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Introduction;
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Indonesia is a Southeast Asian country neighbouring Malaysia and Thailand that contains a large Muslim population. Having Malaysia as a neighbour may influence Islamic social ideas as Malaysia also contains a high Muslim population, and so the Islamic ideas in Malaysia may influence the approaches to these ideas in Indonesia. Due to the large Muslim population of Indonesia it is important to consider Islam when discussing the country as according to the Pew research centre in 2011 Indonesia has 205 Million Muslims, meaning Muslims are 88% of the country’s population.[footnoteRef:1] The high majority of Muslims living in Indonesia highlights the idea the Islamic influence has impacted of several areas of life, such as playing a key role in politics, social and all aspects of everyday life. Islam continues to influence and impact political and social life in Indonesia due to the significance of the number of Muslims in Indonesia. This is not to say that other religions and ethnic groups have not affected these areas too, however it is important to understand the high percentage and following of Islam in Indonesia when thinking about contemporary issues, as Muhammad Ali emphasises that “Indonesia today is the largest Muslim Majority country in the world.”[footnoteRef:2] Muhammad Ali further supports the idea that studying Indonesia involves also considering Islam and it’s influences to social and political life due to the large significance of Islam as a religion. With most of the population identifying as Muslim, it suggests that Muslim issues and ideas are significant in a social and political context. The impact of Islam in Indonesia is also important when considering the urbanisation of Indonesia over time, as urbanisation changes the place of religion and affects how it is significant. The amount of the population living in urban areas had increased from 13.8% in 1955 to 56% in 2019.[footnoteRef:3] The urbanization of Indonesia suggests that Islam in Indonesia has had to adapt from rural communities and rural issues, to large urban communities. Urban communities present their own issues, some of which are different from rural communities’ issues. These issues later lead to the division of modernist and traditionalist Muslims in Indonesia, which is a social and religious issue that is prominent in Indonesia which shall be discussed. This does not mean that Indonesia is not ethnically diverse despite the large Muslim population, however. Indonesia contains groups of Javanese decent, Sundanese, Malay and Chinese[footnoteRef:4] as well as other backgrounds and ethnic groups. This is important to consider when studying Indonesia in a modern Islamic context as ethnic diversity highlights the idea of how the Islamic influence and impact on social and political issues is understood in Indonesia by those of different cultural and religious backgrounds. Thus, the significance of the Islamic population, ethnic diversity and urbanization in Indonesia is important to consider when studying a modern Indonesian Islamic context as it influences several key areas of life in Indonesia due to its prominence, such as political and social issues being influenced by Islamic ideas and Laws. Another important factor to consider is the practice of education in Indonesia. Indonesia had a higher literacy rate than world average, with 92.8% of the population being literate.[footnoteRef:5] This shows that Indonesia is a highly literate country, highlighting the significance of education. [1:  PEW Research Centre, Muslim Population of Indonesia, < http://www.pewforum.org/2010/11/04/muslim-population-of-indonesia/ > [accessed 28/01/2019].]  [2:  Muhammad Ali, ‘Far From Mecca: Modern Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia’ in Islam in the Modern World ed. By Jeffery Kenny and Ebrahim Moosa, (New York: Routledge 2014) p.407.]  [3:  WorldOMeters, Indonesia Population, < http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/indonesia-population/ > [accessed 29/01/2019].]  [4:  IndexMundi, Indonesia Ethnic Groups, < https://www.indexmundi.com/indonesia/ethnic_groups.html > [accessed 29/01/2019].]  [5:  CNN, On the Road: Indonesia by the Numbers, < http://edition.cnn.com/2014/07/08/world/asia/indonesia-election-day/ > [accessed 29/01/2019].] 

It is also important to briefly consider the historical background of Islam in Indonesia as it highlights how Islam became influential and significant in Indonesian Islam today. 
Key Religious History;
Briefly discussing the religious and political history of Indonesia is necessary as when considering the significance of Islam in Indonesia, it is important to consider how Islam was introduced to Indonesia and how this influenced modern Indonesia. Islam was originally introduced to Indonesia by Sufi Muslim traders, so it must be understood the role that Sufi Islam plays in Islamic Indonesia. William Shepheard highlights that after their arrival started a slow process of Islamization where Sufi Muslims and teachers spread the ideas of Islam and Muslim life.[footnoteRef:6] This process of Islamization is important to note as it presents how Islam became a prominent feature of life in modern Indonesia, giving an insight into how Islam gained its significance in Indonesia. This process was achieved by Islamic schools, introducing Islamic symbols as well as various other processes. However, it is important to note that not all of Islamic Indonesian scholars believe the Islamization process to be completed as they believe Islam in Indonesia has lessened due to Modern pursuits such as technology and the sciences.[footnoteRef:7] Indonesia was later colonized by the Dutch and eventually gained independence in the 1940s. The independence of Indonesia leads to questions about the role of Islam in the state. The state was eventually founded on principle pillars called Pancasila, one of which included the belief in the one God.[footnoteRef:8] The significance of this pillar as part of the foundation of the Indonesian state highlights the influence that Islam has had and continues to have on Indonesian politics. Islamic belief systems are therefore essential to the foundation of an independent Indonesia as the state tries to combine Islam and the secular state and thus, why Islam has a prominent place is Indonesian government and the society. It is important to briefly discuss this history due to the background and insights it gives to how Islam gained its following and social, as well as political, significance in Indonesia as a state and in everyday life.  [6:  William Shepard, ‘Introducing Islam’, (New York: Routledge, 2009) p.257. ]  [7:  Muhammad Ali, ‘Far From Mecca: Modern Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia’ p.40.]  [8:  William Shepard, ‘Introducing Islam’ p.262.] 

