Reflection on Peer Review of Financial Literacy Curriculum

Designing the curriculum for "Financial Literacy for Year 12 Students" within the Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma qualification was a fulfilling experience for me. I made sure to integrate key learning objectives that addressed practical numeracy, cultural sensitivity, financial management, and organisational communication, aligning closely with the broader goals outlined by the Welsh Government's Curriculum for Wales framework. Implementing this curriculum at the end of Year 12 was a strategic decision as by this stage, students had developed a foundational understanding of core subjects, allowing them to fully engage with and benefit from the advanced, practical concepts introduced in financial literacy. 
This curriculum fits well into the Welsh Baccalaureate qualification, which emphasises the development of transferable skills and practical knowledge. The focus on financial literacy enhances students' abilities to manage personal finances, make informed financial decisions, and understand the broader economic context, all of which are crucial for their future success and align with the holistic educational goals of the Welsh Baccalaureate.
I approached each learning objective systematically, ensuring a blend of theoretical understanding and practical application. For instance, I included problem-solving tasks, written assignments, and practical exercises to reinforce numeracy skills and financial decision-making. Similarly, case studies, group discussions, and research projects were incorporated to deepen students' understanding of cultural and familial influence.
Furthermore, I emphasized the development of transferable skills and used critical thinking activities, problem-solving tasks, and communication exercises. Cultural awareness activities were integrated to foster empathy and respect for diversity, preparing students to thrive in multicultural environments. 
By the end of the curriculum, students will emerge with invaluable life skills that will enable them to navigate personal finances with confidence and make informed decisions in both their academic and professional pursuits. This comprehensive approach ensures that the students are well-prepared to thrive in the ever-evolving financial landscape, setting them up for success in their future endeavours.
Reflecting on this experience, I encountered both challenges and successes. Planning a curriculum of this scale required careful consideration of diverse learning needs, resource availability, and alignment with educational priorities. Balancing content depth with skill development breadth was particularly challenging, especially in ensuring accessibility for students of all abilities. The numerical aspect in particular required some thought during the preparation process as many students find mathematics difficult. However, this experience provided valuable insights into instructional strategies, assessment methods, and the integration of real-world applications. Collaborating with stakeholders, conducting research, and aligning with educational standards enhanced my understanding of educational principles and practices.
In future curriculum planning endeavour's, I aim to refine assessment strategies to ensure they authentically measure student learning outcomes. Seeking feedback from educators, students, and other stakeholders will be crucial for continuous improvement. Moreover, exploring innovative pedagogical approaches and leveraging technology could further enhance the curriculum's effectiveness and relevance. My objective is to improve assessment techniques in future curriculum development endeavours so as to precisely measure student learning outcomes (Smith, 2022). To continuously improve these tactics, feedback from educators, students, and other stakeholders is crucial (Jones, 2023). In order to increase the curriculum's effect and suitability, I also intend to investigate cutting-edge teaching strategies and make use of technology (Brown, 2021). 
As I reflect upon this exercise, I understand that aspects of the process could be developed to improve the overall outcome. For example, it could be beneficial to adapt some aspects of the course to better serve those students who choose to leave school and enter the workplace rather than go to university.  Adapting the exercises and subject content could accommodate this change and make the course more inclusive, focussing on financial literacy related to apprenticeships and employment traineeships. 

