Analysis of Results

The previous chapter was the research methodology, which explained the method that was going to be used in this study to collect data and compare it to the objectives set out for the dissertation.  During this study, it has come to light that there is a clear gap in the in the academic research regarding the consequences for both parent and child should a parent receive a criminal record.  A survey has been conducted to be able to capture the thoughts of people to help fill that gap.  The aim of this chapter is to present the findings from the survey that was conducted.  The survey was created by using Microsoft Forms which helped create 51 responses which will be analysed. 

Winstanley, (2010) explains that data means very little without interpretation.  Analysis consists of reviewing, interrogating, assessing, appraising, and evaluating.  This chapter will seek to analyse the data obtained and will link it back to the research question and draw conclusions to the data.  

The method that was used to collect the data was questionnaire which was constructed through using Microsoft forms.  This was a good tool to use as it allowed for a quick response from participants and also allowed it to reach greater numbers.  It helped gain participants by allowing them to remain anonymous.  The data received was easy to read and understand.  Another advantage was its reduced cost in comparison to using paper questionnaires.  However, there are some disadvantages to using Microsoft Forms.  The first being that you need access to the internet to complete it, many of the elder generation may not necessarily have access and not see the survey.  Along with this, the participants cannot be identified so there may be acts of bias, finally, there are limited options available to answer the questions, such as “Yes, No, Maybe” to be able to respond too.   

Results

51 responses were obtained from electronically sending out the questionnaire.  Looking at the data collected, in relation to the dissertation title of “Should child chastisement be a criminal offence in Wales?” the data result was expected to be the majority leading to an agreement to this statement.  However, the results came in at 61% said no that they think it shouldn’t be an offence and only 39% agreed that it should be an offence.  This data supports Honor, (2020) in the literature review where they have highlighted a survey carried out in the US where the result was that most adults were in favour of using physical punishment. 
Below was the question used and the result that was obtained. 
Do you think parents/guardians/carers should be criminalised for using physical punishment?


Orange = NO 61%
BLUE = YES 39%
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It should be noted that only 35% of the respondents are currently parents to a child under 18 years old.  15% of the respondents were police officers.  93% of the police officers were in agreement that is should be a criminal offence.  27 of the 51 respondents have suggested that an educational course would be a better solution than giving parents a criminal record.  This would be a good solution in low level assault cases; however, this would not be appropriate for an assault such a GBH.  

An objective set out at the start of this dissertation was to identify the impacts of criminalising parents and what that means for both parent and child.   Looking at the bar graph below, it illustrates that 39% of the respondents believe that all 5 of the impacts listed will be become an impact if a parent is criminalised.









Blue – Employment for parents 
Orange – Negative effect on the child. 
Green - Health/Stress
Red – Child being removed from the family.
Purple – Poor relationship between parent and child. 
Brown – All of the above.
Pink – None of the above. 
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17% of people believe that the child being removed from the family will be an issue.  Bear in mind that 35% of the respondents are currently a parent to a child under 18, this could have led to some biased results as for them this would be unthinkable, whereas there are children out there who are being physically abused who do need to be moved out of the environment they are living in.  It could be that the respondents are purely looking at their situation and not thinking about what other children could be experiencing.  This data supports Minson (2018) in the literature review, who explains that very few children whose parents have been imprisoned get to remain in the family home.  In many cases this is good outcome however, there will be cases where a child has been moved out of the family home and perhaps shouldn’t have been.  It is a difficult risk for the services to deal with. 

In addition to this, another objective was to find out if people think there will be an impact on services such as police and social services who must deal with these incidents.  Results from the survey suggest that most respondents believe that this is an unnecessary strain on these services.  61% believe this is true.  

Blue = Yes – 61%
Orange = No – 39%
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This is probably the case in most circumstances when there is a report of an assault which turns out to be very low level or even incorrect, however, when there are children involved who are unable to protect themselves then surely every case should be investigated to make sure children are safe.  This could help prevent any further incidents which in the long run could reduce the workload as parents become more aware of what they can and can’t do. 

In conclusion, the study has showed that most of the participants are aware of the new law in Wales and agree that children should have the same rights as an adult in relation to assault.  However, most of the participants believe that low level offences could be dealt with by offering parents an educational course and only escalate it to criminalisation should it re-occur.  This way it takes the strain off the police and not impact both parent and child.  The hope is then that as time goes by the number of incidents will get lower and lower. 
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