Qualitative Data Analysis FAQs

What is data analysis in qualitative research?
Qualitative data analysis involves examining and interpreting non-numerical data, such as interview transcripts, focus group discussions, or written texts, to identify patterns, themes, and insights. It aims to understand the meaning and experiences behind the data rather than quantifying them.
Why is choosing a data analysis method important?
Choosing a suitable method ensures that your research is rigorous, ethical, and effectively addresses your research questions. The chosen method shapes how you collect, interpret, and draw conclusions from your data, ultimately influencing the validity and reliability of your findings.
How do I select the appropriate data analysis method?
The choice depends on several factors:
· The nature of your research question: What are you trying to find out?
· Your research approach and paradigm: What theoretical framework guides your study?
· The methods used for data collection: Did you conduct interviews, focus groups, or observations?
· The type of data gathered: Are you analysing textual data, audio recordings, or visual materials?
What are the different qualitative data analysis methods available?
Several methods exist, each with its own focus and strengths:
· Content analysis: Identifies patterns in text by grouping content into words, concepts, and themes.
· Narrative analysis: Focuses on the stories people tell and how they use language to make sense of their experiences.
· Discourse analysis: Examines language within its social context to understand power dynamics and social interactions.
· Thematic analysis: Deduces meaning from data by identifying recurring themes and patterns.
· Grounded theory: Develops a theory grounded in the data through a systematic process of data collection and analysis.
· Interpretative phenomenological analysis (IPA): Explores the lived experiences of individuals concerning a particular phenomenon.
What is coding in qualitative data analysis?
Coding is a systematic process of categorising and labelling segments of data to identify patterns, themes, and concepts. It helps researchers organise and condense large volumes of information, making it easier to analyse and interpret the data.
What are the strengths and limitations of thematic analysis?
Strengths:
· Useful for understanding people's experiences, views, and opinions.
· Can analyse large amounts of data.
· Can investigate underlying concepts and explain why they occur.
· Easy to explain new concepts that affect human behaviour.
Limitations:
· Time-consuming as data needs to be re-reviewed if research questions are adjusted.
· Subjective, relying on the researcher's interpretation of the data.
· Coding systems are open to interpretation, potentially leading to inaccurate results.
When is grounded theory a suitable method?
Grounded theory is particularly helpful when researching a new or understudied topic. It allows researchers to develop a theory inductively, starting from the data rather than pre-existing hypotheses.
What is the key focus of interpretative phenomenological analysis (IPA)?
IPA focuses on understanding the lived experiences of individuals concerning a specific phenomenon. It aims to gain in-depth insights into how individuals perceive, interpret, and make sense of their experiences.

