ensure practice is in accordance with legislation.

The United Nations Convention on rights of a child (UNCRC) article 12 (unicef.n.d) promotes the child’s right to be heard followed by article 13 to the right to freedom of expression.  Section 3 states in the best interests of the child.  The Welsh National Outcomes Framework (Gov.Wales, n.d) promotes people who need care and support and supports carers, including living in a suitable accommodation.  General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is European Union regulation, protecting information, data and how it is stored (Gov.UK, 2018).

I reflected on the theory of Maslow’s hierarchy of basic need.  The five needs include physiological, safety, belonging, self-esteem and self-actualisation which state we need for survival (Maslow, 2016).  I have used solution focused strengths-based approach in practice (Powell, 2015) based on what the family want to achieve, focused on the strengths rather than the difficulties.  During my evaluations I always consider the person at the centre of the assessment, plan and interventions set out in the regulations and guidance.
Article 8 under The Human Rights Act 1989 (legislation, 2025) protects individual rights to respect private and family life.  Organisations have their own safeguarding policies and procedures, to abide by the law and principles and outline what is expected of people.  The National Independent Safeguarding Board Wales, 2014 promoted by SSWBA, 2014 was created to offer assistance and make recommendations for effective practice in relation to children, preventing neglect or harm.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

All adults or adults at risk have a right to make unwise decisions, as well as a choice not to take action however, law can intervene in circumstances to safeguard the individual, if necessary such as The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (legislation, 2025). This act doesn’t apply to people under the age of 16, but applies to adults who may lack capacity to make choices.  However, in most cases it is suitable to seek consent and at times a legal requirement.  Guidance sets out consent is necessary from those who have parental responsibility in areas such as education and health.  The Mental Health Act 1983 can apply to children to be detained if they are suffering with a mental health illness are potentially a risk to themselves or others (UK Parliament, 2024).

Safeguarding is to prevent harm and support the welfare of all citizens.  However, children may need support to help them make reasonable and safe choices.  Professionals working with children often use ‘Gillick competent’ this means if I child is mature enough, has understanding and has capacity to make wise decisions (NSPCC, 2022).  Fraser guidelines in the UK is guidance and treatment advice regarding contraception and sexual health.

If an investigation detects harm to a child, due to the care they are receiving a multi-agency protection plan can be agreed.  The LA can share the parental responsibility with the parents’ child to enable their needs are being met and prevent any harm.  Chapter 3 of SSWBA, 2014 states regulations may require the LA to arrange an advocacy for individuals with needs for care and support.  Therefore, a social worker can advocate on behalf of the child, helping them to take part in decisions and voice their own opinions, promoting rights, 

The five P’s in child protection cover, prevention, paramount, partnership, protection and parental responsibility.  The four R’s of safeguarding, recognise, respond, report and record (Social Work Haven, 2023).  All important elements such as recording accurately, for evidence-based practice, respecting confidentiality of the child’s information and only share what is necessary.

My experience of working in Wales I feel has been positive and I personally feel the SSWBA, 2014 has made great changes for both adults and children, considering language, promoting rights and working in co-production, encouraging everyone to have a stronger voice.

I am proud I work person-centred with both adults and children, contributing to decision making in complex situations.  I feel more confident from training and within everyday practice.  Alongside reflection and supervision.  I plan to develop in areas such as safeguarding and research further to develop in psychological interventions, on a one-to-one basis.
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