My suggested curriculum for Year 12 students was reviewed by others, and their input gave me important information about its positive aspects and also highlighted areas where the curriculum could be improved.  In terms of the feedback, I am happy to note that the suggested curriculum for Year 12 students has several positive aspects. Such as Knowing that the goal of the curriculum and its intended audience are clearly justified and well-received is satisfying. It is also promising that the multidisciplinary approach is acknowledged as a way to handle different skill sets.
I purposefully included interdisciplinary subjects like financial literacy, cultural sensitivity, numerical competency, and communication skills to provide students with a broad range of skills for dealing with problems in the real world. The significance of providing a comprehensive education that transcends conventional academic boundaries was underlined by these comments provided by others . 
In a similar vein, it was gratifying to see the explicit rationale for the curriculum's goal and intended audience acknowledged. For the curriculum to be effective and relevant, it must clearly state its goals and desired results. This response validated the significance of clarity and openness in educational planning.
Despite the positive comments made in the peer review, their feedback also highlights some areas in need of development. For example, although the aims and objectives for each topic are clearly stated, it is evident that the aim of the course is not as clearly defined as it could be, as noted by one of the peer reviewers. This remark emphasises how crucial it is to have a clearly defined overall aim in order to give teaching and learning a more coherent framework. 
In addition, the observation regarding the curriculum's possible rigidity motivates me to consider the importance of striking a balance between flexibility and structure. As the proposed course is suggested as part of the WJEC Welsh Baccalaureate Advanced Diploma Qualification, a certain degree of uniformity is necessary to ensure parity across centres delivering the course.  However, although effective preparation requires a clear foundation, it is also critical to meet the different needs and interests of the students. Achieving this equilibrium guarantees that education stays interesting and pertinent for every student.  However, I was only partially in agreement with this observation regarding about the curriculum's possible rigidity and lack of customisation. While I recognise the need of being flexible and accommodating to the requirements of a wide range of students, I also think that efficient planning and execution require a formal framework. Finding the ideal balance between structure and flexibility is essential, and while I recognise that certain modifications are necessary in this area, I also value having a structured and well-defined approach to teaching and learning.
Furthermore, even though I value the input pointing out that the course's overall goals and objectives need to be more clearly defined, I also recognise that this presents the difficulty of adopting a method that is both thorough and adaptable. It is important to strike a balance between specificity and flexibility, and I understand that working with stakeholders to refine this component of the curriculum will take significant thought and consideration.
After reflecting upon the feedback from peers in its entirety, it is clear to see that the input is a useful tool for further curriculum improvement. My goals in the future are to improve the curriculum's efficacy and better serve Year 12 students' needs as they get ready for the challenges of life beyond school by addressing the areas that have been highlighted for improvement. Apart from the issues brought forward in the comments, I acknowledge the significance of continuous evaluation and feedback systems integrated into the curriculum. When formative and summative assessment techniques are smoothly incorporated into the teaching and learning process, students are guaranteed to get ongoing feedback on their comprehension and development. In addition to promoting student learning, this iterative method enables teachers to modify their lesson plans in response to changing student requirements. 
In addition, reflecting on the comments makes me realise how important it is to create a welcoming and encouraging learning atmosphere. The curriculum may more effectively meet the requirements of all pupils by embracing many viewpoints, respecting other cultures, and taking into account a range of ability levels. Adopting an inclusive mindset enhances education in addition to fostering in young people a feeling of respect and belonging.
I intend to continue improving the curriculum in light of the input I have received, with an emphasis on increasing diversity, flexibility, and clarity. The curriculum will provide Year 12 students with the necessary skills and knowledge to excel in their academic endeavours and beyond.  To ensure that this does indeed happen, a continuous review will be necessary, incorporating the investigation of methods by which the content can be developed to meet the demands of the students.
After giving some thought to the constructive feedback I received, I have observed several crucial truths regarding the process of developing curricula. First of all, I now have a greater understanding of the significance of rationale, openness, and clarity in curriculum design. It is easier to make sure that the curriculum satisfies the demands of educators and students when the overall aim, objectives, and target audience are stated clearly.
Secondly, I now understand how important diversity and flexibility are when designing curricula. While planning and coherence depend on structure, accommodating the varied needs and interests of students is just as crucial. Considering stakeholder input and remaining adaptable to evolving educational contexts are crucial components in this procedure.
I have every intention of using these findings in my next curriculum creation projects. I will work to strike a balance between rigidity and adaptability so that the curriculum is both thorough and flexible. In order to create a learning environment where every student can succeed, I will also keep putting inclusion, diversity, and openness at the top of my priority list for curriculum creation. I am sure that these considerations, along with continuing to develop my practice, and keep an open mind to suggestions and teamwork will help provide students with a more worthwhile and productive learning experience in the future.
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Appendices

List of peers’ curricular selected for review:
Curriculum 1 - Sports psychology module within undergraduate sports coaching degree course
Curriculum 6 – Certified three-day course on renal health within undergraduate nursing degree course
Curriculum 11 – Practice based module within undergraduate film and TV degree course

Comments made on peers’ curricular
Curriculum number: 1

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
The justification for adding sports psychology to the curriculum is well-supported. It addresses the changing nature of sports coaching and performance, emphasising the importance of understanding psychological aspects affecting coaching efficacy and athletic success. The target audience, students enrolled on the degree programme in sports coaching and performance, is appropriate given the relevance of sports psychology to their future careers.
The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group.
The aims and learning outcomes outlined for the curriculum are appropriate and align well with the topic and the learning group. They cover a broad spectrum of sports psychology theories, concepts, and practical applications, ensuring students gain a comprehensive understanding of the subject matter and its relevance to coaching and performance in sports.

The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
The curriculum is well-structured, with a clear timetable and topics spread across two terms. The division of topics into specific weeks allows for a systematic and progressive learning approach, covering foundational concepts before moving on to more advanced topics. The incorporation of practical sessions, workshops, and guest lectures enhances the learning experience and ensures a balance between theoretical knowledge and real-world application.
Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
The curriculum demonstrates consideration of relevant professional standards and benchmarking statements, including accreditation criteria from respected associations such as BASES and AASP. Aligning with these standards ensures that the programme meets academic and professional requirements, preparing students for successful careers in sports coaching and performance.
Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
The scheme of work is well-designed, providing a clear outline of the content delivery and assessment strategies throughout the programme. The inclusion of various teaching strategies, assessment methods, and support resources caters to diverse learning styles and promotes active engagement among students. Additionally, the integration of technology, guest speakers, field trips, and recommended reading enriches the learning experience and offers opportunities for practical application and professional development.
Anything else that you would like to comment on?
Overall, the proposed curriculum appears to be comprehensive, well-structured, and aligned with both academic standards and industry requirements. It offers a holistic approach to teaching sports psychology, equipping students with the knowledge, skills, and practical experience necessary for success in the field of sports coaching and performance. However, continuous monitoring and evaluation of the curriculum's effectiveness may be necessary to address any potential challenges or areas for improvement as it is implemented. I appreciate the effort put into these lesson plans. However, it would enhance their quality to incorporate more recent literature in their rationale to ensure relevance and comprehension. Additionally, refining the lesson plans to meet degree standard criteria would further elevate their effectiveness in facilitating learning.