Key Political, Social and Religious Organizations;
The nation of Indonesia has many important religious and political leaders that often play roles in both of these aspects. The Muhammadiyah organisation, founded in 1912 are an example of a group that is prominently involved in social politics as well as the religious aspects of Indonesia, combining social work and religious work. They are one of the biggest Islamic organizations in Indonesia. As well as impacting ideas about Islam in Indonesia they also hold the importance of Amal Shalih, or good action, such as “education, charity, health services and social work.”[footnoteRef:9] They also emphasise the importance of a modern society and Islam. The ideas of Muhammadiyah highlight their social impact in Indonesia and suggest that they are an influential part of Islamic life in Indonesia, as they are not only involved in religious areas but essential parts of everyday Islamic life. This is seen through their prominence in education and social work. This also suggests that Islam is prominently involved in social aspects of life throughout Indonesia. The younger generational following of this organisations allows it to become prominent in the modernist and traditionalist debate. Carool Kersten emphasises that The Network of Young Muhammadiyah Intellectuals was founded with the “purpose of stimulating the study of contemporary Muhammadiyah thinking.”[footnoteRef:10] This highlights the idea that the Muhammadiyah places an importance on adapting Islam to the modern developments that come with the development of technology and the increasing urban population of Indonesia. This is seen as Muhammadiyah actively involve the younger generation and focus on contemporary modern issues, while respecting the core Islamic values. This highlights how Muhammadiyah may be a key social organisation, but its basis is in Islamic religious importance and development. While Muhammadiyah is often presented as an organisation that attempts to promote a modern Indonesian Islam, it can be understood that another key organisation, the Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) or the Awaking of Islamic scholars, established in 1926, it is “thought to be a representative of traditionalist Islam.”[footnoteRef:11] This highlights the issues of modernists and traditionalists in Islamic Indonesia, and the issue of modernization. It is important to note that this does not mean that NU do not incorporate Modern techniques, however their beliefs remain rooted in traditional outward religious practice. The “traditionalism/ conservatism”[footnoteRef:12] of the NU compared to the modern ideas of Muhammadiyah presents the issues of modernism against traditionalism in Indonesia and is important to note that this is a religious and social issue in Indonesia today, it should be considered when discussing these organizations. Unlike Muhammadiyah, NU has had a more prominent political history than social work. The NU has left a significant political legacy and highlight the idea that Islam is deeply rooted in Indonesian politics. This is shown through their political history as they had a political party from 1955-1985 as well as one of their members, Abdurrahman Wahid, gaining the position of the president of Indonesia.[footnoteRef:13] This shows that as well as being prominent for their traditionalist Islamic ideas they also have a significant political background. Both Muhammadiyah and NU have significance in Indonesia and Indonesian Islam, however some of their views differ as well as their techniques. As prominent organisations in Indonesia, the Muhammadiyah and NU highlight the significance of Islam in Indonesia, showing its importance in several aspects of Indonesian life, such as social work and politics, as well as holding their own religious importance. However, this does not mean that politics in Indonesia are overtaken by Islam, but that Islam remains a significant feature. This does not mean that an Islamic rooted government cannot fulfil the needs of the other religions in the area, but that the deep, significant roots of Islam in the Indonesian government must be considered. [9:  Muhammad Ali, ‘Far From Mecca: Modern Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia’ p. 410.]  [10:  Carool Kersten, ‘Islam in Indonesia: the Contest for Society, Ideas and Values’, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006), p.68.]  [11:  Muhammad Ali, ‘Far From Mecca: Modern Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia’ p. 411.]  [12:  Julian Millie, ‘The Situated Listener as Problem; ‘Modern’ and ‘Traditional’ Subjects in Muslim Indonesia’ International Journal of Cultural Studies, 16(3) (2013), p.271-289. ]  [13:  Muhammad Ali, ‘Far From Mecca: Modern Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia’ p. 411.] 

