Major Studies A3 (Print room rotation 1)
Friday 20th November (Group 1 am & 2 pm)
Friday 27th November (Group 3am & 4 pm)
Friday 4th December (Group 5 am)

Today we are exploring the clear discharge and pigment discharge process through screen printing.

Clear discharge is a process that removes (bleaches out/discharges) dyed colour from cloth.  
Pigment discharge printing is the removal (discharging), of dyed colour from a printed or dyed fabric.  The process allows you to print true bright colour onto darker shades.  The main advantage of a pigment discharge is its ability to work across a range of dyed and printed fabrics. 

The clear discharge process will only be successful on cloth that has been dyed with a dye that is dischargeable and even then, results can be variable.  For this reason, it is advisable to dye and print your own cloth when exploring the discharge process or any of the print paste recipes in the department.  That said it is not impossible to discharge bought dyed cloth.  Note the results can be varied and we can’t guarantee the compatibility of pre dyed with our print paste recipes and the dyes that we use in the department.  
The Pigment discharge will work across a good range of dyed and printed cloth of all types.

We will be using the Solvitose based recipe that is very strong and usually removes all of the colour back to the original undyed colour of the cloth and can look like this.
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Solivitose clear discharge recipe 
80% Solvitose paste (carrier)
20% Decrolin (bleaching agent)
These amounts can be adjusted to create a subtle bleaching out of colour that may result in a tone-on-tone effect.  Reducie the Decrolin and increase the Solvitose so that the overall recipe amounts to 100gms

And a pigment discharge that will enable you to bleach out and add true strong colour back into dyed or printed cloth and can look like this.
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Pigment Discharge Recipe
1-5% Pigment Colour
40% Pigment Binder 
40% Indalca thickener
15% Decrolin
When using less than 5% pigment colour, adjust the amounts (equally) of pigment binder and Indalca thickener so the overall recipe remains at 100%.  Note the recipe will be thin and can be difficult to print with.  

Discharge printing needs to be steamed and washed (finished) after printing, please read the recipe notes.  Pigment discharge also needs to be heat pressed to fix. 

· You have some dischargeable Cotton Borsalini Black, pre dyed at the manufacturing stage and guaranteed to discharge out to the original undyed colour of the cloth.
· You have some Navy cloth from the donated TOAST stash, this is not guaranteed to discharge out, we do not know the exact fibre content or how the cloth has been dyed and treated.  The results here will be a surprise.
· You have some Grey cloth from the donated TOAST stash, this is not guaranteed to discharge out, we do not know the exact fibre content or how the cloth has been dyed and treated.  The results here will be a surprise.
· You also have a selection of coloured papers that will react in some way to the discharge process, giving interesting and unexpected results.


NB. 
You may wish to try this process on digitally printed cloth when you have some prepared, the clear discharge process will remove the digitally printed Reactive colour.

This process is suitable for removing the colour of dyed or printed cloth and is usually compatible with Reactive, Direct and Acid dye processes, either vat dyed or printed.  

Discharge prints can be overprinted with dye pastes or pigments after they have been steamed, washed and finished. 

Discharge prints may be overdyed with a dye appropriate to the fibre content of your fabric, noting that any overdyeing will react with any existing colour or print, changing the whole of the piece not just the areas that have been discharged out.  





Using texture and decorative effects in your screen artwork will help you to achieve a more visually exciting result than using all solid blocks in the artwork...use the images below as a guide.
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