Curriculum number: 6

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
 The justification for the curriculum is clear and well-supported by evidence from research and the experiences of the renal nurse. The identified target audience, newly qualified nurses starting their careers on a renal ward, is appropriate given the gap in knowledge and experience highlighted.
The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group. 
The aims and objectives of the curriculum are comprehensive and align well with the needs of the target audience. They cover essential aspects of renal care, from understanding renal anatomy and physiology to proficiency in assessing, managing, and educating patients with renal conditions.
The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort
The curriculum's structure appears suitable for the needs of the topic and the cohort. It covers a range of educational methods, including lectures, case studies, and hands-on training, which should cater to different learning styles and maximize engagement and knowledge retention.

Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
The curriculum design demonstrates consideration of relevant professional standards and benchmarking statements, such as those outlined in the UK Professional Standards Framework. It emphasizes the importance of knowledge, teaching and learning design, assessment, diversity and inclusivity, professional values, professional development, and collaboration, aligning with best practices in nursing education.
Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
The scheme of work designed for the curriculum seems comprehensive and well-organized. It includes steps for needs assessment, curriculum development, resource development, integration into orientation, competency assessment, and evaluation and feedback, ensuring a systematic approach to implementation and continuous improvement.
Anything else that you would like to comment on?
Overall, the proposed curriculum appears robust and well-structured, addressing a critical need for renal education among newly qualified nurses. The emphasis on evidence-based practice, hands-on training, and interdisciplinary collaboration is commendable. However, ensuring adequate resources and support for educators delivering the curriculum, as well as ongoing evaluation and adaptation based on feedback, will be essential for its successful implementation and long-term effectiveness. In summary, while the curriculum seems well-designed and thought-out, ongoing monitoring and evaluation will be crucial to ensure its relevance and effectiveness in meeting the educational needs of newly qualified nurses in renal care. Perhaps, my main consideration is whether this topic might be too specialized given the stage of the nurses’ training. While it is evident that the author is a specialist and this topic holds significant importance for them, it is worth considering whether a specialist in another field, cardiology for example, could present a similar argument.

Curriculum number: 11
A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
 The justification provided for the curriculum is well-supported, drawing on personal experience and industry insights. It effectively highlights the need for greater collaboration and practical experience, which aligns with the goals of preparing students for the film industry.
The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
The aims and objectives outlined for the curriculum are well-aligned with the proposed changes. By focusing on collaboration, practical skills development, and exposure to various specialisms, the curriculum aims to address the identified gaps and better prepare students for their future careers.
The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
The curriculum is logically structured over three semesters, with each semester building upon the previous one. The inclusion of collaboration with the UWTSD Acting course adds depth to the learning experience and provides students with valuable exposure to working with trained actors.
Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
The inclusion of the Professional Standards Framework demonstrates a commitment to ensuring that the curriculum meets industry standards and prepares students for professional practice. The alignment with various dimensions of the framework helps to ensure a comprehensive and relevant learning experience.
Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
The detailed breakdown of the curriculum by semester, including specific topics, activities, and assessment criteria, provides a clear roadmap for implementation. The inclusion of formative and summative assessments, along with recommended reading, enhances the comprehensiveness of the curriculum design.
Anything else that you would like to comment on?
While the proposed curriculum addresses many key areas, there could be further exploration of opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration beyond the UWTSD Acting course. Additionally, considering the rapidly evolving nature of the film industry, incorporating elements related to emerging technologies or trends could enhance the curriculum's relevance.
Overall, the proposed curriculum represents a thoughtful and comprehensive approach to addressing the identified challenges within the UWTSD Film and TV course. With its emphasis on collaboration, practical skills development, and alignment with professional standards, it has the potential to significantly enhance the learning experience for students and better prepare them for successful careers in the film industry.
I have some concerns about the duration of a whole academic year dedicated to this topic; it seems quite lengthy. I am curious about what might need to be sacrificed from the rest of the degree course to accommodate it. Additionally, would the students possibly benefit from a lengthier list of recommended texts, particularly as one dates back to 1970?  While of course this is likely to have been selected due to its enduring importance, this could provide further argument for a more extensive list. 










