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Individual report

How do we use technology to collaborate at UWTSD

Abstract
Research can be qualitative or quantitive, data can be primary or secondary. Research method can be descriptive or experimental. My research on use of technology to collaborate at UWTSD focused on one question, which digital tool is commonly used for collaboration at UWTSD?
9 responders answered series of seven questions and majority of them felt confident using technology tools such microsoft powerpoint 
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Introduction

Which digital tool is most commonly used for collaboration at UWTSD?

In recent years, digital learning has become one of most used and significant method of learning especially in last two years due to global pandemic. Social distancing due to COVID-19 caused all the educational institutes to shut down and adapt online learning. There has been many online platforms that are being used for educational purposes now where online presentations are being made, lectures are being delivered, college communication is being done etc. Technology has also helped students adapt more skills to be more competent with their work. According to the report, 89% of students access to digital tools to study, get their module notes etc. (University business). Adaption of technology and its tool where every platform is explored and put to use by students and professors. 
In my report, I researched to find out which digital tool is being used at UWTSD. I used a proper research method and got different survey’s response. Ethical considerations were taken into account and results were evaluated and analysed. 
Microsoft office such as microsoft powerpoint, microsoft word, microsoft teams, microsoft excel, microsoft forms is the most used tool at University of Wales Trinity Saint David. Microsoft powerpoint was the most common tool among students for making presentations and projects. It is also used by professors to deliver their lectures in form of microsoft slides which both shows visual representations of the topic with written content. In the end hypothesis were proposed that student at USWTSD uses powerpoint the most. It helps to present their ideas, thought process and academic competencies, concepts and ideas through one tool. It makes them feel more confident and liberating. The sense of academic achievement is generated in them
This report consists of research questions, research methods, its results and discussion. 

Research design 

Before planning any study, taking into consideration how research design will be is very important. Since there are different components of the study, each factors needs to be taken logically. All the problems and contributions will be discussed

For this research, I made a 7 question survey and got responses from it. Each question was formulated according to the research and had accurate structure. 

Research questions

My questionnaire consisted of seven questions about technology tools at UWTSD and how did responders feel using them. 
Question 1- Are you staff or student? 
Question 2- What is your age?
Question 3- At what age did you start using digital technology?
Question 4- For what reason were you introduced to technology?
Question 5- Do you feel confident in using digital technology at UWTSD?
Question 6- Can you provide one reason as to why?
Question 7- How confident do you feel using digital technology with UWTSD? 1 being the lowest and 5 being the highest

Each question had 7-9 responses and my mini research were executed  

Research methods

Research methods are appropriate and specific way of conducting a research. As research consists of analysing and doing collection of data, it needs to be executed in correct manner. 
Research methods is set according to the kinds of questions.

Qualitative vs quantitive data

Qualitative or Quantitive research is based on the kind of information you are trying to generate in your research. Data will be called qualitative if cannot be explained in numbers of numerically. 
Data for my research was qualitative as it was being based on people’s preferences  on using technological tools and their opinion and feelings about it. Qualitative data research has its own benefits as you can adjust the questions as you go further

Primary vs Secondary data

Primary form of data is the initial information you collect from the responders. This primary data is collected through surveys, observations and experimentation.   
Secondary data is the information you acquire by searching data of other research already being done on the topic.

Foe this research, I used my primary data by executing questions and i also considered secondary data by researching about technology and most used platforms used right now by students and staff members of universities   


Descriptive vs Experimental data

In descriptive research, date is collected without intervention and validity and accuracy depends on the sampling method. Whereas, in experimental data, intervention is measured by the outcome and accuracy depends on experimental design. 


Microsoft office

Microsoft office has become a leading tool that is being used by students all over the world to execute their academic tasks and projects. Microsoft office has many different tools such microsoft word, Microsoft powerpoint, microsoft forms, microsoft teams. 
All of these are useful in everyday life of a student or a staff members at the university. Microsoft forms help you conduct researches, do surveys and generate questions to ask your classrooms and give results in clear manner. 
Microsoft words come handy for the written assignments, reports, discussions as it makes a symmetrically designed document. 
Microsoft powerpoint is most commonly used for presentation. It shows data in form of slides, The visual representation of information helps make it more relevant, easier to understand and accurate.
Students taking lectures in form of slides understands the content more well than students who do not take it in this way. 
Microsoft teams is another tool that got very useful in pandemic. It is done to host meetings, lectures and other discussions online. It allows several people to be in discussion altogether and they can turn on your cameras and mics to participate. 

