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i The Learner, School and Community all depend on each other to enable effective teaching and learning. Bronfenbrenner (1979) believes that interactions between the learner and their environment influences their development.
Bronfenbrenner (1979) split the environment into five levels. The microsystem is the child’s immediate environment for example, parents and home life. The mesosystem is the link made between home, school and the community. The
exosystem is the link with the indirect environment such as the neighbourhood they live in. The macrosystem is related to the child’s social and cultural values and the chronosystem relates to the changes that occur throughout the child’s
< life such as moving home (Learning Theories, 2017). My placement has strong links between the school, home and the community which provides continuous support for the learners. -

Learner

If strong links are developed between the learner and ‘
their school, home and community they will have more "

support which will allow them to continuously develop.
Froebel (1782 — 1852) believes it is important to
develop links between the learner, home and
community to maximise the child’s support (Welsh
Assembly Government, 2008). The links between
parents/guardians, home life, school and the
community affect the learner. There are other factors
that influence the learner, these include:

» The environment - Children learn where there are
opportunities for them to explore, play and
collaborate. The classroom layout and outdoor
space can influence learning. It is important that the
environment is interesting, inclusive and safe to
enable learning. The environment is seen as the ‘3™
teacher’ in Reggio Emilia in Northern lItaly.
Malaguzzi believed that creating a beautiful
environment is important to support children’s
development (Thornton, 2016). Montessori believed
that teachers should prepare classrooms with
learning materials that are readily available for the
children. Montessori believed the environment
should be ‘aesthetically pleasing’ (David, 2016). Jan
White emphasised the importance of creating an
enabling outdoor environment to support children’s
learning and development (Richardson, 2007).

* Inclusive — ensuring that every child is included in
learning and is treated equally. Walker (1994)
believes that individuals work best when they feel
valued and their differences are taken into account
(Thompson, 2011). In the reading corner at my
placement school they had a book called ‘We are all
different’ this would help the children to understand
their differences to build an inclusive environment.

» Funding - if there is a lack of funding the resources
that are available to the school may be limited which
could have a negative impact on learning.

* Health — Good health can have a positive influence
on learning however ill health can have a negative
impact on an individual’s learning. If children miss
school due to being ill this could have a negative
consequence on their learning.

» Technology — depending on the amount of time
spent on technology and what it is used for can
have both a positive and negative influence on
learning.

» Friends - can have a positive or negative influence
on learning. Peer pressure can result in children
misbehaving which could have a negative influence
on their learning.

(Encyclopaedia Brittanica ImageQuest, 2020)
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(Encyclopaedia Brittanica ImageQuest, 2020)

Parents/ Guardians

My placement school has an open door policy to
encourage communication with parents. Parents can
make an appointment with the class teacher to
discuss any concerns (Placement School
Prospectus, 2019-2020).

There are parents evenings where teachers and
parents can discuss their child’s development and
progress as well as discussing any worries they may
have. The school has a parent-teacher association
(PTA) so parents and teachers can discuss matters
that affect the children and can organise events to
raise money. The school has governing body
meetings regularly where parents can input their
views about the way the school is run.

The head teacher creates a monthly newsletter with
key dates and information which is available on the
school website. The school website provides
information about each class including their term
topics and information about trips.

Reading books are sent home with children to
support their learning. This enables them to develop
their literacy skills with their parents. Homework is
sometimes set to support their learning by
reinforcing what they have learnt in school. Pupils
are expected to practice their spelling and times
table at home when set by the class teacher.

My placement class has a bear which goes home at
the weekend with each of the children. The children
then create a story about what the bear has been
doing. They then explain to the other children what
the bear did on the weekend.

The school encourages children and their parents to
develop a close relationship so they are able to gain
trust. This will enable them to speak to each other
freely so they can receive the support they need. A
positive relationship is developed between the
parents and teacher as it has an impact on the
child's development (Department of Education and
Training, 2010).

An example of involving parents that another school
used was to run activities to help parents understand
and develop skills and support them with ways they
can help at home (Alternative School, 2020).
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School

My placement school is located in an urban area in
South Wales and has 220 pupils. It is a community
primary school for nursery, infants and juniors. The
Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) is 23.3 (Welsh
Government, 2019).

The Education Act 1996 states that Free School
Meals (FSM) are required for disadvantaged children
who are between 5 and 16 years old (Government,
1996). 1.9% of the children at my placement school
require FSM, this suggests that the school Is located
in an affluent area compared to other schools where
they have a much higher percentage for example

(Encyclopaedia Brittanica
ImageQuest, 2020)

a

26% have FSM in comparison school (Welsh
Government, 2019). FSM improve children’s health
and help parents who have a low income. This helps
children to concentrate which means that they can
achieve their full potential in school (Senedd
Research, National Assembly for Wales, 2019).

My Placement School, is a English Medium School
however basic Welsh is encouraged in the
classroom. The use of the Welsh language needs to
increase and children need to see it as their language

not just a language that they speak at school (Morris, PN

2010). The Welsh Government has produced a
strategy called ‘Cymraeg 2050’. They aim to reach
one million Welsh speakers by 2050 (Welsh

Government, 2017). DD

The School is a multi-cultural school and there are ..
many children from foreign backgrounds. According
to the Welsh Government (2019) 12% of the children
speak English as an Additional Language (EAL)
(Welsh Government, 2017).The children have
different religions and beliefs which they learn about
for example, they celebrated Chinese New Year. This
further links to inclusivity within the classroom.

Teachers have positive attitudes and adopt a growth
mindset to encourage and motivate children so they
will succeed. Dweck believes that a Growth Mindset
is best for success because individuals focus on
practising so they can improve rather than focusing
on failure (David, 2015).

The school demonstrates good practice by following
the Foundation Phase Framework, professional
standards and school policies. They ensure that class
activities are suitable for all learners and inclusive.
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(Encyclopaedia Brittanica
ImageQuest, 2020)

Community

he community is very involved with the school and
provides more opportunities for children to learn. For
example, members from their local church come in to
assembly to teach them about their religion. This
provides the children with a different way of learning.
It helps the children to show respect towards the
elderly.

Volunteers from the local community help to run
breakfast club and after school clubs for children.
On St David’s Day some children get the opportunity
to go into the local community to sing with the male
voice choir. At Christmas the children in the choir
visit the local nursing home which helps the children
to learn from and respect elderly individuals.

The strong involvement from the local community
has an positive influence on the children’s learning.

(Encyclopaedia Britannica ImageQuest, 2020)

Wales is focused on giving high-quality education
that is inclusive for everyone, therefore, in 2011
Wales started a school improvement reform
concentrating on the continuous development and
application of a 21st century curriculum.

The Welsh Government aims to develop schools as
learning organisations (SLO) to help implement the
new curriculum. By developing SLO pupils will be

able to learn from teachers and the local community.
By working together pupils will develop and

learn together (The Organisation for

Economic Co-operation and

Development, 2017).

(Bronfenbrenner, 1979)
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