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tes fail in capturing Megara and are defeated by the
ough Boeotia to arrive at
is results in one of the

After Demosthenes and Hipp
Spartan general Brasidas, Brasidas takes his army and marc
Chalcidice to meet upith the Macedonian King Perdiccas .
biggest threats to Athens during the Great Peloponnesia f as Brasidas systematically
gains the support of a multitude of Athenian tribute Polis)b{t the biggest achievement of
iig this period was the capture of Amphipo 'ngantin%Spartarﬁaccess to

Athenian croj
forcesthat he e ]

ved against Athens was stated b cydides, that Brasidas caused
instability in Athe ies and that because of Brasid [aracter he caused some Athenian
subjects to view Sparta as a positive force of a change to release them from the Delian
League and it forced tributes to Athens.? Even though Thucydides claims that the instability
caused by Brasidas was one of the main causes of why Brasidas’ paign throughout the
north of Greece resulted in a Spartan victorysonly two Pdlis volted against Athenian
authority with Brasidas having to capture a multitude of other piolis with his army.3 After
Brasidas attacks the Athenian settlements in the north a truce is brought about a year later
where Brasidaq\igqires the truce in favour of retaining the territory that he gained during

his campaign 6
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)1 Although Brasidas was a military commander one of the most deadly \‘ﬁ\,{)\{/
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In 425 Demosthenes h

force buildin@;.-_n"sivygainst the inevitable attack of the Spartans. Some'\scholarshig says that
the invasion of Pylos was not an accident but intentional on the behalf of Demosthenes an
researched Pylos in advance so he could secretly invade Pylos without telling his plan to the

Athenians® because it would have received great opposition and he would not be able to bear the (‘SJ\D m(g

fruits of his plan. Since Demosthenes was able to fortify Pylos, it forced the Spartan army which at
this time was attacking b@ﬂ to return home to assist in rng the great threat of having an
u

Demosthenes Captur

Athenian garrison in Pylo ring the invasion Demosthe es‘g rrison had two generals that he

would advisehut had to answer to, these are Eurymedon andSophocles who did not agree with
Demosthe @- ea of fortifying Pylos against a Spartan attack because they wished to continue to

their originakdestination of Corcyra and Sicily, they wished to head to these locations because the
Spartan fleet wezébi}rg:ntly occupying Corcyra.? One reason why Demosthenes wantedtB\nvade
Pylos is because of the Messenian5;tlie natives of the land who spoke the same |afigs hich
added to the appeal of turnip into a fortification sjice, Demosthenes beli ey could
convince the Messenians to\{nhibjt'the fort to harass th@an fleet and nearby Patrols.® Another
reason why Demosthenes wantgd to ﬂ)rf a Athenian fortifmn at Pylos was because of its

a

location, since it was close to the se ad a natural harbo ere they could ferry supplies and
troops to and from Pylos making it a easy to access fersficatiorHF Spartan territory _ 0_\4&-

oy
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allying with Macedon, they have a yedplgng alliance
until King Sitalkes of Thrace invades Macedon

resulting in King Perdiccas Il of Macedon turning his q&

King Perdicca@:etrays Athens
e e Af'terAthensaIIieswith@esultingin them

back on the alliance previ hel
’{hroughout the Great
Peloponnesia Macedonia plays quite a
significant role‘where they interfere with different W/
events during the war, although they played a *
significant part in the war, they were never able t\

of Nymphado

~

fully establish themselves as a significant military power in Greece instead they relied on it
significant resources, the cunning of Perdiccas and using what military it did have in a defensive
strategy .* One significant part of the alliance that greatly benefited Athens before it was broken up
is Macedon’s lumber supply which was wanted to make ships.2 Even though the fitié for this small
part of the tim@is King Perdiccas Il, betrays Athens, it asn’ entirely Perdicc ’ult with one of

the bigger reas hy the alliance between Macedon and Atheps was broken is the fact that Thrace

invaded Macedor” Only two frears after Thrace invades unsuccessfully, they were
supporting the\Peloponnesiah Jeague whilst Athéns assist g Sitalkes’ attempt to invade
Macedonia is added to theMostility that developed over the past two years and leading to

Macedon ant’Athens being in a state of war until 423 where-Macedon abandons Brasidas and gains
an alliance with Athens.”
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Athe@iance with Thrace

In 431 BZE Athens negotiated an alliance with the current king
of Thrace 2t the time, King Sitalkes.! The reason for this alliance
is quite lofty because multiple sourceSstemming from a
translation error attempts to tell the same story but with slight
differences centring around one key figure Nymphadorus, one
source claims that it stems from Nymphadorus’s sister ended up

marring King Sitalkes,? another take on this was tha
Nymphadorus had gotten married to King Sitalter, A
although as caused such confusion Tt all came to theQ ((-JT
same conclusjon that Athens was allied with Thrace and had a
temperamental alliance with Macedo .7}h.is allowed Athens to

call upon the resources of these two Polis, dhrace and Macedon
for its immense lumber supply which thg Athenians want to turn ifto| Tfiremes s ' > Hﬂé)/
ba/}l(in the great Peloponnesian war, this allowed Athens a peace of mind, that their u“ CE,
timber supply and trade is well stocked/in preparation for a battle where they might
sustained loses and require to rebuild./All though this alliance held strong, it only lasted a
year untjl King Sitalkes decided to invgde Macedon3 because King Perdiccas had been s
enem)%é\lmith both Thrace and Athens/before the alliance making him an untrustworthy alp
to Athens and Thrace. Although KingSitalkes attempted to invade Macedon, however Q \f ﬂ\ﬁb ’
because of the resources that Macedon has at its disposal, all Sitalkes Jvas al
accomplish was petty raids on land and skirmishes with the Macedon, quta i
eventually ended with a Macedon¥ictory and a broken alliance that dealt a snfall blow to
the Delian League.
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the Thracians., 430 BC, [Online] [Accessed 24 Jan. 20] Available from:
m.org/research/collection_online/collection object details.aspx?objectid=464075&partid=1
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