 Using a crime activity of your choice, describe and discuss how classical  criminology informs evidence based policing.
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This assignment will talk about how classical criminology informs evidence-based policing. Evidence based policing is making choices about "what works" in policing is done through the use of evidence-based policing. It enables the police department to better serve the general public by assisting them in making choices about cost-effective policies and procedures. Research in a number of thematic areas will be discussed in this seminar by academics, police practitioners, and policy experts, as well as how this is influencing the creation of policies within the police force and in collaboration with partner agencies to avoid crime, ‘The best available evidence will use appropriate research methods and sources for the question being asked.’ (The college of Policing, 2023). Evidence based policing is also making better choices and guiding actions that have the desired effect are the goals of evidence-based practise. The best available evidence and critical thinking are the foundations of an evidence-based strategy to decision-making. It lessens the reliance of decision-makers on unreliable sources like personal experience, received knowledge, and anecdotes. The enormous influence that management decisions have on the working lives and wellbeing of people in all types of organisations globally makes it crucial that human resources professionals adopt this strategy,’ indicates that an evidence-based approach is more effective in various ways than less structured decision-making processes which often favour personal experience over sound research’ (The Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development 2022). 

A strategy called "hot spots policing" includes directing resources and efforts towards the areas with the highest concentrations of crime. The approach is predicated on the idea that crime and disorder are concentrated in small areas rather than being distributed evenly throughout neighbourhoods. By concentrating resources and efforts in crime hot spots, the goal is to deter crime there specifically and perhaps even lower crime rates across a larger geographic region,’ Hot spots policing is not defined by the use of specific interventions or tactics, but by whether activity is targeted to specific high crime locations’ (The College of Policing 2022). Using the hot spot strategy to locate and cut down on county lines crime is an effective way of using the strategy, it helps see who is connected within these crimes and where the county line starts this could be from Swansea all the way to Liverpool and so on. By using this strategy, it helps the police service watch the drug lines running, where it comes from who is a runner, who is the distributor in order to lead back to the main boss, this can take months and months of work using this analysis way of policing but eventually they will get to the top person, this then helps reduce drug activity within these areas and reduces crime on the streets. They frequently use coercion, intimidation, violence, even sexual violence and weapons, and they are likely to take advantage of children and vulnerable people to transport and keep the drugs and money. The Government worked with the Police service in order to reduce county lines, statistics show that since starting the programme in November 2019 they have closed more than 1,500 county lines, made over 7,400 arrests, seized £4.3 million in cash and significant quantities of drugs, they have also safeguarded more than 4,000 vulnerable people and engaged more than 4,000 individuals through safeguarding interventions. The Government and the Police service predict that ‘By 2024, we expect the new funding to result in over 2,000 more county lines closed.’ (County Lines Programme Overview, Gov.uk, 2022). 
According to biological views of crime, certain biological conditions are associated with an elevated propensity for criminal behaviour. The biological theory of the Italian criminologist Cesare Lombroso, whose studies of the skulls and facial features of criminals led him to the hypothesis that serious or persistent criminality was associated with atavism, or the reversion to a primitive stage of human development, generated a great deal of interest as well as controversy in the 1890s. William Sheldon gained significant support for his hypothesis in the middle of the 20th century, which claimed that mesomorphs (tall, athletic people) were more likely to engage in criminal behaviour than ectomorphs or soft, rounded people.
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