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¥ Northern Ireland has prioritised
family support so not as many
young people areincare
PHOTOGRAPH: RADHARC [MAGES/ALAMY

have been protected from the
massive council cuts. “It can’t not be
significant,” says Northern Ireland’s
chief social worker, Sean Holland.
“We haven'tlostany Sure Starts,
and we've prioritised family support
fand] our last minister, Michelle
0’Neil, said she wanted toreduce
the number of children in care.”

The cost savings of keeping
children out of care aré significant.
“you're talking up to £250,000 for
a foster care or residential place-1
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A decade of cuts has
set back diversity

in the public sector
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canruna family support hub for
‘£27,000," Holland says.

In Scotland, Dr Louise Hill, policy an Thomas is used to tough jobs. The former
lead at Strathclyde University’s children’s services director at Rotherham council

is now chief executive of Lewisham, a London
borough facing huge financial pressure, including
a £15.6m overspend on children’s services.

But there’s one thing, atleast, that Thomas
doesn’t have to worry about. The people who work for
him broadly reflect the berough’s 227,000 residents,
with about 42% of non-white staff - the sameratio as
in the capital as awhole. That malces Lewisham one of
the UK’s rarer local authorities. Most UK councils, like
most UK ﬁ:umnmﬁinmm..ﬂmnonn?mﬁm. Inthe UK,
13% of people are from ablack, Asian or other minority
ethnic (BAME) background. Yet only 10% of local

government Workers, 129 of UK civil servants and 6%

Centre for Excellence for Looked
After Children H.mnoﬁmuﬁ_uém have
become very risk-aversein terms
of taking action on child protection
issues.”

In England, Leedsis having some
SUCCRSS w_..gnﬁbmﬁ:m.n.mu? The
city council has instituted arighttoa
family group conference for children
« | atriskofanystatutory intervention
@ | _ duringwhich the local authority
works hard to putin place servicesto
Qm&ﬂ.ﬁm&ﬁmﬂuﬁﬁn&mﬂnm&mm
w.mﬁ_ﬁwn.&qgmnﬁ?m.:grﬂ of
childrenin care from 1,450 {0 1,255
since 2011,

Nadhim Zahawi, the children

of prison officersin England and Wales are from a BAME
background. And figures compiled
by the Guardian show how a decade -
of cuts has laid waste to diversity

‘Judges, senior civil
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according to the individual’s needs predominantly white’ | number of BAME staff.
| | and with the best interest of the ; Only two areas of public service
| childatheart. better reflect the UK population:
“We understand how important social workand the NHS. Latest

figures show that around one-fifth of social workers and
NHS staff are from BAME backgrounds, although given
that 42% of medics are not white, diversity in-non-

T support from children’s services
== | isforfamilies,” he adds, citing the
*NTh local government budget of £200bn i

== | upt02020, which includes support clinical NHS jobs is very much lower.
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