Key Contemporary Religious and Social Factors;
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through the activities of liberal Muslim, such as the liberal Islam Network, it can be seen that ideas of religious freedom and human rights is becoming more prominent in Indonesia, Ideas of different religions co-existing in Indonesian society. As Muhammad Ali explains “they support liberalism, secularism and pluralism”[footnoteRef:14] showing that liberal Muslims in Indonesia have been more prominent in religious and social issues. The ideas of religious freedom and pluralism are significant in modern Indonesia as it is a heavily Muslim populated state. Despite this Indonesia is often considered an example of a state that has achieved relatively peaceful religious pluralism as Laurens de Rooij explains how the religious pluralism in Indonesia and Malaysia should be used as a model for other countries.[footnoteRef:15] This suggests that Indonesia has an impressive, inclusive rule of religious pluralism, seeing it as “the law of God.”[footnoteRef:16] This is an important factor to consider when studying Indonesia, due to the high percentage of Muslims as it shows that this does not mean that there is not religious diversity in Islam and the right to practice other religions in Indonesia. However, the foundations of the government are still based on the pillars, Pancasila. Although Indonesia is an example of religious pluralism in practice it must be discussed that by having this basis for government including the belief in the one God may contradict what the country practices. Although, Indonesia is an inclusive religious environment the idea that the basis of government has Islamic religious ideals presents an issue where Islam is seen as the religion of the State and gives ideas that Islam may be interpreted as the most important or the favoured religion, this is supported by the idea that there is a Hindu minority community in Indonesia, and believing in one God is contradictory to Hindu theology. When studying any region, it is also important to consider gender and women issues as they are significant to the society, politics and everyday life. In Indonesia Muslim female leaders were becoming influential through key religious organisations, such and NU and Muhammadiyah, as “both have branches for women and offer their female members opportunities to be active religious leaders and teachers”[footnoteRef:17] as well as programs for girls to gain an education. Through these groups, and later the government opening Islamic schools for girls, it can be seen why the literacy rate of Indonesia is so high as opportunities are available for most of the population to gain an education. These groups also allowed for women to eventually become involved in politics, especially through NU as the organisation has a significant political history, “NU women became active in politics by serving their organisation and participating in the formation of the governmental system.”[footnoteRef:18] Thus, it can be argued that these Islamic organisations have given women a place in the political history of Indonesia, this is not to say there are not non-religious political groups that include women, but when considering Islam in Indonesia and women it is important to note the influence of Islam in providing education and political status. This is not to say there are no further women issues but gaining education and a place in politics is significant. [14:  Muhammad Ali, ‘Far From Mecca: Modern Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia’ p.413.]  [15:  Laurens de Rooij,‘ State Building and Religious Pluralism in Indonesia and Malaysia’, International Institute of Islamic Thought (2016) p.2.]  [16:  Muhammad Ali, ‘Far From Mecca: Modern Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia’ p.413.]  [17:  Aminah Beverly McCloud, ‘Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia’, in  An Introduction to Islam in the 21st century, ed. By Aminah Beverly McCloud; Scoot Hibbard and Laith Saud (Malden, Mass: Wiley-Blackwell 2013)p. 239.]  [18:  Aminah Beverly McCloud, ‘Islam in Indonesia and Malaysia’ p. 240.] 

Conclusion;
Overall, it is important to consider Islam in Indonesia due to the significant Muslim population as it suggests that Islam will have a prominent effect on most areas of Indonesian life including, politics, social issues and religious issues. It is also significant to study the key religious history briefly to present how Islam gained a large following in Indonesia and how it became prominent in the area. This is important to studying the role of Islam in Modern Indonesia. The significant place of Islam can be seen by the role of Islam in education and politics, which is shown through one of the most important Indonesian organisations, the NU. As well as the social and religious work of the Muhammadiyah organisation. Both the NU and Muhammadiyah are important to Islamic Indonesia, as well as other areas of life, as they both are groups that have strong roots in Indonesia for a significant time and have made significant changes. These groups must be considered as they are prominent in Indonesia and affect life there. By studying these key groups further studying into social, political and religious factors can be done. The ideas of religious pluralism are significant as it affects not only Islamic Indonesia, but the other religious groups who live there. Although Indonesia is understood to be inclusive and a strong advocate for religious pluralism, the deep roots of Islam in such areas as the government must be considered. The role of women must also be discussed as it affects everyday life and the population, through the key religious groups the role of women can be seen to be prominent in politics and social work, as well as the high literacy rate and their involvement in gaining women an education. In conclusion, Indonesia is a significant region to consider when studying modern Islam as it presents discussions on several modern and religious issues, as well as how Islam affects political and social development. There are many aspects of Islam in Indonesia to be discussed and it is prominent for considering Islam in a modern age, due to the key religious history, organisations and factors. 
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