Geoffrey of Monmouth The History of the Kings Britain and the Boundaries between Fact and Fiction
Geoffrey of Monmouth displays many biases in his History of the Kings of Britain which effect the accuracy of his text. The piece is dedicated to Walter Archdeacon of Oxford and his attempt to carry favour with certain clergy is made clear. He was a Breton and writes with a particular favouritism to Armorica even over their Welsh cousins who did not flee Britain. He claims to have gotten his information from ‘a certain very ancient book written in the British Language’ given to him by the Archdeacon of Oxford. It is uncertain whether this book existed, the rest of his information seemingly coming from the knowledge of his friends ‘skilled in the art of public speaking and very well informed about the history of foreign countries’. Geoffrey’s work was widely is work was dismissed by his peers who thought his work to be closer to fiction than history despite this it achieved wide-ranging popularity; their being over 200 surviving copies of his work form the period. 
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