Ethical considerations

There are a lot of things to consider while doing the research such as confidentiality of participants, their rights to withdraw whenever they want to or protection of their every possible right. Moreover scientist, researcher have to enhance the validity of research and must maintain the scientific integrity. Ethical considerations is a guideline for how to design and practice the research. These Research ethics are exist in order to maintain collaboration between the scientific  and societal life. These ethics make sure the rights of participants and they are informed about the study. Researchers have to approve their Research proposal to institutional review board. The IRB committee will check the presence of every code of ethics either this study need to approve or not. This is important because that’s way it is possible to eliminate the unethical study or research that might be not suitable for the people to participate voluntary. There are several ethical issues, researchers need to pay attention in their study design. These issues include the voluntary participation; it means that the participants are free to leave the experiment or study any time they want as they are not bound with researcher’s study. Second ethical issues is Informed consent; it means participants should know before they join to be the part of study. Next ethical considerations is keep the identity anonymous of the participants. The information of personal identification of the person can harm the participant at so many levels. You can be known who the participant is but not everyone have to know who the participants were. Keep their information confidential. It is the responsibility of the researchers to protect the participants identity and from any harm while doing the study. The level of harm should be absolute minimum either it is physical or mentally and researchers need to focus on this.

Results

Results of my research are as follows

Out of 9 responders, 8 of them were students

Out of 9 responders, 7 of them were aged 35-44 and other two were in 18-34 category

Out of 9 responders, four of them started using technology at the age of 18-24, two of them started at 25-34. Two of them started under 18 and one started at 35-44

Out of 8 responders, reasons for introducing to technology was mostly for communication and academic purposes

Out of 9 responders, seven of them feel confident using technology at UWTSD and one of them don’t and one had answer “maybe”

Seven responses were given when asked reason for their confidence using technology at UWTSD, they said its easier for communication

Out of 9 responders, average 4.44 number was generated when asked how confident they feel using technology at UWTSD from 1 to 5. One being the lowest and 5 being the highest 

Discussion

Neutrality: Whenever you set up your review, you might need to cause suppositions about the information you to hope to gather. The outcomes projected in the examination ought to be liberated from inclination and unbiased. Get assessments about the last assessed scores and ends from various people and consider the individuals who concur with the inferred outcomes.

Reliability With consistently led research, the specialist included anticipates comparative outcomes like clockwork. Your plan ought to show how to shape research inquiries to guarantee the norm of results. You'll possibly have the option to arrive at the normal outcomes on the off chance that your plan is dependable
Validity: There are numerous estimating devices accessible. Nonetheless, the main right estimating devices are those which help a scientist in measuring results as per the target of the exploration. The poll created from this plan will then be legitimate.

.Generalisation: The result of your plan ought to apply to a populace and in addition to a confined example. A summed up plan suggests that your review can be led on any piece of a populace with comparable precision.

Conclusion

In conclusion, mini research about most used tool at UWTSD was conducted. My research had 9 participants and majority of them were students. Different questions about using technology at UWTSD were asked. Answers were mostly in majority as most of the participants felt confident using technology at UWTSD. Microsoft office is being most used at UWTSD as it contains different tools such as microsoft word, powerpoint, teams and forms etc.
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Are you staff or student?
STAFF
STUDENT
2.What is your age?
Under 18
18-24
25-34
35-44
3.At what age did you start to use digital technology?
Under 18
18-24
25-34
35-44
4.
For what reason was you introduced to technology?

5.Do you feel confident in using digital technology at UWTSD?
Yes
No
Maybe
6.Can you provide one reason as to why?

7.
How confident do you feel using digital technology within UWTSD?  1 being the lowest and 5 being the highest
1
2
3
4
5
8.Question
Confident
Very Confident

Unconfident

Very Unconfident
Ms Word





Ms Teams




Outlook




Whatsapp
· 
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